Lesson 9
Sabbath Afternoon, November 21
Testing the Prophets

How shall we distinguish God's true servants from the false prophets who Christ said should arise
to deceive many? There is only one test of character—the law of Jehovah.

The Israelites placed over their doors a signature of blood to show that they were God's property.
So the children of God in this age will bear the signature God has appointed. They will place
themselves in harmony with God'’s holy law. A mark is placed upon every one of God's people just
as verily as a mark was placed over the doors of the Hebrew dwellings, to preserve the people from
the general ruin. God declares, "I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them”
(Ezekiel 20:12). ... There is no need for us to be deceived. . ..

Satanic agencies have made the earth a stage for horrors which no language can describe. War
and bloodshed are carried on by nations claiming to be Christian. A disregard for the law of God
has brought its sure result. The great conflict now being waged is not merely a strife of man against
man. On one side stands the Prince of life, acting as man'’s substitute and surety; on the other, the
prince of darkness, with the fallen angels under his command. . ..

There will be a sharp conflict between those who are loyal to God and those who cast scorn upon
His law. The church has joined hands with the world. Reverence to God's law has been subverted.
The religious leaders are teaching for doctrine the commandments of men. As it was in the days of
Noah, so it is in this age of the world. But shall the prevalence of disloyalty and transgression cause
those who have reverenced the law of God to have less respect for it, to unite with the powers of
earth to make it void? The truly loyal will not be carried away by the current of evil. They will not
throw scorn and contempt on that which God has set apart as holy. The test comes to every one.
There are only two sides. On which side are you? —That I May Know Him, p. 211.

Yet the fact that God has revealed His will to men through His word, has not rendered needless
the continued presence and guiding of the Holy Spirit. On the contrary, the Spirit was promised by
our Saviour, to open the word to His servants, to illuminate and apply its teachings. And since it was
the Spirit of God that inspired the Bible, it is impossible that the teaching of the Spirit should ever
be contrary to that of the word.

The Spirit was not given—nor can it ever be bestowed—to supersede the Bible; for the Scriptures
explicitly state that the word of God is the standard by which all teaching and experience must be
tested. Says the apostle John, "Believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God:
because many false prophets are gone out into the world.” 1 John 4:1. And Isaiah declares, “To the
law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in
them.” Isaiah 8:20. —The Great Controversy, p. vii.



Sunday, November 22
Role of the Supernatural

In harmony with the word of God, His Spirit was to continue its work throughout the period of the
gospel dispensation. During the ages while the Scriptures of both the Old and the New Testament
were being given, the Holy Spirit did not cease to communicate light to individual minds, apart from
the revelations to be embodied in the Sacred Canon. The Bible itself relates how, through the Holy
Spirit, men received warning, reproof, counsel, and instruction, in matters in no way relating to the
giving of the Scriptures. And mention is made of prophets in different ages, of whose utterances
nothing is recorded. In like manner, after the close of the canon of the Scripture, the Holy Spirit was
still to continue its work, to enlighten, warn, and comfort the children of God.

Jesus promised His disciples, “The Comforter which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send
in My name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever |
have said unto you.” “"When He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth: . .. and
He will show you things to come.” John 14:26; 16:13. Scripture plainly teaches that these promises,
so far from being limited to apostolic days, extend to the church of Christ in all ages. The Saviour
assures His followers, “I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” Matthew 28:20. And
Paul declares that the gifts and manifestations of the Spirit were set in the church “for the perfecting
of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in
the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure
of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” Ephesians 4:12, 13.

For the believers at Ephesus the apostle prayed, “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of glory, may give unto you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him: the eyes
of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of His calling, and. . .
what is the exceeding greatness of His power to usward who believe.” Ephesians 1:17-19. The
ministry of the divine Spirit in enlightening the understanding and opening to the mind the deep
things of God'’s holy word, was the blessing which Paul thus besought for the Ephesian church.

After the wonderful manifestation of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, Peter exhorted the
people to repentance and baptism in the name of Christ, for the remission of their sins; and he said:
“Ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” Acts 2:38, 39.

In immediate connection with the scenes of the great day of God, the Lord by the prophet Joel
has promised a special manifestation of His Spirit. Joel 2:28. This prophecy received a partial
fulfillment in the outpouring of the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost; but it will reach its full
accomplishment in the manifestation of divine grace which will attend the closing work of the
gospel. —The Great Controversy, pp. viii, ix.



