
Lesson 6 
Sabbath Afternoon, October 31 
The Prophetic Writings 
 
The wise men from the East were philosophers. They belonged to a large and influential class, that 

included men of noble birth, and comprised much of the wealth and learning of their nation. . . . As 
these magi studied the starry heavens, and sought to fathom the mystery hidden in their bright 
paths, they beheld the glory of the Creator. Seeking clearer knowledge, they turned to the Hebrew 
Scriptures. In their own land were treasured prophetic writings that predicted the coming of a divine 
teacher. . . . But in the Old Testament the Saviour’s advent was more clearly revealed. The magi 
learned with joy that His coming was near, and that the whole world was to be filled with a 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord. 

The wise men had seen a mysterious light in the heavens upon that night when the glory of God 
flooded the hills of Bethlehem. As the light faded, a luminous star appeared, and lingered in the sky. 
. . . Could this strange star have been sent as a harbinger of the Promised One? . . . Through dreams 
they were instructed to go in search of the newborn Prince. . . . 

As by faith Abraham went forth at the call of God, “not knowing whither he went” (Hebrews 11:8); 
as by faith Israel followed the pillar of cloud to the Promised Land, so did these Gentiles go forth to 
find the promised Saviour. The Eastern country abounded in precious things, and the magi did not 
set out empty-handed. It was the custom to offer presents as an act of homage to princes or other 
personages of rank, and the richest gifts the land afforded were borne as an offering to Him in whom 
all the families of the earth were to be blessed. It was necessary to journey by night in order to keep 
the star in view; but the travelers beguiled the hours by repeating traditional sayings and prophetic 
utterances concerning the One they sought. At every pause for rest they searched the prophecies; 
and the conviction deepened that they were divinely guided. While they had the star before them 
as an outward sign, they had also the inward evidence of the Holy Spirit, which was impressing their 
hearts, and inspiring them with hope. The journey, though long, was a happy one to them. 

They have reached the land of Israel, and are descending the Mount of Olives, with Jerusalem in 
sight, when lo, the star that has guided them all the weary way rests above the temple, and after a 
season fades from their view. With eager steps they press onward, confidently expecting the 
Messiah’s birth to be the joyful burden of every tongue. But their inquiries are in vain. Entering the 
holy city, they repair to the temple. To their amazement they find none who seem to have a 
knowledge of the newborn King. . . . 

The wise men departed alone from Jerusalem. The shadows of night were falling as they left the 
gates, but to their great joy they again saw the star, and were directed to Bethlehem. —The Desire of 
Ages, pp. 59–63. 

 
 

 



Sunday, November 01 
The Call to Write 
 
When feasting upon God’s word, because of the precious light you gather therefrom, present it to 

others that they may feast with you. But let your communications be free and heartfelt. You can best 
meet the people where they are, rather than in seeking for lofty words which reach to the third 
heavens. The people are not there, but right here in this sorrowing, sinful, corrupt world, battling 
with the stern realities of life. 

Christ came not to be ministered unto, but to minister. He was our example, and God has 
apportioned to us our work, to minister to the necessities of others, according to the ability He has 
given us. As we use this ability to the best account, it will increase. Those who do all they can on 
their part with what God has entrusted to them, and bear their whole weight upon Him, He will 
strengthen them just when strength is required. In thus doing, we give God room to work for us; to 
teach and lead and impress us, and make us channels through which His light can be communicated 
to many who are in darkness. —Counsels to Writers and Editors, p. 87. 

 
Speech and pen are to be under the control of the Holy Spirit. If this is not the case with the writers. 

. . they might better lay aside the pen, and take up work of another order. God calls us into the 
mount to talk with Him, and when by faith we behold Him who is invisible, our words will not be 
cheap and common. . . . Crowd in subjects weighty with eternal interests. Put not the crib too high 
for the minds of the common people. Let the articles be written with Christlike simplicity, and let 
them be free from all chaff and stubble, for this will be consumed as worthless. God calls for 
consecrated pens. The articles. . . should be full of practical, elevating, ennobling thoughts, which 
will help and teach and strengthen the mind that reads them. God help our editors to choose wisely. 
. . . 

As much as you please you may uplift Christ our Saviour. “We all, with open face beholding as in 
a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory [from character 
to character], even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” Those who love and serve God are to be the light of 
the world, shining amid moral darkness. —Counsels to Writers and Editors, pp. 19, 20. 

 
 

 



Monday, November 02 
Literary Genres and Styles 
 
To meet this growing evil, God provided other agencies as an aid to parents in the work of 

education. From the earliest times, prophets had been recognized as teachers divinely appointed. In 
the highest sense the prophet was one who spoke by direct inspiration, communicating to the 
people the messages he had received from God. But the name was given also to those who, though 
not so directly inspired, were divinely called to instruct the people in the works and ways of God. 
For the training of such a class of teachers, Samuel, by the Lord’s direction, established the schools 
of the prophets. 

