Lesson 2
Saturday, July 04
The Message of the Cross

God has given me a message for His people. . .. You have been bought with
a price, and all that you have and are is to be used to the glory of God and for
the good of your fellow men. Christ died on the cross to save the world from
perishing in sin. He asks your co-operation in this work. You are to be His
helping hand. With earnest, unwearying effort you are to seek to save the lost.

The transforming power of Christ's grace molds the one who gives himself
to God's service... No longer can he be indifferent to the souls perishing
around him.... He realizes that every part of his being belongs to Christ, who
has redeemed him from the slavery of sin; that every moment of his future has
been bought with the precious lifeblood of God's only-begotten Son.

Have you so deep an appreciation of the sacrifice made on Calvary that you
are willing to make every other interest subordinate to the work of saving
souls? The same intensity of desire to save sinners that marked the life of the
Saviour marks the life of His true follower. The Christian has no desire to live
for self. He delights to consecrate all that he has and is to the Master’s service.
He is moved by an inexpressible desire to win souls to Christ. . ..

How can | best glorify Him whose | am by creation and by redemption? This
is to be the question that we are to ask ourselves. With anxious solicitude the
one who is truly converted seeks to rescue those who are still in Satan’s power.

We have now only a little time in which to prepare for eternity. . . . People
need the truth, and by earnest, faithful effort it is to be communicated to them.
Souls are to be sought for, prayed for, labored for. . ..

Upon us rests the weighty responsibility of warning the world of its coming
doom. . .. God calls upon His church to arise and clothe herself with power.
Immortal crowns are to be won; the kingdom of heaven is to be gained; the
world, perishing in ignorance, is to be enlightened. —Maranatha, p. 100.

Say to the people: "Know for yourselves of the doctrine.” Let not your lips
utter a sentence of doubt. Do not come before the people with an uncertain
sound. Know what is truth and proclaim truth. Christ’s teaching was always
positive in its nature. Never, never utter sentiments of doubt. Bear with a
certain voice an affirmative message. Lift Him up, the Man of Calvary, higher
and still higher. There is power in the exaltation of the cross of Christ.

Christ's divinity is to be steadfastly maintained. When the Saviour asked His
disciples the question, “"Whom say ye that | am?” Peter answered, “Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:15, 16). Said Christ, “Upon this
rock,” not on Peter, but on the Son of God, “I will build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (verse 18).

Great is the mystery of godliness. There are mysteries in the life of Christ that
are to be believed, even though they cannot be explained. —The Upward Look,
p. 58.



Sunday, July 05
The Gospel of the Cross

The cross of Calvary challenges, and will finally vanquish every earthly and
hellish power. In the cross all influence centers, and from it all influence goes
forth. It is the great center of attraction; for on it Christ gave up His life for the
human race. This sacrifice was offered for the purpose of restoring man to his
original perfection. Yea, more, it was offered to give him an entire
transformation of character, making him more than a conqueror. Those who in
the strength of Christ overcome the great enemy of God and man will occupy
a position in the heavenly courts above angels who have never fallen.

Christ declares, “l, if | be lifted up. . ., will draw all men unto me.” If the cross
does not find an influence in its favor, it creates an influence. Through
generation succeeding generation, the truth for this time is revealed as present
truth. Christ on the cross was the medium whereby mercy and truth met
together, and righteousness and peace kissed each other. This is the means
that is to move the world.

In the plan of God, all the riches of heaven are to be drawn upon by men.
Nothing in the treasury of divine resources is deemed too costly to accompany
the great gift of the only begotten Son of God. . . . Christ was empowered to
breathe into fallen humanity the breath of life. Those who receive Him will
never hunger, never thirst; for greater joy than that found in Christ there cannot
be. Study the words spoken by the Saviour from the Mount of Blessing. How
the divine nature shone through His humanity as His lips uttered the
benedictions upon those who were the objects of His mercy and love. He
blessed them with a fullness that showed that He was drawing from the
inexhaustible store of the richest treasures. The treasures of eternity were at
His command. The Father committed the riches of heaven to Him, and in the
disposal of them He knew no bound. Those who accept Him as their Saviour,
their Redeemer, the Prince of life, he acknowledges before the heavenly host,
before the worlds unfallen, and before the fallen world, as His peculiar treasure.

What is Christianity? God's instrumentality for the conversion of the sinner.
Jesus will call to account everyone who is not brought under His control, who
does not demonstrate in his life the influence of the cross of Calvary. Christ
should be uplifted by those whom He has redeemed by dying on the cross a
death of shame. He who has felt the power of the grace of Christ has a story
to tell. He seeks to put in operation methods of work which will diffuse the
gospel of Christ. Humanity, drawing its efficiency from the great source of
wisdom, is made the instrumentality, the working agency, through which the
gospel exercises its transforming power on mind and heart. —Lift Him Up, p.
230.



Monday, July 06
Foolishness to Those Who Are Perishing

The words of the apostle, and the description of his attitude and
surroundings, as traced by the pen of inspiration, were to be handed down to
all coming generations, bearing witness of his unshaken confidence, his
courage in loneliness and adversity, and the victory he gained for Christianity
in the very heart of paganism.

