Lesson 2
Sabbath Afternoon, October 03
The Call of a Prophet

During the years since the Lord first manifested Himself to the son of Hannah, Samuel’s call to the
prophetic office had come to be acknowledged by the whole nation. By faithfully delivering the
divine warning to the house of Eli, painful and trying as the duty had been, Samuel had given proof
of his fidelity as Jehovah's messenger; “and the Lord was with him, and did let none of his words fall
to the ground. And all Israel from Dan even to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was established to be
a prophet of the Lord.”

The Israelites as a nation still continued in a state of irreligion and idolatry, and as a punishment
they remained in subjection to the Philistines. During this time Samuel visited the cities and villages
throughout the land, seeking to turn the hearts of the people to the God of their fathers; and his
efforts were not without good results. After suffering the oppression of their enemies for twenty
years, the Israelites “mourned after the Lord.” Samuel counseled them, “If ye do return unto the Lord
with all your hearts, then put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare
your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only” (1 Samuel 7:3).

Here we see that practical piety, heart religion, was taught in the days of Samuel as taught by
Christ when He was upon the earth. Without the grace of Christ the outward forms of religion were
valueless to ancient Israel. They are the same to modern Israel.

There is need today of such a revival of true heart religion as was experienced by ancient Israel.
Repentance is the first step that must be taken by all who would return to God. No one can do this
work for another. We must individually humble our souls before God and put away our idols. When
we have done all that we can do, the Lord will manifest to us His salvation. —Ye Shall Receive Power, p.
261.

As Elijah, divinely directed in seeking a successor, passed the field in which Elisha was plowing, he
cast upon the young man'’s shoulders the mantle of consecration. . .. To him it was the signal that
God had called him to be the successor of Elijah. . .. Elisha must count the cost—decide for himself
to accept or reject the call. If his desires clung to his home and its advantages, he was at liberty to
remain there. But Elisha understood the meaning of the call. ... Not for any worldly advantage would
he forgo the opportunity of becoming God’s messenger, or sacrifice the privilege of association with
His servant. . . . Without hesitation he left a home where he was beloved, to attend the prophet in
his uncertain life. . ..

Many long for special talent with which to do a wonderful work, while the duties lying close at
hand, the performance of which would make the life fragrant, are lost sight of. . . . Success depends
not so much on talent as on energy and willingness. It is not the possession of splendid talents that
enables us to render acceptable service, but the conscientious performance of daily duties, the
contented spirit, the unaffected, sincere interest in the welfare of others. In the humblest lot true
excellence may be found. The commonest tasks, wrought with loving faithfulness, are beautiful in
God's sight. —Conflict and Courage, p. 221.



Sunday, October 04
Abraham, Defender of the Covenant

As the Bible presents two laws, one changeless and eternal, the other provisional and temporary,
so there are two covenants. The cove--nant of grace was first made with man in Eden, when after
the Fall, there was given a divine promise that the seed of the woman should bruise the serpent’s
head. To all men this covenant offered pardon, and the assisting grace of God for future obedience
through faith in Christ. It also promised them eternal life on condition of fidelity to God's law. Thus
the patriarchs received the hope of salvation.

This same covenant was renewed to Abraham in the promise, “In thy seed shall all the nations of
the earth be blessed.” Genesis 22:18. This promise pointed to Christ. So Abraham understood it, and
he trusted in Christ for the forgiveness of sins. It was this faith that was accounted unto him for
righteousness. The covenant with Abraham also maintained the authority of God's law. The Lord
appeared unto Abraham, and said, “I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.”
The testimony of God concerning His faithful servant was, “Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my
charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.” Genesis 17:1; 26:5. . ..

The Abrahamic covenant was ratified by the blood of Christ, and it is called the “second,” or “new,”
covenant, because the blood by which it was sealed was shed after the blood of the first covenant.
—The Faith I Live By, p. 77.

After the Flood the people once more increased on the earth, and wickedness also increased. . ..
The Lord finally left the hardened transgressors to follow their evil ways, while He chose Abraham,
of the line of Shem, and made him the keeper of His law for future generations. . . .

Though this covenant was made with Adam and renewed to Abraham, it could not be ratified until
the death of Christ. It had existed by the promise of God since the first intimation of redemption
had been given; it had been accepted by faith; yet when ratified by Christ, it is called a new covenant.
The law of God was the basis of this covenant, which was simply an arrangement for bringing men
again into harmony with the divine will, placing them where they could obey God's law. —God’s
Amazing Grace, p. 133.



Monday, October 05
The Elijah Message

Among the mountains of Gilead, east of the Jordan, there dwelt in the days of Ahab a man of faith
and prayer whose fearless ministry was destined to check the rapid spread of apostasy in Israel. Far
removed from any city of renown, and occupying no high station in life, Elijah the Tishbite
nevertheless entered upon his mission confident in God'’s purpose to prepare the way before him
and to give him abundant success. The word of faith and power was upon his lips, and his whole life
was devoted to the work of reform. His was the voice of one crying in the wilderness to rebuke sin
and press back the tide of evil. And while he came to the people as a reprover of sin, his message
offered the balm of Gilead to the sin-sick souls of all who desired to be healed. . ..

