
Lesson 10 
Saturday, August 29 
Authentic Christian Ministry 
 
Ministry means service, and to this ministry we are all called. It is a dishonor 

to God for anyone to choose a life of self-pleasing. My brethren and sisters, do 
you realize that every year thousands and thousands of souls are perishing, 
dying in their sins because the light of truth has not been flashed upon their 
pathway? . . . 

There is a great work to be done in our world. Men and women are to be 
converted, not by the gift of tongues nor by the working of miracles, but by 
the preaching of Christ crucified. Why delay the effort to make the world 
better? Why wait for some wonderful thing to be done, some costly apparatus 
to be provided? However humble your sphere, however lowly your work, if you 
labor in harmony with the teachings of the Saviour, He will reveal Himself 
through you, and your influence will draw souls to Him. He will honor the meek 
and lowly ones, who seek earnestly to do service for Him. Into all that we do, 
whether our work be in the shop, on the farm, or in the office, we are to bring 
the endeavor to save souls. 

We are to sow beside all waters, keeping our souls in the love of God, 
working while it is day, using the means entrusted to us in the Master’s service. 
Whatever our hands find to do, we are to do it with cheerfulness; whatever 
sacrifice we are called upon to make, we are to make it cheerfully. As we sow 
beside all waters, we shall realize the truth of the words, “He which soweth 
bountifully shall reap also bountifully.” 

We owe everything to grace, sovereign grace. Grace ordained our 
redemption, our regeneration, and our adoption to heirship with Jesus Christ. 
Let this grace be revealed to others. 

The Saviour takes those whom He finds will be molded, and uses them for 
His own name’s glory. He uses material that others would pass by, and works 
in all who will give themselves to Him. He delights to take apparently hopeless 
material, those whom Satan has debased, and through whom he has worked, 
and make them the subjects of His grace. He rejoices to deliver them from 
suffering, and from the wrath that is to fall upon the disobedient. He makes 
His children His agents in the accomplishment of this work, and in its success, 
even in this life, they find a precious reward. 

But what is this compared with the joy that will be theirs in the great day of 
final revealing? —Reflecting Christ, p. 256. 

 
 

 



Sunday, August 30 
Fruits of an Authentic Ministry 
 
When Jesus sat down to rest at Jacob’s well, He had come from Judea, where 

His ministry had produced little fruit. . . . He was faint and weary; yet He did 
not neglect the opportunity of speaking to one woman, though she was a 
stranger, an alien from Israel, and living in open sin. 

As the woman talked with Jesus, she was impressed with His words. . . . She 
realized her soul thirst, which the waters of the well of Sychar could never 
satisfy. Nothing that had hitherto come in contact with her had so awakened 
her to a higher need. Jesus had convinced her that He read the secrets of her 
life; yet he felt that He was her friend, pitying and loving her. While the very 
purity of His presence condemned her sin, He had spoken no word of 
denunciation, but had told her of His grace, that could renew the soul. . . . 

Leaving her waterpot, she returned to the city, to carry the message to 
others. . . . With heart overflowing with gladness, she hastened on her way, to 
impart to others the precious light she had received.“Come, see a man, which 
told me all things that ever I did,” she said to the men of the city. “Is not this 
the Christ?” Her words touched their hearts. There was a new expression on 
her face, a change in her whole appearance. They were interested to see Jesus. 

As soon as she had found the Saviour the Samaritan woman brought others 
to Him. She proved herself a more effective missionary than His own disciples. 
. . . Their thoughts were fixed upon a great work to be done in the future. They 
did not see that right around them was a harvest to be gathered. But through 
the woman whom they despised, a whole cityful were brought to hear the 
Saviour. . . . 

This woman represents the working of a practical faith in Christ. Every true 
disciple is born into the kingdom of God as a missionary. He who drinks of the 
living water becomes a fountain of life. The receiver becomes a giver. —Conflict 
and Courage, p. 294. 

 
While two disciples were standing near, John again saw Jesus among the 

people. Again the face of the prophet was lighted up with glory from the 
Unseen, as he cried, “Behold the Lamb of God!” The words thrilled the hearts 
of the disciples. They did not fully understand them. What meant the name 
that John had given Him—“the Lamb of God”? John himself had not explained 
it. 

Leaving John, they went to seek Jesus. One of the two was Andrew, the 
brother of Simon; the other was John the evangelist. These were Christ’s first 
disciples. Moved by an irresistible impulse, they followed Jesus—anxious to 
speak with Him, yet awed and silent, lost in the overwhelming significance of 
the thought, “Is this the Messiah?” 

Jesus knew that the disciples were following Him. They were the first fruits 
of His ministry, and there was joy in the heart of the divine Teacher as these 
souls responded to His grace. Yet turning, He asked only, “What seek ye?” He 
would leave them free to turn back or to speak of their desire. 

