Lesson 9
Sabbath Afternoon, May 23
Sin, the Gospel, and the Law

To Daniel was given a vision of fierce beasts, representing the powers of the earth.
But the ensign of the Messiah’s kingdom is a lamb. While earthly kingdoms rule by the
ascendancy of physical power, Christ is to banish every carnal weapon, every
instrument of coercion. His kingdom was to be established to uplift and ennoble fallen

humanity.
To Adam, the offering of the first sacrifice was a most painful ceremony. His hand
must be raised to take life, which only God could give. . .. As he slew the innocent

victim, he trembled at the thought that his sin must shed the blood of the spotless
Lamb of God. This scene gave him a deeper and more vivid sense of the greatness of
his transgression, which nothing but the death of God's dear Son could expiate. And
he marveled at the infinite goodness that would give such a ransom to save the guilty.

The types and shadows of the sacrificial service, with the prophe-cies, gave the
Israelites a veiled, indistinct view of the mercy and grace to be brought to the world
by the revelation of Christ. . .. Only through Christ can man keep the moral law. By
transgression of this law man brought sin into the world, and with sin came death.
Christ became the propitiation for man'’s sin. He proffered His perfection of character
in the place of man’s sinfulness. He took upon Himself the curse of disobedience. The
sacrifices and offerings pointed forward to the sacrifice He was to make. The slain lamb
typified the Lamb that was to take away the sin of the world. . ..

The law and the gospel are in perfect harmony. Each upholds the other. In all its
majesty the law confronts the conscience, causing the sinner to feel his need of Christ
as the propitiation for sin. The gospel recognizes the power and immutability of the
law. “I had not known sin, but by the law” (Romans 7:7), Paul declares. The sense of sin,
urged home by the law, drives the sinner to the Saviour. In his need man may present
the mighty arguments furnished by the cross of Calvary. He may claim the
righteousness of Christ; for it is imparted to every repentant sinner. —God’s Amazing
Grace, p. 15.

Obedience to the laws of God develops in man a beautiful character that is in
harmony with all that is pure and holy and undefiled. In the life of such a man the
message of the gospel of Christ is made clear. Accepting the mercy of Christ and His
healing from the power of sin, he is brought into right relation with God. His life,
cleansed from vanity and selfishness, is filled with the love of God. His daily obedience
to the law of God obtains for him a character that assures him eternal life in the
kingdom of God. —God’s Amazing Grace, p. 146.



Sunday, May 24
Distractions and Temptations

We have abundant evidence that tares grow with wheat in the church of God. There
are sincere Christians in the church, and there are also lukewarm Christians. These have
opportunity to know the truth. The Word of God is presented to them; they come to
the banquet, as Judas came to the Passover, but like Judas, they do not eat the Word
of life. No one can compel them to eat the Word of eternal life—to make thorough
work for repentance, that they may obtain a Christian experience, and become rooted
and grounded in the truth. . ..

We must not be overwhelmed with discouragement because good and bad are
gathered into the church. Judas was numbered among the disciples. He had every
advantage a man could have, but although he heard the truth, and listened to the
principles so plainly laid down, yet Christ knew that he did not receive the truth. He
did not eat the truth. It did not become a part of himself. His old habits and practices
constantly sought to assert themselves. But Christ did not take forcible means to cut
Judas away from the disciples. . ..

All who are trying to do true service to God will be brought into perplexity. But do
not think of failure. Do not talk of discouragement. Let all be united in doing the will
of our heavenly Father. ... If we are Christians, we cannot follow the world'’s policy. “It
is written” must be our constant counselor. What ungodly men do should not guide
us....

Men act as though they had been given special liberty to cancel the decisions of
God. The higher critics put themselves in the place of God, and review the Word of
God, revising or endorsing it. In this way, all nations are induced to drink the wine of
the fornication of Babylon. These higher critics have fixed things to suit the popular
heresies of these last days. If they cannot subvert and misapply the Word of God, if
they cannot bend it to human practices, they break it. . . .

All who are doers of the Word of God will be blessed abundantly. Whatever crosses
they must lift, whatever losses they must sustain, whatever persecution they may suffer,
even if it be to the loss of their temporal life, they are amply recompensed; for they
secure that life which measures with the life of God. In losing their lives for Christ's
sake, they gain a life which lasts through the eternal ages. They walk under the
direction of the Father of lights, with whom there is no variableness, neither shadow
of turning. They shall see His face, and His name shall be in their foreheads. —The
Upward Look, p. 35.



Monday, May 25
Strongholds in My Relationship With God

Our Lord is cognizant of the conflict of His people in these last days with the satanic
agencies combined with evil men who neglect and refuse their great salvation. With
the greatest simplicity and candor, our Saviour, the mighty General of the armies of
heaven, does not conceal the stern conflict which they will experience. He points out
the dangers, He shows us the plan of the battle, and the hard and hazardous work to
be done, and then lifts His voice before entering the conflict to count the cost while at
the same time He encourages all to take up the weapons of their warfare and expect
the heavenly host to compose the armies to war in defense of truth and righteousness.
Men's weakness shall find supernatural strength and help in every stern conflict to do
the deeds of Omnipotence, and perseverance in faith and perfect trust in God will
ensure success.