These schools were intended to serve as a barrier against the wide-spreading corruption, to 
provide for the mental and spiritual welfare of the youth, and to promote the prosperity of the nation 
by furnishing it with men qualified to act in the fear of God as leaders and counselors. To this end, 
Samuel gathered companies of young men who were pious, intelligent, and studious. These were 
called the sons of the prophets. As they studied the word and the works of God, His life-giving power 
quickened the energies of mind and soul, and the students received wisdom from above. The 
instructors were not only versed in divine truth, but had themselves enjoyed communion with God, 
and had received the special endowment of His Spirit. They had the respect and confidence of the 
people, both for learning and for piety. In Samuel’s day there were two of these schools—one at 
Ramah, the home of the prophet, and the other at Kirjath-jearim. In later times others were 
established. . . . 

In both the school and the home much of the teaching was oral; but the youth also learned to 
read the Hebrew writings, and the parchment rolls of the Old Testament Scriptures were open to 
their study. The chief subjects of study in these schools were the law of God, with the instruction 
given to Moses, sacred history, sacred music, and poetry. In the records of sacred history were traced 
the footsteps of Jehovah. The great truths set forth by the types in the service of the sanctuary were 
brought to view, and faith grasped the central object of all that system—the Lamb of God, that was 
to take away the sin of the world. A spirit of devotion was cherished. Not only were the students 
taught the duty of prayer, but they were taught how to pray, how to approach their Creator, how to 
exercise faith in Him, and how to understand and obey the teachings of His Spirit. Sanctified intellect 
brought forth from the treasure house of God things new and old, and the Spirit of God was 
manifested in prophecy and sacred song. —Education, pp. 46, 47. 

 
 

 



Tuesday, November 03 
Literary Assistants 
 
It was about this time that the Lord commanded Jeremiah to commit to writing the messages He 

desired to bear to those for whose salvation His heart of pity was continually yearning. “Take thee a 
roll of a book,” the Lord bade His servant, “and write therein all the words that I have spoken unto 
thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I spake unto thee, 
from the days of Josiah, even unto this day. It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil 
which I purpose to do unto them; that they may return every man from his evil way; that I may 
forgive their iniquity and their sin.” Jeremiah 36:2, 3. 

In obedience to this command, Jeremiah called to his aid a faithful friend, Baruch the scribe, and 
dictated “all the words of the Lord, which He had spoken unto him.” Verse 4. These were carefully 
written out on a roll of parchment and constituted a solemn reproof for sin, a warning of the sure 
result of continual apostasy, and an earnest appeal for the renunciation of all evil. 

When the writing was completed, Jeremiah, who was still a prisoner, sent Baruch to read the roll 
to the multitudes who were assembling at the temple on the occasion of a national fast day, “in the 
fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, in the ninth month.” “It may be,” the prophet 
said, “they will present their supplication before the Lord, and will return everyone from his evil way: 
for great is the anger and the fury that the Lord hath pronounced against this people.” Verses 9, 7. 

Baruch obeyed, and the roll was read before all the people of Judah. Afterward the scribe was 
summoned before the princes to read the words to them. They listened with great interest and 
promised to inform the king concerning all they had heard, but counseled the scribe to hide himself, 
for they feared the king would reject the testimony and seek to slay those who had prepared and 
delivered the message. 

When King Jehoiakim was told by the princes what Baruch had read, he immediately ordered the 
roll brought before him and read in his hearing. One of the royal attendants, Jehudi by name, fetched 
the roll and began reading the words of reproof and warning. It was the time of winter, and the king 
and his companions of state, the princes of Judah, were gathered about an open fire. Only a small 
portion had been read, when the king, far from trembling at the danger hanging over himself and 
his people, seized the roll and in a frenzy of rage “cut it with the penknife and cast it into the fire 
that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed.” Verse 23. 

Neither the king nor his princes were afraid “nor rent their garments.” Certain of the princes, 
however, “had made intercession to the king that he would not burn the roll: but he would not hear 
them.” The writing having been destroyed, the wrath of the wicked king rose against Jeremiah and 
Baruch, and he forthwith sent for them to be taken; “but the Lord hid them.” Verses 24–26. 

In bringing to the attention of the temple worshipers, and of the princes and king, the written 
admonitions contained in the inspired roll, God was graciously seeking to warn the men of Judah 
for their good. “It may be,” He said, “the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do 
unto them; that they may return every man from his evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and 
their sin.” Verse 3. God pities men struggling in the blindness of perversity; He seeks to enlighten 
the darkened understanding by sending reproofs and threatenings designed to cause the most 
exalted to feel their ignorance and to deplore their errors. He endeavors to help the self-complacent 
to become dissatisfied with their vain attainments and to seek for spiritual blessing through a close 
connection with heaven. —Prophets and Kings, pp. 432, 433. 