Of one purpose only were they conscious. One presence filled their thought. 
They exclaimed, “Rabbi, . . . where dwellest thou?” In a brief interview by the 
wayside they could not receive that for which they longed. They desired to be 
alone with Jesus, to sit at His feet, and hear His words. . . . 

It is contrition and faith and love that enable the soul to receive wisdom from 
heaven. Faith working by love is the key of knowledge, and everyone that 
loveth “knoweth God” (1 John 4:7). —Lift Him Up, p. 168. 

 
 

 



Monday, August 31 
Suffering and Glory 
 
Praise the Lord, that we have a compassionate, tender High Priest that can 

be touched with the feelings of our infirmities. We do not expect rest here. No, 
no. The way to heaven is a cross-bearing way; the road is straight and narrow, 
but we will go forward with cheerfulness knowing that the King of glory once 
trod this way before us. 

We will not complain of the roughness of the way, but will be meek followers 
of Jesus, treading in His footsteps. He was a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief. He for our sakes became poor that we through His poverty might 
be made rich. We will rejoice in tribulation and keep in mind the recompense 
of reward, the “far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 

We will not have a murmuring thought because we have trials. God’s dear 
children always had them, and every trial well endured here, will only make us 
rich in glory. I crave the suffering part. I would not go to heaven without 
suffering if I could, and see Jesus who suffered so much for us to purchase for 
us so rich an inheritance; and to see the martyrs who laid down their lives for 
the truth, and the sake of Jesus. No, no. Let me [be] perfected through 
sufferings. I long to be a partaker with Christ of His sufferings, for if I am, I 
know I shall be a partaker with Him of His glory. Jesus is our pattern. Let us 
study to have our lives as near like Christ’s as possible. 

My soul cries out after the living God. My very being longs after Him. Oh, for 
to reflect His lovely image perfectly! Oh, for to be wholly consecrated to Him! 
Oh, how hard it is for dear self to die. We can rejoice in a whole Saviour; one 
who saves us from all sin. We can be shut in with God where we can daily say, 
“I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” “to will and to do of his good pleasure.” 
Glory be to God. I know that my life is hid with Christ in God. 

The curtain has been lifted. I have seen the rich reward laid up for the saints. 
I have had a taste of the joys of the world to come, and it has spoiled this world 
for me. My affections, my interests, hopes, my all is in heaven. I long to see the 
King in His beauty, Him whom my soul loveth. Heaven, sweet heaven. “I long 
to be there; and the thought that ‘tis near, makes me almost impatient for 
Christ to appear.” Praise the Lord for a good hope through Jesus Christ of 
immortality and eternal life. —Reflecting Christ, p. 350. 

 
 

 



Tuesday, September 01 
Christ-focused Ministry of Reconciliation 
 
Individually and as a people we have a most solemn work before us. There 

is a daily preparation of heart and mind to be gained in order that we may be 
fitted to work out the purposes of God for us. The perils of the last days are 
upon us, and at this time we are each determining what our destiny for eternity 
shall be. Individually we are to form characters that will stand the test of the 
judgment. Individually we are to give, in the church where we are, an example 
of faithfulness and consecration. 

The ministry of the Word is designed to prepare a people to stand in the 
times of temptation in which we live; and church members are to cooperate 
with the work of [the] ministry by revealing in the life the principles of the truth, 
that no word shall be spoken or act performed that will lead into false paths 
or create a condition of things that God cannot approve. 

There has been revealed to me the grave dangers we shall meet in these last 
days of peril and temptation. Our only reliable light and guide for this time is 
in the Word of God. We must take this Word as our counselor, and faithfully 
follow its instructions, or we shall find that we are being controlled by our own 
peculiar traits of character, and our lives will reveal a selfish work that will be a 
hindrance and not a blessing to our fellow men. . . . 

It is the duty of those who stand as leaders and teachers of the people to 
instruct church members how to labor in missionary lines, and then to set in 
operation the great, grand work of proclaiming widely this message, that must 
arouse every unworked city before the crisis shall come, when, through the 
working of satanic agencies, the doors now open to the message of the third 
angel shall be closed. . . . 

The righteous judgments of God, with their weight of final decision, are 
coming upon the land. Do not hover over the churches to repeat over and over 
again the same truths to the people, while the cities are left in ignorance and 
sin, unwarned and unlabored for. Soon the way will be hedged up and these 
cities will be closed to the gospel message. Wake up the church members, that 
they may unite in doing a definite and self-denying work. . . . 

The world is preparing for the closing work of the third angel’s message. The 
truth is now to go forth with a power that it has not known for years. The 
message of present truth is to be proclaimed everywhere. —The Upward Look, p. 
274. 

