Lesson 5
Sabbath Afternoon, October 24
Revelation and Inspiration

The word of God, like the character of its divine Author, presents mysteries that can never be fully
comprehended by finite beings. The entrance of sin into the world, the incarnation of Christ,
regeneration, the resurrection, and many other subjects presented in the Bible, are mysteries too
deep for the human mind to explain, or even fully to comprehend. But we have no reason to doubt
God'’s word because we cannot understand the mysteries of His providence. In the natural world we
are constantly surrounded with mysteries that we cannot fathom. The very humblest forms of life
present a problem that the wisest of philosophers is powerless to explain. Everywhere are wonders
beyond our ken. Should we then be surprised to find that in the spiritual world also there are
mysteries that we cannot fathom? The difficulty lies solely in the weakness and narrowness of the
human mind. God has given us in the Scriptures sufficient evidence of their divine character, and we
are not to doubt His word because we cannot understand all the mysteries of His providence.

The apostle Peter says that there are in Scripture “things hard to be understood, which they that
are unlearned and unstable wrest. . . unto their own destruction.” 2 Peter 3:16. The difficulties of
Scripture have been urged by skeptics as an argument against the Bible; but so far from this, they
constitute a strong evidence of its divine inspiration. If it contained no account of God but that which
we could easily comprehend; if His greatness and majesty could be grasped by finite minds, then
the Bible would not bear the unmistakable credentials of divine authority. The very grandeur and
mystery of the themes presented should inspire faith in it as the word of God.

The Bible unfolds truth with a simplicity and a perfect adaptation to the needs and longings of the
human heart, that has astonished and charmed the most highly cultivated minds, while it enables
the humblest and uncultured to discern the way of salvation. And yet these simply stated truths lay
hold upon subjects so elevated, so far-reaching, so infinitely beyond the power of human
comprehension, that we can accept them only because God has declared them. Thus the plan of
redemption is laid open to us, so that every soul may see the steps he is to take in repentance toward
God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ, in order to be saved in God's appointed way; yet beneath
these truths, so easily understood, lie mysteries that are the hiding of His glory—mysteries that
overpower the mind in its research, yet inspire the sincere seeker for truth with reverence and faith.
The more he searches the Bible, the deeper is his conviction that it is the word of the living God, and
human reason bows before the majesty of divine revelation. —Steps to Christ, pp. 106, 107.



Sunday, October 25
General and Special Revelation

To acknowledge that we cannot fully comprehend the great truths of the Bible is only to admit
that the finite mind is inadequate to grasp the infinite; that man, with his limited, human knowledge,
cannot understand the purposes of Omniscience.

Because they cannot fathom all its mysteries, the skeptic and the infidel reject God's word; and
not all who profess to believe the Bible are free from danger on this point. The apostle says, “Take
heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.”
Hebrews 3:12. It is right to study closely the teachings of the Bible and to search into “the deep
things of God” so far as they are revealed in Scripture. 1 Corinthians 2:10. While “the secret things
belong unto the Lord our God,” “those things which are revealed belong unto us.” Deuteronomy
29:29. But it is Satan’s work to pervert the investigative powers of the mind. A certain pride is mingled
with the consideration of Bible truth, so that men feel impatient and defeated if they cannot explain
every portion of Scripture to their satisfaction. It is too humiliating to them to acknowledge that they
do not understand the inspired words. They are unwilling to wait patiently until God shall see fit to
reveal the truth to them. They feel that their unaided human wisdom is sufficient to enable them to
comprehend the Scripture, and failing to do this, they virtually deny its authority. It is true that many
theories and doctrines popularly supposed to be derived from the Bible have no foundation in its
teaching, and indeed are contrary to the whole tenor of inspiration. These things have been a cause
of doubt and perplexity to many minds. They are not, however, chargeable to God's word, but to
man’s perversion of it.

If it were possible for created beings to attain to a full understanding of God and His works, then,
having reached this point, there would be for them no further discovery of truth, no growth in
knowledge, no further development of mind or heart. God would no longer be supreme; and man,
having reached the limit of knowledge and attainment, would cease to advance. Let us thank God
that it is not so. God is infinite; in Him are “all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” Colossians
2:3. And to all eternity men may be ever searching, ever learning, and yet never exhaust the treasures
of His wisdom, His goodness, and His power. God intends that even in this life the truths of His word
shall be ever unfolding to His people. There is only one way in which this knowledge can be obtained.
We can attain to an understanding of God’s word only through the illumination of that Spirit by
which the word was given. "The things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God;" “for the Spirit
search-eth all things, yea, the deep things of God.” 1 Corinthians 2:11, 10. And the Saviour's promise
to His followers was, “"When He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth. . . . For
He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto you.” John 16:13, 14. —Steps to Christ, pp. 108, 109.



Monday, October 26
The Process of Inspiration

It is the first and highest duty of every rational being to learn from the Scriptures what is truth,
and then to walk in the light and encourage others to follow his example. We should day by day
study the Bible diligently, weighing every thought and comparing scripture with scripture. With
divine help we are to form our opinions for ourselves as we are to answer for ourselves before God.