Monday, November 23
Harmony With the Bible

God committed the preparation of His divinely inspired Word to finite man. This Word, arranged
into books, the Old and New Testaments, is the guidebook to the inhabitants of a fallen world,
bequeathed to them that, by studying and obeying the directions, not one soul would lose its way
to heaven.

The Bible points to God as its author; yet it was written by human hands; and in the varied style of
its different books it presents the characteristics of the several writers. The truths revealed are all
“given by inspiration of God” (2 Timothy 3:16); yet they are expressed in the words of men. The
Infinite One by His Holy Spirit has shed light into the minds and hearts of His servants. He has given
dreams and visions, symbols and figures; and those to whom the truth was thus revealed, have
themselves embodied the thought in human language.

The Lord speaks to human beings in imperfect speech, in order that the degenerate senses, the
dull, earthly perception, of earthly beings may comprehend His words. Thus is shown God's
condescension. He meets fallen human beings where they are. The Bible, perfect as it is in its
simplicity, does not answer to the great ideas of God; for infinite ideas cannot be perfectly embodied
in finite vehicles of thought. Instead of the expressions of the Bible being exaggerated, as many
people suppose, the strong expressions break down before the magnificence of the thought, though
the penman selected the most expressive language through which to convey the truths of higher
education. —The Faith I Live By, p. 10.

By patient, untiring labor, sometimes in the deep, dark caverns of the earth, by the light of torches,
the Sacred Scriptures were written out, verse by verse, chapter by chapter. Thus the work went on,
the revealed will of God shining out like pure gold; how much brighter, clearer, and more powerful
because of the trials undergone for its sake only those could realize who were engaged in the work.
Angels from heaven surrounded these faithful workers.

Satan had urged on the papal priests and prelates to bury the word of truth beneath the rubbish
of error, heresy, and superstition; but in a most wonderful manner it was preserved uncorrupted
through all the ages of darkness. It bore not the stamp of man, but the impress of God. Men have
been unwearied in their efforts to obscure the plain, simple meaning of the Scriptures, and to make
them contradict their own testimony; but like the ark upon the billowy deep, the word of God
outrides the storms that threaten it with destruction. As the mine has rich veins of gold and silver
hidden beneath the surface, so that all must dig who would discover its precious stores, so the Holy
Scriptures have treasures of truth that are revealed only to the earnest, humble, prayerful seeker.
God designed the Bible to be a lessonbook to all mankind, in childhood, youth, and manhood, and
to be studied through all time. He gave His word to men as a revelation of Himself. Every new truth
discerned is a fresh disclosure of the character of its Author. The study of the Scriptures is the means
divinely ordained to bring men into closer connection with their Creator and to give them a clearer
knowledge of His will. It is the medium of communication between God and man. —The Great
Controversy, p. 69.



Tuesday, November 24
The Incarnation of Christ

The incarnation of Christ is the mystery of all mysteries.

Christ was one with the Father, yet. . . He was willing to step down from the exaltation of one who
was equal with God.

That He might accomplish His purpose of love for the fallen race, He became bone of our bone
and flesh of our flesh.

How wide is the contrast between the divinity of Christ and the helpless infant in Bethlehem'’s
manger! How can we span the distance between the mighty God and a helpless child? And yet the
Creator of worlds, He in whom was the fullness of the Godhead bodily, was manifest in the helpless
babe in the manger. Far higher than any of the angels, equal with the Father in dignity and glory,
and yet wearing the garb of humanity! Divinity and humanity were mysteriously combined, and man
and God became one.

It would have been an almost infinite humiliation for the Son of God to take man'’s nature, even
when Adam stood in his innocence in Eden. But Jesus accepted humanity when the race had been
weakened by four thousand years of sin. Like every child of Adam He accepted the results of the
working of the great law of heredity. What these results were is shown in the history of His earthly
ancestors. He came with such a heredity to share our sorrows and temptations, and to give us the
example of a sinless life.

Those who claim that it was not possible for Christ to sin, cannot believe that He really took upon
Himself human nature. But was not Christ actually tempted, not only by Satan in the wilderness, but
all through His life, from childhood to manhood?

Our Saviour took humanity, with all its liabilities. He took the nature of man, with the possibility of
yielding to temptation. We have nothing to bear which He has not endured. —The Faith I Live By, p.
48.

His divine life could not be reckoned by human computation. The existence of Christ before His
incarnation is not measured by figures.

