Lesson 12
Sabbath Afternoon, December 12
End-Time Prophetic Revelations

The talents that Christ entrusts to His church represent especially the gifts and blessings imparted
by the Holy Spirit. “To one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of
knowledge by the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by
the same Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of
spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: but all these
worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will” (1 Corinthians
12:8-11)....

In all the Lord’s arrangements, there is nothing more beautiful than His plan of giving to men and
women a diversity of gifts. The church is His garden, adorned with a variety of trees, plants, and
flowers. He does not expect the hyssop to assume the proportions of the cedar, nor the olive to
reach the height of the stately palm. Many have received but a limited religious and intellectual
training, but God has a work for this class to do, if they will labor in humility, trusting in Him. . . .

Different gifts are imparted to different ones, that the workers may feel their need of one another.
God bestows these gifts, and they are employed in His service, not to glorify the possessor, not to
uplift man, but to uplift the world’s Redeemer. They are to be used for the good of all mankind, by
representing the truth, not testifying to a falsehood. . . . In every word and act, kindness and love
will be revealed; and as each worker fills his appointed place faithfully, the prayer of Christ for the
unity of His followers will be answered, and the world will know that these are His disciples. —Ye Shall
Receive Power, p. 191.

We are to be guided and controlled by the same Spirit, but in order for this to be, it is not necessary
that we all have the same gifts. “There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are
differences of administrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of operations, but it is
the same God which worketh all in all” (1 Corinthians 12:4-6), to bring these different operations
into perfect harmony. God hath “set the members every one of them in the body as it hath pleased
Him" (verse 18). He has placed every man at his post of duty, assigning to him a given work. If you
have any question as to your post of duty, pray to God for guidance, and your work will be assigned.
God has told us expressly that He has placed every man at his post. —Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 220.



Sunday, December 13
The Promise of Joel

The baptism of the Holy Ghost as on the day of Pentecost will lead to a revival of true religion and
to the performance of many wonderful works. Heavenly intelligences will come among us, and men
will speak as they are moved upon by the Holy Spirit of God. But should the Lord work upon men
as He did on and after the day of Pentecost, many who now claim to believe the truth would know
so very little of the operation of the Holy Spirit that they would cry, “Beware of fanaticism.” They
would say of those who were filled with the Spirit, “These men are full of new wine” (Acts 2:13).

The time is not far off now when men will want a much closer relation to Christ, a much closer
union with His Holy Spirit than ever they have had, or will have, unless they give up their will and
their way, and submit to God’s will and God'’s way. The great sin of those who profess to be Christians
is that they do not open the heart to receive the Holy Spirit. When souls long after Christ, and seek
to become one with Him, then those who are content with the form of godliness exclaim, “Be careful,
do not go to extremes.” When the angels of heaven come among us, and work through human
agents, there will be solid, substantial conversions, after the order of the conversions after the day
of Pentecost. —Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 322.

In His Word, God has committed to men the knowledge necessary for salvation. The Holy
Scriptures are to be accepted as an authoritative, infallible revelation of His will. They are the
standard of character, the revealer of doctrines, and the test of experience. ...

Yet the fact that God has revealed His will to men through His Word, has not rendered needless
the continued presence and guiding of the Holy Spirit. . . .

During the ages while the Scriptures of both the Old and the New Testament were being given,
the Holy Spirit did not cease to communicate light to individual minds, apart from the revelations
to be embodied in the Sacred Canon. . .. And mention is made of prophets in different ages, of
whose utterances nothing is recorded. In like manner, after the close of the canon of Scripture, the
Holy Spirit was still to continue its work, to enlighten, warn, and comfort the children of God. —The
Faith I Live By, p. 293.



Monday, December 14
Pentecost

What promise did our Lord Jesus Christ make to His disciples to furnish them with consolation in
view of His departure from them? It was the promise of the Holy Spirit of God. The divine influence
of the Holy Spirit was to cooperate with the human mind and bring to their remembrance
whatsoever Christ had spoken unto them. The great need of this time of peril is the Holy Spirit, for
it will bring to the receiver all other blessings in its train. The truth believed will transform the
character.

In the light of the truth that is shining in our day, we are reproved for the dearth of the Holy Spirit.
... As long as individuals are content with a mere theory of truth, and are yet lacking in the daily
operation of the Spirit of God upon the heart, which is manifested in outward transformation of
character, they are cutting themselves off from the qualification that would fit them for greater
efficiency in the Master’s work. . . .

The baptism of the Holy Ghost as on the day of Pentecost will lead to a revival of true religion,
and to the performance of many wonderful works. Heavenly intelligences will come among us, and
men and women will speak as they are moved upon by the Holy Spirit of God. But should the Lord
work upon people as He did on and after the day of Pentecost, many who now claim to believe the
truth would know so very little of the operation of the Holy Spirit that they would cry, “Beware of
fanaticism.” They would say of those who were filled with the Spirit, “They are filled with new wine”
[Acts 2:13, NRSV]. . ..

When souls long after Christ, and seek to become one with Him, then those who are content with
the form of godliness exclaim, "Be careful; do not go to extremes.”

When angels of heaven come among us and work through human agents, there will be solid,
substantial conversions, after the order of the conversions of the day of Pentecost. Now. . . be careful
and do not go into human excitement. But while we should be careful not to go into human
excitement, we should not be among those who will raise inquiries and cherish doubts in reference
to the work of the Spirit of God, for there will be those who will question and criticize when the Spirit
of God takes possession of men and women, because their own hearts are not moved, but are cold
and unimpressible. —Christ Triumphant, p. 371.



