
Lesson 6  
Saturday, August 01 
Spiritual Gifts 
 
Study this scripture carefully. God has not given to everyone the same line 

of work. It is His plan that there shall be unity in diversity. When His plan is 
studied and followed, there will be far less friction in the working of the cause. 

“There are many members in the body, and all the members have not the 
same office, but each one is essential to the perfection of the work.” “The body 
is not one member, but many. If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, 
I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? And if the ear shall say, 
Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? 
If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were 
hearing, where were the smelling? But now hath God set the members every 
one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. And if they were all one 
member, where were the body?” 

“Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. And God hath 
set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, 
after that miracles, then gifts of healing, helps, governments, diversities of 
tongues.” 

The Lord desires His church to respect every gift that He has bestowed on 
the different members. Let us beware of allowing our minds to become fixed 
on ourselves, thinking that other people cannot be serving the Lord unless they 
are working on the same lines as those on which we are working. 

Never is a worker to say, “I do not want to work with such a one, because he 
does not see things as I do. I wish to work with someone who will agree with 
all I say, and follow out all my ideas.” The one the worker thus refuses to 
connect with may have truths to present that have not yet been presented. 
Because of the worker’s refusal to accept the help provided by the Lord, the 
work is made one-sided. —To Be Like Jesus, p. 84. 

 
The agencies of God are many! But all those who are willing to work 

according to God’s plan are included in the words, “Ye are God’s husbandry, 
ye are God’s building” (1 Corinthians 3:9). God’s servants are to move so that 
no spiritual gift shall be lost. Their will is to be held in abeyance, and when 
God’s time comes, the rod will blossom. What form the work will take no one 
can know, but God’s servants are to be minutemen, able to understand the 
ways and will of their Leader. —This Day With God, p. 31. 

 
 



Sunday, August 02 
Varieties of Gifts 
 
The talents that Christ entrusts to His church represent especially the gifts 

and blessings imparted by the Holy Spirit. “To one is given by the Spirit the 
word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; to 
another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same 
Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another 
discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the 
interpretation of tongues: but all these worketh that one and the selfsame 
Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will” (1 Corinthians 12:8–11). . . . 

In all the Lord’s arrangements, there is nothing more beautiful than His plan 
of giving to men and women a diversity of gifts. The church is His garden, 
adorned with a variety of trees, plants, and flowers. He does not expect the 
hyssop to assume the proportions of the cedar, nor the olive to reach the 
height of the stately palm. Many have received but a limited religious and 
intellectual training, but God has a work for this class to do, if they will labor in 
humility, trusting in Him. . . . 

Different gifts are imparted to different ones, that the workers may feel their 
need of one another. God bestows these gifts, and they are employed in His 
service, not to glorify the possessor, not to uplift man, but to uplift the world’s 
Redeemer. They are to be used for the good of all mankind, by representing 
the truth, not testifying to a falsehood. . . . In every word and act, kindness and 
love will be revealed; and as each worker fills his appointed place faithfully, the 
prayer of Christ for the unity of His followers will be answered, and the world 
will know that these are His disciples. —Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 191. 

 
When the judgment shall sit, and the books are opened, many will be 

surprised by God’s estimate of character. They will realize that God sees not as 
man sees, that He judges not as human beings judge. He reads the heart. He 
knows the motives that prompt the action, and He recognizes and commends 
every faithful effor­t put forth for Him. The Lord uses various gifts in His work. 
Let no ­worker think that his gifts are superior to those of another worker. Let 
God be the judge. He tests and approves His workers, and He places a just 
estimate on their qualifications. He has placed in the church a variety of gifts, 
to meet the varied wants of the many minds with which His workers are 
brought in contact. 

The Lord has given to every man his work, and every man is to do the work 
that the Lord has given him. All have not the same gifts or the same disposition. 
All need to feel daily the converting power of the Holy Spirit, that they may 
bear much fruit for the Lord. It is not the one who preaches the gospel that 
provides the efficiency that makes his efforts successful. It is the unseen Worker 
standing behind the minister who brings conviction and conversion to souls. 
—Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 210. 

 
 

 



Monday, August 03 
Unity Through Diversity 
 
Paul urges the Ephesians to preserve unity and love. . . . Divisions in the 

church dishonor the religion of Christ before the world and give occasion to 
the enemies of truth to justify their course. 