 
 

 



Wednesday, September 02 
Call to Holiness 
 
Christ would elevate and refine man’s mind, purifying it from all dross, that 

he may appreciate the love that is without a parallel. 
Through repentance, faith, and good works he may perfect a righteous 

character, and claim, through the merits of Christ, the privi­leges of the sons 
of God. The principles of divine truth, received and cherished in the heart, will 
carry us to a height of moral excellence that we had not deemed it possible for 
us to reach. . . . “And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, 
even as he is pure.” 

Holiness of heart and purity of life were the great subjects of the teachings 
of Christ. In His sermon on the mount, after specifying what must be done in 
order to be blessed, and what must not be done, He says, “Be ye therefore 
perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” Perfection, 
holiness,—nothing short of this would give them success in carrying out the 
principles He had given them. Without this holiness, the human heart is selfish, 
sinful, and vicious. Holiness will lead its possessor to be fruitful, and abound in 
all good works. He will never become weary in well-doing; neither look for 
promotion in this world; but he will look forward to be promoted by the 
Majesty of heaven when He shall exalt His sanctified and holy ones to His 
throne. . . . Holiness of heart will produce right actions. 

As God is pure in His sphere, so man is to be pure in his. And he will be pure 
if Christ is formed within, the hope of glory; for he will imitate Christ’s life and 
reflect His character. 

The princely dignity of the Christian character will shine forth as the sun, and 
the beams of light from the face of Christ will be reflected upon those who 
have purified themselves even as He is pure. 

Purity of heart will lead to purity of life. —Our Father Cares, p. 13. 
 
Our hearts are evil, and we cannot change them.... Education, culture, the 

exercise of the will, human effort, all have their proper sphere, but here they 
are powerless. They may produce an outward correctness of behaviour, but 
they cannot change the heart; they cannot purify the springs of life. There must 
be a power working from within, a new life from above, before men can be 
changed from sin to holiness. That power is Christ. His grace alone can quicken 
the lifeless faculties of the soul, and attract it to God, to holiness. 

No man receives holiness as a birthright, or as a gift from any other human 
being. Holiness is the gift of God through Christ. Those who receive the Saviour 
become sons of God. They are His spiritual children, born again, renewed in 
righteousness and true holiness. Their minds are changed. With clearer vision 
they behold eternal realities. They are adopted into God’s family, and they 
become conformed to His likeness, changed by His Spirit from glory to glory. 
From cherishing supreme love for self, they come to cherish supreme love for 
God and for Christ.... Accepting Christ as a personal Saviour, and following His 
example of self-denial—this is the secret of holiness. —God’s Amazing Grace, p. 
120. 

 
 

 



Thursday, September 03 
Comfort and Joy 
 
The past night [December 1] was to me one of great experience. I seemed 

to be in a meeting where there were a large number assembled—many 
believers and some unbelievers. On one occasion the company was divided 
into several smaller companies. I had a special burden and had addressed my 
remarks to some few under the temptations of the enemy. They were 
entertaining ideas that were not sound but would lead them into the denying 
of the truth. This present time in which we live is a period of great temptation 
to give heed to erroneous sentiments and suggestions of seducing spirits, and 
to link up with evil angels and present the same as present truth. There was a 
deep interest manifested in searching the Scriptures. 

I had a special burden of prayer, and the peril of souls seemed to me so great 
upon my soul. I poured out the burden of my soul unto the Lord. I was pleading 
most earnestly for the Lord to break the power of the enemy and set us free, 
to let the minds of the beloved ones who are tempted go free, and to let the 
precious truth shine forth amid the moral darkness. I presented my prayer to 
the Lord that He would come forth to the help of His people and magnify the 
truth, that those who were uninformed would not be deceived in this period 
of great peril. I presented before the Lord our great need of special help to be 
granted to His people in accordance with the consistency of His attributes to 
work in our behalf and answer our prayers to glorify His own name. 

I was reaching higher and still higher, pleading with God to comply with our 
earnest supplications and let His truth at this time appear in all its dignity and 
beauty and saving grace. As He had often made known His special love and 
His special power and made the truth appear in its strength and its authority, 
to make known again His clear and sacred truth unmixed with chaff, . . . I 
pleaded, and I felt that the Lord had pledged Himself. Victory came in, and I 
awoke crying aloud in joy that the Lord had manifested to us His grace, His 
truth, and His salvation. I learned from the members of my family that my 
praying was aloud in my sleep. 

The precious goodness and love of God to me gave me comfort and strength 
and joy. I felt that I had a new source of hope and encouragement that 
deliverance would be wrought for souls. . . . The Word of God will be 
established forever and forever. —The Upward Look, p. 350. 

 
 

 



Friday, September 04 
For Further Reading 
 
Reflecting Christ, “Christians to Move Onward and Upward,” May 30, p. 164. 
In Heavenly Places, “Complete in Him,” February 29, p. 66. 


