Lesson 12
Saturday, September 12
Dealing With False Teachers

It is the first and highest duty of every rational being to learn from the
Scriptures what is truth, and then to walk in the light and encourage others to
follow this example. We should day by day study the Bible diligently, weighing
every thought and comparing scripture with scripture. With divine help we are
to form our opinions for ourselves as we are to answer for ourselves before
God.

The truths most plainly revealed in the Bible have been involved in doubt
and darkness by learned scholars, who, with a pretense of great wisdom, teach
that the Scriptures have a mystical, a secret, spiritual meaning not apparent in
the language employed. These are false teachers. It was to such a class that
Jesus declared: "Ye know not the Scriptures, neither the power of God.” (Mark
12:24.) The language of the Bible should be explained according to its obvious
meaning, unless a symbol or figure is employed. Christ has given the promise:
“If any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine.” (John 7:17.) If people
would but take the Bible as it reads, if there were no false teachers to mislead
and confuse their minds, a work would be accomplished that would make
angels glad and that would bring into the fold of Christ thousands upon
thousands who are now wandering in error.

We should exert all the powers of the mind in the study of the Scriptures and
should task the understanding to comprehend, as far as mortals can, the deep
things of God; yet we must not forget that the docility and submission of a
child is the true spirit of the learner. Scriptural difficulties can never be
mastered by the same methods that are employed in grappling with
philosophical problems. We should not engage in the study of the Bible with
that self-reliance with which so many enter the domains of science, but with a
prayerful dependence upon God and a sincere desire to learn His will. We must
come with a humble and teachable spirit to obtain knowledge from the great
| AM. Otherwise, evil angels will so blind our minds and harden our hearts that
we shall not be impressed by the truth.

Many a portion of Scripture which scholars pronounce a mystery, or pass
over as unimportant, is full of comfort and instruction to those who have been
taught in the school of Christ. —The Great Controversy, pp. 598, 599.



Sunday, September 13
Spiritual War

In the future, deception of every kind is to arise, and we want solid ground
for our feet. We want solid pillars for the building. Not one pin is to be removed
from that which the Lord has established. The enemy will bring in false theories,
such as the doctrine that there is no sanctuary. This is one of the points on
which there will be a departing from the faith. Where shall we find safety unless
it be in the truths that the Lord has been giving for the last fifty years?

| want to tell you that Christ lives. He makes intercession for us, and He will
save everyone who will come to Him in faith and obey His directions. But
remember that He does not want you to give your energies to criticism of your
brethren. Attend to the salvation of your own soul. Do the work God has given
you. You will find so much to do that you will have no inclination to criticize
someone else. Use the talent of speech to help and bless. If you do the work
God has given you, you will have a message to bear, and you will understand
what is meant by the sanctification of the Spirit.

Do not think that Satan is not doing anything. Do not think that his army is
passive. He and his agencies are on the ground today. We are to put on the
whole armor of God. Having done all, we are to stand, meeting principalities
and powers and spiritual wickedness in high places. And if we have on the
heavenly armor, we shall find that the assaults of the enemy will not have
power over us. Angels of God will be round about us to protect us. | have the
assurance of God that thus it will be.

In the name of the Lord God of Israel | ask you to come up to the help of the
Lord, to the help of the Lord against the mighty. If you do this, you will have
on your side a strong Helper, a personal Saviour. You will be covered with the
shield of providence. God will make a way for you, so that you will never be
overtaken by the enemy. —Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 239.

False theories will be mingled with every phase of experience, and advocated
with satanic earnestness in order to captivate the mind of every soul who is
not rooted and grounded in a full knowledge of the sacred principles of the
Word. In the very midst of us will arise false teachers, giving heed to seducing
spirits whose doctrines are of satanic origin. These teachers will draw away
disciples after themselves. Creeping in unawares, they will use flattering words,
and make skillful misrepresentations with seductive tact.

The only hope of our churches is to keep wide awake. Those who are well
grounded in the truth of the Word, those who test everything by a “Thus saith
the Lord" are safe. The Holy Spirit will guide those who prize the wisdom of
God above the deceptive sophistries of satanic agencies. Let there be much
praying, not in human lines but under the inspiration of love of the truth as it
is in Jesus Christ. The families who believe the truth are to speak words of
wisdom and intelligence—words that will come to them as the result of
searching the Scriptures. —Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 125.



Monday, September 14
Boasting in the Lord

Paul kept ever in view the crown of life which was to be given to him, and
not to him only, but also to all those who love Christ's appearing. But it was
victory through Jesus Christ that made the crown of life so desirable to him.
Jesus would not have us ambitious to obtain reward, but ambitious to do God's
will because it is His will, irrespective of the reward we are to receive.