A union of believers with Christ will as a natural result lead to a union with 
one another, which bond of union is the most enduring upon earth. We are 
one in Christ, as Christ is one with the Father. . . . It is only by personal union 
with Christ, by communion with Him daily, hourly, that we can bear the fruits 
of the Holy Spirit. . . . Our growth in grace, our joy, our usefulness, all depend 
on our union with Christ and the degree of faith we exercise in Him. 

The word and Spirit of truth, dwelling in our hearts, will separate us from the 
world. The immutable principles of truth and love will bind heart to heart, and 
the strength of the union will be according to the measure of grace and truth 
enjoyed. 

The vine has many branches, but though all the branches are different, they 
do not quarrel. In diversity there is unity. All the branches obtain their 
nourishment from one source. This is an illustration of the unity that is to exist 
among Christ’s followers. In their different lines of work they all have but one 
Head. The same Spirit, in different ways, works through them. There is 
harmonious action, though the gifts differ. . . . God calls for each one. . . to do 
his appointed work according to the ability which has been given him. 

We have a character to maintain, but it is the character of Christ. Having the 
character of Christ, we can carry on the work of God together. The Christ in us 
will meet the Christ in our brethren, and the Holy Spirit will give that union of 
heart and action which testifies to the world that we are children of God. . . . 

The world needs to see worked out before it the miracle that binds the hearts 
of God’s people together in Christian love. —God’s Amazing Grace, p. 211. 

 
The unity that exists between Christ and His disciples does not destroy the 

personality of either. In mind, in purpose, in character, they are one, but not in 
person. By partaking of the Spirit of God, conforming to the law of God, man 
becomes a partaker of the divine nature. Christ brings His disciples into a living 
union with Himself and with the Father. Through the working of the Holy Spirit 
upon the human mind, man is made complete in Christ Jesus. Unity with Christ 
establishes a bond of unity with one another. This unity is the most convincing 
proof to the world of the majesty and virtue of Christ, and of His power to take 
away sin. —Our Father Cares, p. 38. 

 
 

 



Tuesday, August 04 
“A More Excellent Way” 
 
I am watching and waiting for the coming of my Lord. I have not only to wait 

and watch and pray, but must work most diligently as well. Every action of our 
lives, in our business transactions with our fellow men, is to be regulated by 
the law of God, and we cannot then swerve from right and justice toward our 
fellow men under any circumstance; for the Lord will not serve with any man’s 
sins that would injure his neighbor. With our faces heavenward, breathing out 
our petitions to God, developing an unselfish love for our fellow men, because 
we have supreme love for Jesus Christ, who has bought them with His own 
blood, we rise superior to the most grievous, subtle temptations. Humble 
dependence upon God is our surety and our power. “My soul, wait thou upon 
God, who is the light of my countenance and my God” (cf. Psalm 62:5; 43:5). . . 
. 

In every instance those with whom we associate are to be treated, if in 
humble circumstances with great deference and respect, because they have so 
little to make life happy, and because they need help. Souls are too precious 
to be trifled with. They are God’s purchased possession. Those who are passed 
by as inferior, the Lord will see set in high places, if they trust in Him. 

The grace of God takes men as they are, and works as an educator, using 
every principle on which an all-sided education depends. The steady influence 
of the grace of God trains the soul after Christ’s methods, and every fierce 
passion, every defective trait of character is worked upon by the molding 
influence of the spirit of Christ, until new motive power becomes filled with the 
Holy Spirit of God, after the likeness of the divine similitude. 

Never forget that thoughts work out actions. Repeated actions form habits, 
and habits form character. Then in giving attention to the little things, there is 
no fear that the larger things will become stained and corrupted. 

The Bible is to be the rule of life. It is marvelous in the eyes of the universe 
of heaven that men who teach the Word do not always practice the truth. Few 
realize what it means to be complete in Christ Jesus, the revealed will of God. 
His Word is not dishonored by being brought into practical life to form habits 
which will develop character. —The Upward Look, p. 89. 

 
 

 



Wednesday, August 05 
The Gift of Tongues 
 
“And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon 

each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak 
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:3, 4). The Holy 
Spirit, assuming the form of tongues of fire, rested upon those assembled. This 
was an emblem of the gift then bestowed on the disciples, which enabled them 
to speak with fluency languages with which they had heretofore been 
unacquainted. The appearance of fire signified the fervent zeal with which the 
apostles would labor and the power that would attend their work. 