To Elijah was entrusted the mission of delivering to Ahab Heaven's message of judgment. He did
not seek to be the Lord’s messenger; the word of the Lord came to him. And jealous for the honor
of God's cause, he did not hesitate to obey the divine summons, though to obey seemed to invite
swift destruction at the hand of the wicked king. . ..

It was only by the exercise of strong faith in the unfailing power of God's word that Elijah delivered
his message. Had he not possessed implicit confidence in the One whom he served, he would never
have appeared before Ahab. On his way to Samaria, Elijah had passed by ever-flowing streams, hills
covered with verdure, and stately forests that seemed beyond the reach of drought. Everything on
which the eye rested was clothed with beauty. The prophet might have wondered how the streams
that had never ceased their flow could become dry, or how those hills and valleys could be burned
with drought. But he gave no place to unbelief. He fully believed that God would humble apostate
Israel, and that through judgments they would be brought to repentance. The fiat of Heaven had
gone forth; God's word could not fail; and at the peril of his life Elijah fearlessly fulfilled his
commission. —Conflict and Courage, p. 205.

God would have His honor exalted before men as supreme, and His counsels confirmed in the
eyes of the people. The witness of the prophet Elijah on Mount Carmel gives the example of one
who stood wholly for God and His work in the earth. ... “Let it be known this day that thou art God
in Israel,” he prays, “and that | am thy servant, and that | have done all these things at thy word. Hear
me, O Lord,” he pleads, “hear me.” . ..

His zeal for God's glory and his deep love for the house of Israel present lessons for the instruction
of all who stand today as representatives of God's work in the earth.

Nothing is gained by cowardice or by fearing to let it be known that we are God’'s commandment-
keeping people. Hiding our light, as if ashamed of our faith, will result only in disaster. God will leave
us to our own weakness. May the Lord forbid that we should refuse to let our light shine forth in any
place to which He may call us. If we venture to go forth of ourselves, following our own ideas, our
own plans, and leave Jesus behind, we need not expect to gain fortitude, courage, or spiritual
strength. God has had moral heroes, and He has them now,—those who are not ashamed of being
His peculiar people. Their wills and plans are all subordinate to the law of God. The love of Jesus has
led them not to count their lives dear unto themselves. Their work has been to catch the light from
the word of God and to let it shine forth in clear, steady rays to the world. “Fidelity to God" is their
motto. —Conflict and Courage, p. 209.



Tuesday, October 06
Isaiah, the Gospel Prophet

Isaiah had denounced the sin of others; but now he sees himself exposed to the same
condemnation he had pronounced upon them. He had been satisfied with a cold, lifeless ceremony
in his worship of God. He had not known this until the vision was given him of the Lord. How little
now appeared his wisdom and talents as he looked upon the sacredness and majesty of the
sanctuary. . . . His view of himself might be expressed in the language of the apostle Paul, “"O
wretched man that | am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” Romans 7:24. . ..

“Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with
the tongs from off the altar: and he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips;
and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.” Isaiah 6:6, 7.

The vision given to Isaiah represents the condition of God's people in the last days. They are
privileged to see by faith the work that is going forward in the heavenly sanctuary. . .. As they look
by faith into the holy of holies, and see the work of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary, they perceive
that they are a people of unclean lips—a people whose lips have often spoken vanity, and whose
talents have not been sanctified and employed to the glory of God. Well may they despair as they
contrast their own weakness and unworthiness with the purity and loveliness of the glorious
character of Christ. But if they, like Isaiah, will receive the impression the Lord designs shall be made
upon the heart, if they will humble their souls before God, there is hope for them. The bow of
promise is above the throne, and the work done for Isaiah will be performed in them. —The Faith I
Live By, p. 190.

It was under circumstances of difficulty and discouragement that Isaiah, while yet a young man,
was called to the prophetic mission. Disaster was threatening his country. By their transgression of
God'’s law the people of Judah had forfeited His protection, and the Assyrian forces were about to
come against the kingdom of Judah. But the danger from their enemies was not the greatest trouble.
It was the perversity of the people that brought upon the Lord’s servant the deepest depression. By
their apostasy and rebellion they were inviting the judgments of God. The youthful prophet had
been called to bear to them a message of warning, and he knew that he would meet with obstinate
resistance. . .. His task seemed to him almost hopeless. . ..

Such thoughts as these were crowding upon his mind as he stood under the portico of the holy
temple. Suddenly the gate and the inner veil of the temple seemed to be uplifted or withdrawn, and
he was permitted to gaze within, upon the holy of holies, where even the prophet’s feet might not
enter. There rose up before him a vision of Jehovah sitting upon a throne high and lifted up, while
His train filled the temple. On each side of the throne hovered the seraphim, two wings bearing
them up, two veiling their faces in adoration, and two covering their feet. . ..