The truths most plainly revealed in the Bible have been involved in doubt and darkness by learned
men, who, with a pretense of great wisdom, teach that the Scriptures have a mystical, a secret,
spiritual meaning not apparent in the language employed. These men are false teachers. It was to
such a class that Jesus declared: “Ye know not the Scriptures, neither the power of God.” Mark 12:24.
The language of the Bible should be explained according to its obvious meaning, unless a symbol
or figure is employed. Christ has given the promise: “If any man will do His will, he shall know of the
doctrine.” John 7:17. If men would but take the Bible as it reads, if there were no false teachers to
mislead and confuse their minds, a work would be accomplished that would make angels glad and
that would bring into the fold of Christ thousands upon thousands who are now wandering in error.

We should exert all the powers of the mind in the study of the Scriptures and should task the
understanding to comprehend, as far as mortals can, the deep things of God; yet we must not forget
that the docility and submission of a child is the true spirit of the learner. Scriptural difficulties can
never be mastered by the same methods that are employed in grappling with philosophical
problems. We should not engage in the study of the Bible with that self-reliance with which so many
enter the domains of science, but with a prayerful dependence upon God and a sincere desire to
learn His will. We must come with a humble and teachable spirit to obtain knowledge from the great
| AM. Otherwise, evil angels will so blind our minds and harden our hearts that we shall not be
impressed by the truth. —The Great Controversy, pp. 598, 599.

Nature and revelation alike testify of God's love. Our Father in heaven is the source of life, of
wisdom, and of joy. Look at the wonderful and beautiful things of nature. Think of their marvelous
adaptation to the needs and happiness, not only of man, but of all living creatures. The sunshine
and the rain, that gladden and refresh the earth, the hills and seas and plains, all speak to us of the
Creator's love. It is God who supplies the daily needs of all His creatures. . ..

“God is love” is written upon every opening bud, upon every spire of springing grass. The lovely
birds making the air vocal with their happy songs, the delicately tinted flowers in their perfection
perfuming the air, the lofty trees of the forest with their rich foliage of living green—all testify to the
tender, fatherly care of our God and to His desire to make His children happy.

The word of God reveals His character. He Himself has declared His infinite love and pity. When
Moses prayed, “Show me Thy glory,” the Lord answered, "I will make all My goodness pass before
thee.” Exodus 33:18, 19. This is His glory. The Lord passed before Moses, and proclaimed, “The Lord,
The Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin.” Exodus 34:6, 7. He is “slow to
anger, and of great kindness,” "because He delighteth in mercy.” Jonah 4:2; Micah 7:18. —Steps to
Christ, pp. 9, 10.



Tuesday, October 27
Oral Messages

Nathan fixed his eyes upon the king; then, lifting his right hand to heaven, he solemnly declared,
“Thou art the man.” "Wherefore,” he continued, "hast thou despised the commandment of the Lord,
to do evil in His sight?” The guilty may attempt, as David had done, to conceal their crime from men;
they may seek to bury the evil deed forever from human sight or knowledge; but “all things are
naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.” Hebrews 4:13. “There is nothing
covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known.” Matthew 10:26.

Nathan declared: "Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, | anointed thee king over Israel, and | delivered
thee out of the hand of Saul. . .. Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the Lord, to
do evil in His sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be
thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon. Now therefore the sword shall
never depart from thine house. . . . Behold, | will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house,
and | will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbor. . . . For thou didst it
secretly; but | will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun.”

The prophet’s rebuke touched the heart of David; conscience was aroused; his guilt appeared in
all its enormity. His soul was bowed in penitence before God. With trembling lips he said, “I have
sinned against the Lord.” All wrong done to others reaches back from the injured one to God. David
had committed a grievous sin, toward both Uriah and Bathsheba, and he keenly felt this. But infinitely
greater was his sin against God. . . .

Very many, reading the history of David’s fall, have inquired, “Why has this record been made
public? Why did God see fit to throw open to the world this dark passage in the life of one so highly
honored of Heaven?” The prophet, in his reproof to David, had declared concerning his sin, “By this
deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme.” Through successive
generations infidels have pointed to the character of David, bearing this dark stain, and have
exclaimed in triumph and derision, “This is the man after God’'s own heart!” Thus a reproach has
been brought upon religion, God and His word have been blasphemed, souls have been hardened
in unbelief, and many, under a cloak of piety, have become bold in sin.

But the history of David furnishes no countenance to sin. It was when he was walking in the counsel
of God that he was called a man after God’'s own heart. When he sinned, this ceased to be true of
him until by repentance he had returned to the Lord. The word of God plainly declares, “The thing
that David had done was evil in the eyes of the Lord.” 2 Samuel 11:27, margin. And the Lord said to
David by the prophet, “"Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the Lord, to do evil in
His sight? . . . Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast
despised Me.” Though David repented of his sin and was forgiven and accepted by the Lord, he
reaped the baleful harvest of the seed he himself had sown. The judgments upon him and upon his
house testify to God’s abhorrence of the sin. . ..