Christ was God essentially, and in the highest sense. He was with God from all eternity, God over
all, blessed forevermore. The Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God, existed from eternity, a distinct
person, yet one with the Father. He was the surpassing glory of heaven. He was the commander of
the heavenly intelligences, and the adoring homage of the angels was received by Him as His right.

He was equal with God, infinite and omnipotent. —The Faith I Live By, p. 46.



Wednesday, November 25
Positive Fruits

Those who have this union with Christ will declare it in spirit and word and work. Profession is
nothing unless in word and work good fruit is manifest. Unity, fellowship with one another and with
Christ—this is the fruit borne on every branch of the living vine. The cleansed soul, born again, has
a clear, distinct testimony to bear. . ..

To know God is, in the scriptural sense of the term, to be one with Him in heart and mind, having
an experimental knowledge of Him, holding reverential communion with Him as the Redeemer. Only
through sincere obedience can this communion be obtained. Where this communion is lacking, the
heart is not in any sense a temple of God, but is controlled by the foe, who is working out his own
purposes through the human agency. Such a man, whatever his profession or claims, is not a temple
of the Holy Spirit.

The experience is perfected by fruit bearing. He who does not bear good fruit in words and deeds,
in the strength of elevated, ennobling principle, is a bad tree. The fruit that he bears is unpalatable
to God. His professed knowledge of Christ is a falsehood, a deception. ...

In the light of the love of Christ, the gospel is an open book. This is the true light, which Christ
came to bring to the world. The Saviour's true disciples have received this love. . ..

Following Christ's example of unselfish service, trusting like little children in His merits, and
obeying His commands, we shall receive the approval of God. —Our Father Cares, p. 310.

The very last deception of Satan will be to make of none effect the testimony of the Spirit of God.
“Where there is no vision, the people perish” (Proverbs 29:18). Satan will work ingeniously, in
different ways and through different agencies, to unsettle the confidence of God's remnant people
in the true testimony. He will bring in spurious visions to mislead, and will mingle the false with the
true, and so disgust people that they will regard everything that bears the name of visions as a
species of fanaticism; but honest souls, by contrasting false and true, will be enabled to distinguish
between them. . ..

There is nothing more detrimental to the soul’s interest, its purity,- its true and holy conceptions
of God, and of sacred and eternal things, than constantly giving heed to and exalting that which is
not from God. It poisons the heart, and degrades the understanding. Pure truth can be traced to its
divine Source, by its elevating, refining, sanctifying influence upon the character of the receiver. The
Author of all truth prayed to His Father, "Neither pray | for these alone, but for them also which shall
believe on me through their word; that they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and | in thee,
that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me” (John 17:20, 21).
—Maranatha, p. 158.



Thursday, November 26
Fulfilled Prophecies

In the annals of human history the growth of nations, the rise and fall of empires, appear as
dependent on the will and prowess of man. The shaping of events seems, to a great degree, to be
determined by his power, ambition, or caprice. But in the word of God the curtain is drawn aside,
and we behold, behind, above, and through all the play and counterplay of human interests and
power and passions, the agencies of the all-merciful One, silently, patiently working out the counsels
of His own will. . ..

Amidst the strife and tumult of nations, He that sitteth above the cherubim still guides the affairs
of the earth. .. ..

The history of nations that one after another have occupied their allotted time and place,
unconsciously witnessing to the truth of which they themselves knew not the meaning, speaks to
us. ...

The history which the great | AM has marked out in His Word, uniting link after link in the prophetic
chain, from eternity in the past to eternity in the future, tells us where we are today in the procession
of the ages, and what may be expected in the time to come.

All that prophecy has foretold as coming to pass, until the present time, has been traced on the
pages of history, and we may be assured that all which is yet to come will be fulfilled in its order. . .

We need to study the working out of God's purpose in the history of nations and in the revelation
of things to come, that we may estimate at their true value things seen and things unseen; that we
may learn what is the true aim of life; that, viewing the things of time in the light of eternity, we may
put them to their truest and noblest use. Thus, learning here the principles of His kingdom and
becoming its subjects and citizens, we may be prepared at His coming to enter with Him into its
possession.

The day is at hand. For the lessons to be learned, the work to be done, the transformation of
character to be effected, the time remaining is but too brief a span. —Education, pp. 173, 178, 184.



Friday, November 27
For Further Reading

In Heavenly Places, "The Garden of God's Promises,” April 28, p. 125.
The Upward Look, “Mystery of the Incarnation,” September 3, p. 260.