Tuesday, December 15
Gifts of the Spirit

To us today, as verily as to the first disciples, the promise of the Spirit belongs. God will today
endow men and women with power from above, as He endowed those who on the Day of Pentecost
heard the word of salvation. At this very hour His Spirit and His grace are for all who need them and
will take Him at His word.

Christ declared that the divine influence of the Spirit was to be with His followers unto the end.
But the promise is not appreciated as it should be; and therefore its fulfillment is not seen as it might
be. The promise of the Spirit is a matter little thought of; and the result is only what might be
expected—spiritual drought, spiritual darkness, spiritual declension and death. Minor matters
occupy the attention, and the divine power which is necessary for the growth and prosperity of the
church, and which would bring all other blessings in its train, is lacking, though offered in its infinite
plenitude.

It is the absence of the Spirit that makes the gospel ministry so powerless. Learning, talent,
eloquence, every natural or acquired endowment, may be possessed; but, without the presence of
the Spirit of God, no heart will be touched, no sinner won to Christ. On the other hand, if they are
connected with Christ, if the gifts of the Spirit are theirs, the poorest and most ignorant of His
disciples will have a power that will tell upon hearts. God makes them channels for the outflowing
of the highest influence in the universe.

Zeal for God moved the disciples to bear witness to the truth with mighty power. Should not this
zeal fire our hearts with a determination to tell the story of redeeming love, of Christ and Him
crucified? Is not the Spirit of God to come today, in answer to earnest, persevering prayer, and fill
men with power for service? Why, then, is the church so weak and spiritless?

When the Holy Spirit controls the minds of our church members, there will be seen in our churches
a much higher standard in speech, in ministry, in spirituality, than is now seen. The church members
will be refreshed by the water of life, and the laborers, working under one Head, even Christ, will
reveal their Master in spirit, in word, in deed, and will encourage one another to press forward in the
grand, closing work in which we are engaged. There will be a healthy increase of unity and love,
which will bear testimony to the world that God sent His Son to die for the redemption of sinners.
Divine truth will be exalted; and as it shines forth as a lamp that burneth, we shall understand it more
and still more clearly. —Counsels for the Church, pp. 99, 100.



Wednesday, December 16
The End-Time Remnant

Looking down through the ages to the close of time, Peter was inspired to outline conditions that
would exist in the world just prior to the second coming of Christ. “There shall come in the last days
scoffers,” he wrote, “walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of his coming?
for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.”
But “when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them” (1
Thessalonians 5:3). Not all, however, would be ensnared by the enemy’s devices. As the end of all
things earthly should approach, there would be faithful ones able to discern the signs of the times.
... There would be a remnant who would endure to the end.

Peter kept alive in his heart the hope of Christ's return, and he assured the church of the certain
fulfillment of the Saviour's promise, “If | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again, and receive
you unto myself” (John 14:3). To the tried and faithful ones the coming might seem long delayed,
but the apostle assured them: “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth
also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.

“Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all
holy conversation and godliness, looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein
the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?
Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness.

“Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him
in peace, without spot, and blameless. And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation;
even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto
you. . .. Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led
away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness. But grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:9-18). —Lift Him Up, p. 355.



Thursday, December 17
Modern Manifestations

As the disciples, filled with the power of the Spirit, went forth to proclaim the gospel, so God's
servants are to go forth today. Filled with an unselfish desire to give the message of mercy to those
who are in the darkness of error and unbelief, we are to take up the Lord’s work. He gives us our
part to do in cooperation with Him, and He will also move on the hearts of unbelievers to carry
forward His work in the regions beyond. Already many are receiving the Holy Spirit, and no longer
will the way be blocked by listless indifference.

Why has the history of the work of the disciples, as they labored with holy zeal, animated and
vitalized by the Holy Spirit, been recorded, if it is not that from this record the Lord’s people today
are to gain an inspiration to work earnestly for Him? What the Lord did for His people in that time,
it is just as essential, and more so, that He do for His people today. All that the apostles did, every
church member today is to do. And we are to work with as much more fervor, to be accompanied
by the Holy Spirit in as much greater measure, as the increase of wickedness demands a more
decided call to repentance.

Everyone on whom is shining the light of present truth is to be stirred with compassion for those
who are in darkness. From all believers light is to be reflected in clear, distinct rays. A work similar to
that which the Lord did through His delegated messengers after the day of Pentecost He is waiting
to do today. At this time, when the end of all things is at hand, should not the zeal of the church
exceed even that of the early church? Zeal for the glory of God moved the disciples to bear witness
to the truth with mighty power. Should not this zeal fire our hearts with a longing to tell the story of
redeeming love, of Christ and Him crucified? Should not the power of God be even more mightily
revealed today than in the time of the apostles? —Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 316.

The great work of the gospel is not to close with less manifestation of the power of God than
marked its opening. The prophecies which were fulfilled in the outpouring of the former rain at the
opening of the gospel, are again to be fulfilled in the latter rain at its close. . . .

Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining with holy consecration, will hasten from
place to place to proclaim the message from heaven. By thousands of voices, all over the earth, the
warning will be given. Miracles will be wrought, the sick will be healed, and signs and wonders will
follow the believers. Satan also works with lying wonders, even bringing down fire from heaven in
the sight of men. Thus the inhabitants of the earth will be brought to take their stand.

The message will be carried not so much by argument as by the deep conviction of the Spirit of
God. . . . The rays of light penetrate everywhere, the truth is seen in its clearness, and the honest
children of God sever the bands which have held them. —The Faith I Live By, p. 332.



Friday, December 18
For Further Reading

God’s Amazing Grace, "Pentecost,” July 4, p. 193.
Maranatha, "Another Pentecost Coming!” September 5, p. 256.