Paul’'s words contain a treasure of knowledge for the church. He was in a
position where he might easily have said that which would have irritated his
proud listeners and brought himself into difficulty. Had his oration been a
direct attack upon their gods and the great men of the city, he would have
been in danger of meeting the fate of Socrates. But with a tact born of divine
love, he carefully drew their minds away from heathen deities, by revealing to
them the true God, who was to them unknown.

Today the truths of Scripture are to be brought before the great men of the
world in order that they may choose between obedience to God's law and
allegiance to the prince of evil. God sets everlasting truth before them—truth
that will make them wise unto salvation, but He does not force them to accept
it. If they turn from it, He leaves them to themselves, to be filled with the fruit
of their own doings.

“The preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us
which are saved it is the power of God. For it is written, | will destroy the wisdom
of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.” “"God
hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God
hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are
mighty; and base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God
chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are.” 1
Corinthians 1:18, 19, 27, 28. Many of the greatest scholars and statesmen, the
world’s most eminent men, will in these last days turn from the light because
the world by wisdom knows not God. Yet God's servants are to improve every
opportunity to communicate the truth to these men. Some will acknowledge
their ignorance of the things of God and will take their place as humble learners
at the feet of Jesus, the Master Teacher.

In every effort to reach the higher classes, the worker for God needs strong
faith. Appearances may seem forbidding, but in the darkest hour there is light
above. The strength of those who love and serve God will be renewed day by
day. The understanding of the Infinite is placed at their service, that in carrying
out His purposes they may not err. Let these workers hold the beginning of
their confidence firm unto the end, remembering that the light of God's truth
is to shine amid the darkness that enshrouds our world. There is to be no
despondency in connection with God's service. The faith of the consecrated
worker is to stand every test brought to bear upon it. God is able and willing
to bestow upon His servants all the strength they need and to give them the
wisdom that their varied necessities demand. He will more than fulfill the
highest expectations of those who put their trust in Him. —The Acts of the
Apostles, pp. 240-242.



Tuesday, July 07
Power to Those Who Are Being Saved

It is the truth as it is in Jesus that is to be brought before human minds after
they have been sympathetically cared for and their physical necessities met.
The Holy Spirit is working and cooperating with the human agencies that are
laboring for such souls, and some will appreciate the foundation upon a rock
for their religious faith.

There is to be no startling communication of strange doctrine to these
subjects whom God loves and pities; but as they are helped physically by the
medical missionary workers, the Holy Spirit cooperates with the minister of
human agencies to arouse the moral powers. The mental powers are awakened
into activity, and these poor souls will, many of them, be saved in the kingdom
of God.

Nothing can, or ever will, give character to the work in the presentation of
truth to help the people just where they are so well as Samaritan work. A work
properly conducted to save poor sinners that have been passed by the
churches will be the entering wedge whereby the truth will find standing room.
A different order of things needs to be established among us as a people, and
as this class of work is done, there will be created an entirely different
atmosphere surrounding the souls of the workers; for the Holy Spirit
communicates to all those who are doing God's service, and those who are
worked by the Holy Spirit will be a power for God in lifting up, strengthening,
and saving the souls that are ready to perish. —Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 156.

Believing in Christ and receiving His transforming grace is not guesswork,
but a work which causes Christ’s virtues to be reflected in mind and character.
When you gain this experience, you will say, “I have tasted and seen that the
Lord is good. The Lord Jesus shall be my portion forever.” The power of the
cross will move in you the mysterious springs of hope and fear, adoration, and
love. Angels are watching and waiting, and will witness to the fact that the
world has you not. Jesus has found you sitting at His feet to learn from Him,
the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Henceforth, surrendering your will to the will
of Christ, you are drawn into a region where the cross is the central object. The
world fades from your view. The glory shining from the threshold of heaven is
the all-attractive influence. The riches of the grace of Christ hold you in willing
obedience. . . . You are only too glad to impart to others the gift you have
received. —Lift Him Up, p. 252.



Wednesday, July 08
A Messiah Crucified

Filled with fear, and almost blinded by the intensity of the light, the
companions of Saul heard a voice, but saw no man. But Saul understood the
words that were spoken, and to him was clearly revealed the One who spoke—
even the Son of God. In the glorious Being who stood before him he saw the
Crucified One. Upon the soul of the stricken Jew the image of the Saviour's
countenance was imprinted forever. The words spoken struck home to his
heart with appalling force. Into the darkened chambers of his mind there
poured a flood of light, revealing the ignorance and error of his former life and
his present need of the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit.

Saul now saw that in persecuting the followers of Jesus he had in reality been
doing the work of Satan. He saw that his convictions of right and of his own
duty had been based largely on his implicit confidence in the priests and rulers.
He had believed them when they told him that the story of the resurrection
was an artful fabrication of the disciples. Now that Jesus Himself stood
revealed, Saul was convinced of the truthfulness of the claims made by the
disciples.