David's repentance was sincere and deep. There was no effort to palliate his crime. No desire to
escape the judgments threatened, inspired his prayer. But he saw the enormity of his transgression
against God; he saw the defilement of his soul; he loathed his sin. It was not for pardon only that he
prayed, but for purity of heart. David did not in despair give over the struggle. In the promises of
God to repentant sinners he saw the evidence of his pardon and acceptance. —Patriarchs and Prophets,
pp. 721-723, 725.



Wednesday, October 28
Written Messages

The lives recorded in the Bible are authentic histories of actual individuals. From Adam down
through successive generations to the times of the apostles we have a plain, unvarnished account
of what actually occurred and the genuine experience of real characters. It is a subject of wonder to
many that inspired history should narrate in the lives of good men facts that tarnish their moral
characters. . . . The inspired writers did not testify to falsehoods to prevent the pages of sacred
history being clouded by the record of human frailties and faults. . . .

It is one of the best evidences of the authenticity of the Scriptures that the truth is not glossed
over nor the sins of its chief characters suppressed. ... How many biographies have been written of
faultless Christians, who, in their ordinary home life and church relations, shone as examples of
immaculate piety. ... Yet had the pen of inspiration written their histories, how different would they
have appeared. There would have been revealed human weaknesses, struggles with selfishness,
bigotry, and pride, hidden sins, perhaps, and the continual warfare between the spirit and the flesh.

Had our good Bible been written by uninspired persons, it would have presented quite a different
appearance and would have been a discouraging study to erring mortals, who are contending with
natural frailties and the temptations of a wily foe. But as it is, we have a correct record of the religious
experience of marked characters in Bible history. Men whom God favored, and to whom He
entrusted great responsibilities, were sometimes overcome by temptation and committed sins, even
as we of the present day strive, waver, and frequently fall into error. But it is encouraging to
desponding hearts to know that through God's grace they could gain fresh vigor to again rise above
their evil natures; and, remembering this, we are ready to renew the conflict ourselves. —Conflict and
Courage, p. 7.

The murmurings of ancient Israel and their rebellious discontent, as well as the mighty miracles
wrought in their favor and the punishment of their idolatry and ingratitude, are recorded for our
benefit. The example of ancient Israel is given as a warning to the people of God, that they may
avoid unbelief and escape His wrath. If the iniquities of the Hebrews had been omitted from the
Sacred Record, and only their virtues recounted, their history would fail to teach us the lesson that
it does. . ..

God is as powerful to save from sin today as He was in the times of the patriarchs, of David, and
of the prophets and apostles. The multitude of cases recorded in sacred history where God has
delivered His people from their own iniquities should make the Christian of this time eager to receive
divine instruction and zealous to perfect a character that will bear the close inspection of the
judgment. —Conflict and Courage, p. 8.



Thursday, October 29
Drama, Symbols, Parables

The great Teacher proclaimed the truth to humanity, many of whom could not be educated in the
schools of the rabbis, neither in Greek philosophy. Jesus uttered truth in a plain, direct manner,
giving vital force and impressiveness to all His utterances. . . .

The rabbis and teachers had virtually shut up the kingdom of heaven from the poor and the
afflicted, and left them to perish. In His discourses Christ did not bring many things before them at
once, lest He might confuse their minds. He made every point clear and distinct. . . .

Christ was the originator of all the ancient gems of truth. Through the work of the enemy these
truths had been displaced. They had been disconnected from their true position and placed in the
framework of error. Christ's work was to readjust and establish the precious gems in the framework
of truth. The principles of truth that had been given by Himself to bless the world had, through
Satan’s agency, been buried and had apparently become extinct. Christ rescued them from the
rubbish of error, gave them a new, vital force, and commanded them to shine as precious jewels and
stand fast forever. Christ Himself could use any of these old truths without borrowing the smallest
particle, for He had originated them all. . ..

As Christ presented these truths to minds, He broke up their accustomed train of thought as little
as possible. . . . He therefore aroused their minds by presenting truth through the agency of their
most familiar associations. He used illustrations in His teaching that called into activity their most
hallowed recollections and sympathies, that He might reach the inner temple of the soul. Identifying
Himself with their interests, He drew His illustrations from the great book of nature, using objects
with which they were familiar. The lily of the field, the seed sown by the sower, the springing up of
the seed, and the harvesting of the grain, the birds of the air—all these figures He used to present
divine truth, for these would remind them of His lessons whenever they should afterward look upon
them. ...

Although Satan has misrepresented God's purposes, falsified His character, and caused people to
look upon God in a false light, yet through the ages God's love for His earthly children has never
ceased. Christ's work was to reveal the Father as merciful, compassionate, full of goodness and
truth.... The only begotten Son of God sweeps back the hellish shadow in which Satan has enveloped
the Father, and declares, "I and My Father are one; look on Me and behold God.” —Christ Triumphant,
p. 225.



Friday, October 30
For Further Reading

This Day With God, "Let Christ Guide,” December 18, p. 361.
The Upward Look, “Nature's Lesson Book,” June 2, p. 167.