“There were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation 
under heaven” (verse 5). During the dispersion the Jews had been scattered to 
almost every part of the inhabited world, and in their exile they had learned to 
speak various languages. Many of these Jews were on this occasion in 
Jerusalem, attending the religious festivals then in progress. Every known 
tongue was represented by those assembled. This diversity of languages would 
have been a great hindrance to the proclamation of the gospel; God therefore 
in a miraculous manner supplied the deficiency of the apostles. The Holy Spirit 
did for them that which they could not have accomplished for themselves in a 
lifetime. They could now proclaim the truths of the gospel abroad, speaking 
with accuracy the languages of those for whom they were laboring. 

This miraculous gift was a strong evidence to the world that their commission 
bore the signet of Heaven. From this time forth the language of the disciples 
was pure, simple, and accurate, whether they spoke in their native tongue or 
in a foreign language. —Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 204. 

 
Some of these have much to say upon the gifts and are often especially 

exercised. They give themselves up to wild, excitable feelings and make 
unintelligible sounds which they call the gift of tongues, and a certain class 
seem to be charmed with these strange manifestations. A strange spirit rules 
with this class, which would bear down and run over anyone who would 
reprove them. God’s Spirit is not in the work and does not attend such 
workmen. They have another spirit. Still, such preachers have success among a 
certain class. But this will greatly increase the labor of those servants whom 
God shall send, who are qualified to present before the people the Sabbath 
and the gifts in their proper light, and whose influence and example are worthy 
of imitation. 

The truth should be presented in a manner which will make it attractive to 
the intelligent mind. We are not understood as a people, but are looked upon 
as poor, weak-minded, low, and degraded. Then how important for all who 
teach, and all who believe the truth, to be so affected by its sanctifying 
influence that their consistent, elevated lives shall show unbelievers that they 
have been deceived in this people. How important that the cause of truth be 
stripped of everything like a false and fanatical excitement, that the truth may 
stand upon its own merits, revealing its native purity and exalted character. —
Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 205. 

 
 

 



Thursday, August 06 
The Gift of Prophecy 
 
The truth, to be genuine in its influence on the human heart, must be 

acknowledged before the universe of heaven, before the worlds unfallen, and 
before men. Let no one entertain the idea that he may work out his own 
salvation or receive the smallest spiritual blessing which the gospel offers, by 
stealth. The Lord calls for open, manly confession. “Ye are my witnesses, saith 
the Lord” (Isaiah 43:10). Nothing can be effectually gained in advancing in the 
knowledge of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ until the unbelieving one, 
longing after Christian excellence of character, shall become as God has 
intended—a spectacle unto the world, to angels, and to men, a city set on a 
hill that cannot be hid. —That I May Know Him, p. 214. 

 
None need to feel it too humiliating to. . . present themselves as seeking at 

the throne of grace for larger supplies. The temple doors are to be opened. 
The temple of the soul is to be cleansed from moral defilement, altars of 
sacrifice set right, selfishness cleansed away from the soul, idols sacrificed. . . . 

We frequently have brought to our notice cases of youth who are bewildered 
by the teachers and the ministry of the Word in the churches of today, because 
they are doing as the Jewish nation did, “teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men.” . . . The Bible is taken as a whole [as] the Word of 
God, but not all the Inspired Word. One wise man questions some portions of 
it and some other wise, supposed good man questions another book, and 
infidelity is stealthily making itself a place in the minds of youth. Soon the 
knowledge of the truth weakens and their faith is confused. They do not know 
what to believe. . . . 

When one places his feet on the solid Rock Christ Jesus as his foundation, he 
receives an endowment of power from the Source of all knowledge, all wisdom 
and spiritual efficiency, that all may know to which party he belongs—
commandment-keepers, or commandment-breakers. The banner of Prince 
Emmanuel that floats over his head will not fail to clear away all uncertainty 
and give all to understand that we keep the commandments of God and have 
the testimony of Jesus Christ. The love of Jesus Christ possesses a constraining 
power. —The Upward Look, p. 370. 

 
 

 



Friday, August 07 
For Further Reading 
 
Ye Shall Receive Power, “Looking for a More Excellent Way,” July 17, p. 207. 
Ye Shall Receive Power, “Preaching Christ: More Important Than Tongues and 

Miracles,” July 16, p. 206. 