The gift of God is eternal life. The Lord desires all who receive His grace to
trust entirely in Him. He calls upon us to exercise pure, simple faith, trusting in
Him, without a question as to what recompense we shall receive. We are to
work heartily in His service, showing that we have perfect confidence that He
will judge righteously.

In the account of the judgment scene, when the reward is given to the
righteous, and sentence is passed on the wicked, the righteous are represented
as wondering what they have done that they should receive such reward. But
they cherished an abiding faith in Christ. They were imbued with His Spirit, and,
without conscious effort, they performed for Christ, in the person of His saints,
those services that bring a sure reward. But their motive in working was not to
receive compensation. They regarded it as the highest honor to be allowed to
work as Christ worked. What they did was done from love to Christ and to their
fellowmen, and He who has identified Himself with suffering humanity
accredited these acts of compassion and love as though done to Himself. . . .

Our every endowment, our every talent, we owe to the Lord. Every victory
gained is gained through His grace. Therefore, it is entirely out of place for us
to boast. . ..

If we would remember that we are on test and trial before the heavenly
universe, that God is proving us, to see what spirit we are of, there would be
more serious contemplation, more earnest prayer. Those who work in
simplicity realize that of himself man can do no good thing. They are full of
gratitude and thanksgiving for the privilege of holding communion with God.
Interwoven with their service is a principle that makes their gifts and offerings
wholly fragrant. They have the same confidence and trust in God that a child
has in its earthly father.

It is not so much for our activity and zeal that we are rewarded, but for the
tenderness, the graciousness, the love that we have mingled with our work for
the sick, the oppressed, the afflicted. —Lift Him Up, p. 343.



Tuesday, September 15
False Teachers Identified

The people of God are directed to the Scriptures as their safeguard against
the influence of false teachers and the delusive power of spirits of darkness.
Satan employs every possible device to prevent men from obtaining a
knowledge of the Bible; for its plain utterances reveal his deceptions. At every
revival of God's work the prince of evil is aroused to more intense activity; he
is now putting forth his utmost efforts for a final struggle against Christ and
His followers. The last great delusion is soon to open before us. Antichrist is to
perform his marvelous works in our sight. So closely will the counterfeit
resemble the true that it will be impossible to distinguish between them except
by the Holy Scriptures. By their testimony every statement and every miracle
must be tested. . ..

The man who makes the working of miracles the test of his faith will find that
Satan can, through a species of deceptions, perform wonders that will appear
to be genuine miracles.

Satan is a cunning worker, and he will bring in subtle fallacies to darken and
confuse the mind and root out the doctrines of salvation. Those who do not
accept the Word of God just as it reads, will be snared in his trap.

Evil angels are upon our track every moment. . . . They assume new ground
and work marvels and miracles in our sight. . ..

Some will be tempted to receive these wonders as from God. The sick will be
healed before us. Miracles will be performed in our sight. Are we prepared for
the trial which awaits us when the lying wonders of Satan shall be more fully
exhibited? Will not many souls be ensnared and taken? By departing from the
plain precepts and commandments of God, and giving heed to fables, the
minds of many are preparing to receive these lying wonders. We must all now
seek to arm ourselves for the contest in which we must soon engage. Faith in
God's word, prayerfully studied and practically applied, will be our shield from
Satan'’s power and will bring us off conquerors through the blood of Christ. —
Maranatha, p. 156.

In our work for God we shall meet with much opposition. By falsehood and
deception the Jews strove to keep the people from believing on Christ. Today
false teachers will resort to any means to keep people from obtaining a
knowledge of the truth. There are those who love error more than they love
truth, because truth is opposed to their inclinations and their course of action.
They refuse to repent and be converted, even though the evidence for truth is
clear and convincing. They do not want to search the Scriptures, to see if these
things are so. . ..

A great and solemn work is before the people of God. They are to come close
to Christ in self-denial and self-sacrifice, their one aim being to give the
message of mercy to all the world. Some will work in one way and some in
another, as the Lord shall call and lead them. But they are all to strive together,
seeking to make the work a perfect whole. . ..

Unconsecrated minds will place hindrances in the way of God's work, as they
have done in the past. But do not stop to enter into controversy and create
disagreeable issues. If hindered in one way, be ready to honor God by working
in a way that is open. In due time obstacles that now seem insurmountable will
be removed. God can remove obstructions in ways most unexpected when He
sees that by doing this He can best glorify His name. . ..

Trials will come, for there are many who are walking at cross purposes with
God. Be sure that you are walking before Him in meekness and humility. You
may, yes, you will be misjudged, but the evil talkers will be ashamed if you
constantly reveal the sweetness of Christ’s character. —This Day With God, p. 221.