Never before had Isaiah realized so fully the greatness of Jehovah or His perfect holiness; and he
felt that in his human frailty and unworthiness he must perish in that divine presence. “Woe is me!”
he cried; “for | am undone; because | am a man of unclean lips, and | dwell in the midst of a people
of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” But a seraph came to him to fit
him for his great mission. A living coal from the altar was laid upon his lips with the words: “Lo, this
hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.” And when the voice of
God was heard saying, “Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?” Isaiah with holy confidence
responded, "Here am |; send me.” ... The prophet was nerved for the work before him. —Conflict and
Courage, p. 232.



Wednesday, October 07
Daniel, the Faithful Seer

The Word of God not only sets forth the great principles of truth and duty which should govern
our lives, but it presents also, for our encouragement, the history of many who have exemplified
these principles. . . . Except the one perfect Pattern, there is not described in the Sacred Pages a
single character more worthy of emulation than that of the prophet Daniel. Exposed in youth to all
the allurements of a royal court, he became a man of unbending integrity and fervent devotion to
God. He was subjected to the fierce temptations of Satan, yet his character was not vacillating, nor
his course changeable. He was firm where many would be yielding; he was true where they would
be false; he was strong where they would be weak. Daniel was a lofty cedar of Lebanon. . .. Would
that the faith, integrity, and devotion of the prophet Daniel might live in the hearts of God's people
of today. Never were these noble qualities more needed in the world than now. . ..

In the records of those who have done and suffered for the name of Jesus, there is no name that
shines with a brighter or purer luster than the name of Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles. The love of
Jesus, glowing in his heart, made him self-forgetful, self-denying. He had seen the risen Christ, and
the Saviour’'s image was impressed upon his soul, and shone forth in his life. With faith, courage,
and fortitude, that would not be daunted by danger or stayed by obstacles, he pressed his way from
land to land to spread the knowledge of the cross. . . .

Are the professed followers of Christ thus exemplifying the principles of their faith? Where are the
deep, living, holy experiences which men of God were wont to recount? Has the standard of
Christianity been lowered? . .. No; that standard remains just where God placed it. Holy men of ages
past were required to give up all for Christ, to cherish His spirit, and to imitate His example. Nothing
less than this will He accept now. . .. When called to give up all for Christ, who will stand the test? —
Our High Calling, p. 249.

The beloved of God pass weary days, bound in chains, shut in by prison bars, sentenced to be
slain, some apparently left to die of starvation in dark and loathsome dungeons. ... No human hand
is ready to lend them help.

Will the Lord forget His people in this trying hour? Did He forget faithful Noah when judgments
were visited upon the antediluvian world? Did He forget Lot when the fire came down from heaven
to consume the cities of the plain? ... Did He forget Elijah when the oath of Jezebel threatened him
with the fate of the prophets of Baal? Did He forget Jeremiah in the dark and dismal pit of his prison
house? Did He forget the three worthies in the fiery furnace? or Daniel in the den of lions? . ..

Though enemies may thrust them into prison, yet dungeon walls cannot cut off the
communication between their souls and Christ. One who sees their every weakness, who is
acquainted with every trial, is above all earthly powers; and angels will come to them in lonely cells,
bringing light and peace from heaven. —Conflict and Courage, p. 369.



Thursday, October 08
John the Baptist, Preparing a People

The principles that should actuate us as workers in God's cause are laid down by the apostle Paul.
He says: "We are labourers together with God.” “Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and
not unto men.” And Peter exhorts the believers: "As every man hath received the gift, even so
minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If any man speak,
let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God
giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ.”

When these principles control our hearts, we shall realize that the work is God's, not ours; that He
has the same care for every part of the great whole. When Christ and His glory are made first and
love of self is swallowed up in love for souls for whom Christ died, then no worker will be so entirely
absorbed in one branch of the cause as to lose sight of the importance of every other. . ..

We are taught in God’s Word that this is the time, above all others, when we may look for light
from heaven. It is now that we are to expect a refreshing from the presence of the Lord. We should
watch for the movings of God's providence as the army of Israel watched for “the sound of a going
in the tops of the mulberry trees"—the appointed signal that heaven would work for them.

God cannot glorify His name through His people while they are leaning upon man and making
flesh their arm. Their present state of weakness will continue until Christ alone shall be exalted; until,
with John the Baptist, they shall say from a humble and reverent heart: “He must increase, but | must
decrease.” Words have been given me to speak to the people of God: “Lift Him up, the Man of
Calvary. Let humanity stand back, that all may behold Him in whom their hopes of eternal life are
centered. Says the prophet Isaiah: ‘Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God,
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.’ Let the church and the world look upon their Redeemer.
Let every voice proclaim with John: ‘Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world."”

It is to the thirsting soul that the fountain of living waters is open. God declares: "l will pour water
upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground.” To souls that are earnestly seeking for
light and that accept with gladness every ray of divine illumination from His Holy Word, to such
alone light will be given. It is through these souls that God will reveal that light and power which will
lighten the whole earth with His glory —Lift Him Up, p. 231.



Friday, October 09
For Further Reading

Lift Him Up, "The Divine Shepherd,” July 7, p. 202.
Reflecting Christ, "God Answers Daniel’s Fervent Prayer,” March 17, p. 90.