In that hour of heavenly illumination Saul's mind acted with remarkable
rapidity. The prophetic records of Holy Writ were opened to his understanding.
He saw that the rejection of Jesus by the Jews, His crucifixion, resurrection, and
ascension, had been foretold by the prophets and proved Him to be the
promised Messiah. Stephen’s sermon at the time of his martyrdom was
brought forcibly to Saul's mind, and he realized that the martyr had indeed
beheld “the glory of God” when he said, “Behold, | see the heavens opened,
and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.” Acts 7:55, 56. The
priests had pronounced these words blasphemy, but Saul now knew them to
be truth.

What a revelation was all this to the persecutor! Now Saul knew for a
certainty that the promised Messiah had come to this earth as Jesus of
Nazareth and that He had been rejected and crucified by those whom He came
to save. He knew also that the Saviour had risen in triumph from the tomb and
had ascended into the heavens. In that moment of divine revelation Saul
remembered with terror that Stephen, who had borne witness of a crucified
and risen Saviour, had been sacrificed by his consent, and that later, through
his instrumentality, many other worthy followers of Jesus had met their death
by cruel persecution.

The Saviour had spoken to Saul through Stephen, whose clear reasoning
could not be controverted. The learned Jew had seen the face of the martyr
reflecting the light of Christ's glory—appearing as if “it had been the face of
an angel.” Acts 6:15. He had witnessed Stephen’s forbearance toward his
enemies and his forgiveness of them. He had also witnessed the fortitude and
cheerful resignation of many whom he had caused to be tormented and
afflicted. He had seen some yield up even their lives with rejoicing for the sake
of their faith.

All these things had appealed loudly to Saul and at times had thrust upon
his mind an almost overwhelming conviction that Jesus was the promised
Messiah. At such times he had struggled for entire nights against this
conviction, and always he had ended the matter by avowing his belief that
Jesus was not the Messiah and that His followers were deluded fanatics.

Now Christ had spoken to Saul with His own voice, saying, “Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou Me?” And the question, “Who art Thou, Lord?” was answered
by the same voice, “I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.” Christ here identifies
Himself with His people. In persecuting the followers of Jesus, Saul had struck
directly against the Lord of heaven. In falsely accusing and testifying against
them, he had falsely accused and testified against the Saviour of the world.

No doubt entered the mind of Saul that the One who spoke to him was Jesus
of Nazareth, the long-looked-for Messiah, the Consolation and Redeemer of
Israel. —The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 115-117.



Thursday, July 09
Christ, the Power and Wisdom of God

The commission that Christ gave to the disciples, they fulfilled. As these
messengers of the cross went forth to proclaim the gospel, there was such a
revelation of the glory of God as had never before been witnessed by mortal
man. By the cooperation of the divine Spirit, the apostles did a work that shook
the world. To every nation was the gospel carried in a single generation.

Glorious were the results that attended the ministry of the chosen apostles
of Christ. At the beginning of their ministry some of them were unlearned men,
but their consecration to the cause of their Master was unreserved, and under
His instruction they gained a preparation for the great work committed to
them. Grace and truth reigned in their hearts, inspiring their motives and
controlling their actions. Their lives were hid with Christ in God, and self was
lost sight of, submerged in the depths of infinite love. . . . Jesus Christ, the
wisdom and power of God, was the theme of every discourse. . . . As they
proclaimed the completeness of Christ, the risen Saviour, their words moved
hearts, and men and women were won to the gospel. Multitudes who had
reviled the Saviour's name and despised His power, now confessed themselves
disciples of the Crucified.

Not in their own power did the apostles accomplish their mission, but in the
power of the living God. . . . The consciousness of the responsibility resting on
them purified and enriched their experience; and the grace of heaven was
revealed in the conquests they achieved for Christ. With the might of
omnipotence God worked through them to make the gospel triumphant.

As Christ sent forth His disciples, so today He sends forth the members of
His church. The same power that the apostles had is for them. If they will make
God their strength, He will work with them, and they shall not labor in vain. Let
them realize that the work in which they are engaged is one upon which the
Lord has placed His signet. . .. He bids us go forth to speak the words He gives
us, feeling His holy touch upon our lips. —God’s Amazing Grace, p. 275.

We need to take hold of Christ, and to retain our hold of Him until we know
that the power of His transforming grace is manifested in us. We must have
faith in Christ if we would reflect the divine character.

Christ clothed His divinity with humanity, and lived a life of prayer and self-
denial, and of daily battle with temptation, that He might help those who today
are assailed by temptation. He is our efficiency and power. He desires that,
through the appropriation of His grace, humanity shall become partakers of
the divine nature. . . . The word of God in the Old and New Testaments, if
faithfully studied and received into the life, will give spiritual wisdom and life.
His word is to be sacredly cherished. Faith in theWord of God and in the power
of Christ to transform the life will enable the believer to work His works, and
to live His word and have a life of rejoicing in the Lord. —This Day With God, p.
285.



Friday, July 10
For Further Reading

Lift Him Up, "Love and Justice Harmonized,” August 26, p. 252.
God'’s Amazing Grace, "Heaven Itself Imperiled,” June 16, p. 175.