Wednesday, September 16
Sufferings for the Sake of the Gospel

Did the great apostle to the Gentiles make any real sacrifice when he
exchanged Pharisaism for the gospel of Christ? We answer No! With decided
purpose, he turned away from wealth, from friends and social distinction, from
public honors, and from his kinsmen whom he loved fervently and earnestly.
He chose to link his name and his destiny with that of a people he had regarded
as low and the offscouring of all things; but for the sake of Christ he suffered
the loss of all things.

His labors were more abundant than any of the disciples, his stripes above
measure. He was beaten with rods, stoned, shipwrecked, in deaths oft. He was
in peril by land and sea, in the city and in the wilderness, from robbers and
from his own countrymen. He prosecuted his mission under continual
infirmities, in painfulness, in weariness, in watchings often, in cold, in
nakedness. . .. When he answered the bloodthirsty Nero, no man stood with
him. . ..

But did Paul devote his precious time to the relation of his grievous abuses?
No, he called the attention from himself to Jesus. He did not live for his own
happiness, yet he was happy. . .. “I am exceeding joyful in all our tribulation.”
2 Corinthians 7:4. And in the last days of his life, with a martyr's death in full
view, he exclaims with satisfaction, “I have fought a good fight, | have finished
my course, | have kept the faith.” 2 Timothy 4:7. And fixing his eye upon the
immortal future, which had been the grand, inspiring motive of his whole
career, he adds, in full assurance of faith, “Henceforth there is laid up forme a
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at
that day"—and then this man who had lived for others forgets himself—"and
not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.” Oh, noble man
of faith!

Paul was a living example of what every true Christian should be. He lived for
God's glory. . .. “For me to live is Christ.” Philippians 1:21. —Our High Calling, p.
363.

All who are imbued with His Spirit will love as He loved. The very principle
that actuated Christ will actuate them in all their dealing one with another.

This love is the evidence of their discipleship. “By this shall all men know that
ye are my disciples,” said Jesus, “if ye have love one to another.” When men
are bound together, not by force or self-interest, but by love, they show the
working of an influence that is above every human influence. Where this
oneness exists, it is evidence that the image of God is being restored in
humanity, that a new principle of life has been implanted. It shows that there
is power in the divine nature to withstand the supernatural agencies of evil,
and that the grace of God subdues the selfishness inherent in the natural heart.

This love, manifested in the church, will surely stir the wrath of Satan. Christ
did not mark out for His disciples an easy path. “If the world hate you,” He said,
"ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world
would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but | have chosen you
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word that |
said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted
me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep
yours also. But all these things will they do unto you for my name'’s sake,
because they know not him that sent me.” The gospel is to be carried forward
by aggressive warfare, in the midst of opposition, peril, loss, and suffering. But
those who do this work are only following in their Master’s steps. —Lift Him Up,
p. 298.



Thursday, September 17
Appeal to the Unrepentant

Many who love self-indulgence and who murmur at the straight testimony
of the Laodicean message, are ignorant of how sinful their actions really are;
but in the judgment they will be ashamed of their course of ingratitude and
rebellion against the One who has borne so long with them, and who has not
cut them off in their sins. No confession, no weeping will then avail for those
who have spoiled their record. Many who now claim to be the disciples of
Christ, will be numbered among those who would not repent, but who have
deceived their souls unto their eternal ruin. The evasion of truth will not give
courage to any soul in the day of judgment to open his lips in self-defense.
Then the books will be opened that bear the record of the works of every
individual. . ..

God has sent messages from His Word to the souls who are living careless
lives, and who are unashamed of their wrong course of action. | heard the
words spoken: “Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way is
hid from the Lord and my judgment is passed over from my God? Hast thou
not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator
of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of
his understanding” (Isaiah 40:27, 28). If the careless, self-indulgent souls would
seek the Lord and confess their sins, they would see how their unconverted
lives lead others astray, and they would repent and be converted. . ..

God is constantly appealing to the human heart, bidding it recognize His
love and mercy, and accept His righteousness in the place of the principles of
evil. Thus He has pleaded with mankind in all ages. In Noah's day Christ spoke
to men through a human agency and preached to those who were in bondage
to sin. He came to Israel enshrouded in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar
of fire by night. He it was who educated that vast multitude in their wilderness
wandering. . . .

There are many who do not weigh these things sufficiently. The instruction
given to Israel should be understood today by every soul living. Man may claim
great intelligence, but he needs more than human intelligence in order to
grasp the revelations of the gospel. —This Day With God, p. 278.



Friday, September 18
For Further Reading
Reflecting Christ, "Paul Warns Against ‘Tradition’ and ‘Philosophy,’ "
November 26, p. 344.
The Upward Look, “We Cannot Do Without God,” May 28, p. 162.