 
 

 



Wednesday, November 04 
Literary Sources 
 
As the Spirit of God has opened to my mind the great truths of His Word, and the scenes of the 

past and the future, I have been bidden to make known to others that which has thus been 
revealed—to trace the history of the controversy in past ages, and especially so to present it as to 
shed a light on the fast-approaching struggle of the future. In pursuance of this purpose, I have 
endeavored to select and group together events in the history of the church in such a manner as to 
trace the unfolding of the great testing truths that at different periods have been given to the world, 
that have excited the wrath of Satan, and the enmity of a world-loving church, and that have been 
maintained by the witness of those who “loved not their lives unto the death” (Revelation 12:11). . . 
. 

The great events which have marked the progress of reform in past ages are matters of history, 
well known and universally acknowledged by the Protestant world; they are facts which none can 
gainsay. This history I have presented briefly, in accordance with the scope of the book, and the 
brevity which must necessarily be observed, the facts having been condensed into as little space as 
seemed consistent with a proper understanding of their application. 

In some cases where a historian has so grouped together events as to afford, in brief, a 
comprehensive view of the subject, or has summarized details in a convenient manner, his words 
have been quoted; but in some instances no specific credit has been given, since the quotations are 
not given for the purpose of citing that writer as authority, but because his statement affords a ready 
and forcible presentation of the subject. 

In narrating the experience and views of those carrying forward the work of reform in our time, 
similar use has been made of their published works. —Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 228. 

 
In that hour of solemn responsibility, the apostle was calm and self-possessed. His heart was 

burdened with an important message, and the words that fell from his lips convinced his hearers 
that he was no idle babbler. “Ye men of Athens,” he said, “I perceive that in all things ye are too 
superstitious. For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, To 
the Unknown God. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, Him declare I unto you.” With all their 
intelligence and general knowledge, they were ignorant of the God who created the universe. Yet 
there were some who were longing for greater light. They were reaching out toward the Infinite. 

With hand outstretched toward the temple crowded with idols, Paul poured out the burden of his 
soul, and exposed the fallacies of the religion of the Athenians. The wisest of his hearers were 
astonished as they listened to his reasoning. He showed himself familiar with their works of art, their 
literature, and their religion. Pointing to their statuary and idols, he declared that God could not be 
likened to forms of man’s devising. These graven images could not, in the faintest sense, represent 
the glory of Jehovah. He reminded them that these images had no life, but were controlled by human 
power, moving only when the hands of men moved them; and therefore those who worshiped them 
were in every way superior to that which they worshiped. 

Paul drew the minds of his idolatrous hearers beyond the limits of their false religion to a true view 
of the Deity, whom they had styled the “Unknown God.” This Being, whom he now declared unto 
them, was independent of man, needing nothing from human hands to add to His power and glory. 
—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 237. 

 
 

 



Thursday, November 05 
Divine Message and Human Imperfections 
 
God has been pleased to communicate His truth to the world by human agencies, and He Himself, 

by His Holy Spirit, qualified men and enabled them to do this work. He guided the mind in the 
selection of what to speak and what to write. The treasure was intrusted to earthen vessels, yet it is, 
none the less, from Heaven. . . . The obedient, believing child of God beholds in it [the testimony of 
God] the glory of a divine power, full of grace and truth. 

The writers of the Bible had to express their ideas in human language. It was written by human 
men. These men were inspired of the Holy Spirit. Because of the imperfections of human 
understanding of language, or the perversity of the human mind, ingenious in evading truth, many 
read and understand the Bible to please themselves. It is not that the difficulty is in the Bible. . . . 

The Scriptures were given to men, not in a continuous chain of unbroken utterances, but piece by 
piece through successive generations, as God in His providence saw a fitting opportunity to impress 
man at sundry times and divers places. Men wrote as they were moved upon by the Holy Ghost. . . . 

Christ as manifested to the patriarchs, as symbolized in the sacrificial service, as portrayed in the 
law, and as revealed by the prophets, is the riches of the Old Testament. Christ in His life, His death, 
and His resurrection, Christ as He is manifested by the Holy Spirit, is the treasure of the New 
Testament. Our Saviour, the outshining of the Father’s glory, is both the Old and the New. . . . The 
Old Testament sheds light upon the New, and the New upon the Old. Each is a revelation of the 
glory of God in Christ. Both present truths that will continually reveal new depths of meaning to the 
earnest seeker. 

Jesus said of the Old Testament Scriptures—and how much more it is true of the New—“They are 
they which testify of me” (John 5:39). . . . Yes, the whole Bible tells of Christ. From the first record of 
creation, for “without him was not any thing made that was made” (John 1:3), to the closing promise, 
“Behold, I come quickly” (Revelation 22:12), we are reading of His works and listening to His voice. 
If you would become acquainted with the Saviour, study the Holy Scriptures. —The Faith I Live By, pp. 
11, 12. 

 
 

 



Friday, November 06 
For Further Reading 
 
Ye Shall Receive Power, “Light Lasting Until the End,” August 30, p. 251. 
God’s Amazing Grace, “Christ Our Righteousness,” June 24, p. 183. 
 