While the vast confederacy of evil is arrayed against them He bids them to be brave
and strong and fight valiantly for they have a heaven to win, and they have more than
an angel in their ranks, the mighty General of armies leads on the armies of heaven.
As on the occasion of the taking of Jericho, not one of the armies of Israel could boast
of exercising their finite strength to overthrow the walls of the city, but the Captain of
the Lord’s host planned the battle in the greatest simplicity, that the Lord alone should
receive the glory and man should not be exalted. God has promised us all power; for
the promise is unto you and your children, and to all that are afar off even as many as
the Lord our God shall call.

Faith is the living power that presses through every barrier, overrides all obstacles,
and plants its banner in the heart of the enemy’s camp. —Sons and Daughters of God, p.
202.

By becoming thoroughly acquainted with ourselves, and then combining with the
grace of God a firm determination on our part, we may be conquerors, and become
perfect in all things, wanting in nothing.

Opposing circumstances should create a firm determination to overcome them. The
breaking down of one barrier will give greater ability and courage to go forward. Press
with determination in the right direction, and circumstances will be your helpers, not
your hindrances.

True Christian character is marked by a singleness of purpose, an indomitable
determination, which refuses to yield to worldly influences, which will aim at nothing
short of the Bible standard. ... The consecration of Christ’s follower must be complete.
. . . He must be willing to bear patiently, cheerfully, joyfully, whatever in God's
providence he may be called to suffer. His final reward will be to share with Christ the
throne of immortal glory. —God’s Amazing Grace, p. 225.



Tuesday, May 26
The Law

The Word of God includes the Scriptures of the Old Testament as well as of the New.
One is not complete without the other. Christ declared that the truths of the Old
Testament are as valuable as those of the New. Christ was as much man’s Redeemer in
the beginning of the world as He is today. Before He clothed His divinity with humanity
and came to our world, the gospel message was given by Adam, Seth, Enoch,
Methuselah, and Noah. Abraham in Canaan and Lot in Sodom bore the message, and
from generation to generation faithful messengers proclaimed the Coming One. . ..

Of Christ’s life and death and intercession, which prophets had foretold, the apostles
were to go forth as witnesses. Christ in His humiliation, in His purity and holiness, in
His matchless love, was to be their theme. And in order to preach the gospel in its
fullness, they must present the Saviour not only as revealed in His life and teachings,
but as foretold by the prophets of the Old Testament and as symbolized by the
sacrificial service. . . .

In every age there is a new development of truth, a message of God to the people
of that generation. The old truths are all essential; new truth is not independent of the
old, but an unfolding of it. It is only as the old truths are understood that we can
comprehend the new. When Christ desired to open to His disciples the truth of His
resurrection, He began "at Moses and all the prophets,” and “expounded unto them in
all the scriptures the things concerning himself” (Luke 24:27). But it is the light which
shines in the fresh unfolding of truth that glorifies the old. He who rejects or neglects
the new does not really possess the old. For him it loses its vital power and becomes
but a lifeless form.

There are those who profess to believe and to teach the truths of the Old Testament,
while they reject the New. But in refusing to receive the teachings of Christ, they show
that they do not believe that which patriarchs and prophets have spoken.. ..

In rejecting the Old, they virtually reject the New; for both are parts of an inseparable
whole. No man can rightly present the law of God without the gospel, or the gospel
without the law. The law is the gospel embodied, and the gospel is the law unfolded.
The law is the root, the gospel is the fragrant blossom and fruit which it bears.

The Old Testament sheds light upon the New, and the New upon the Old. Each is a
revelation of the glory of God in Christ. Both present truths that will continually reveal
new depths of meaning to the earnest seeker. —Lift Him Up, p. 306.

You cannot atone for your past sins; you cannot change your heart and make yourself
holy. But God promises to do all this for you through Christ. You believe that promise.
You confess your sins and give yourself to God. You will to serve Him. Just as surely as
you do this, God will fulfill His word to you. If you believe the promise—believe that
you are forgiven and cleansed—God supplies the fact; you are made whole, just as
Christ gave the paralytic power to walk when the man believed that he was healed. It
is so if you believe it. Do not wait to feel that you are made whole, but say, “I believe
it; it is so, not because | feel it, but because God has promised.” —Steps to Christ, p. 51.



Wednesday, May 27
The Law and the Gospel

The law reveals to man his sins, but it provides no remedy. While it promises life to
the obedient, it declares that death is the portion of the transgressor. The gospel of
Christ alone can free him from the condemnation or the defilement of sin. He must
exercise repentance toward God, whose law has been transgressed; and faith in Christ,
his atoning sacrifice. Thus he obtains “remission of sins that are past” and becomes a
partaker of the divine nature. He is a child of God, having received the spirit of
adoption, whereby he cries: “Abba, Father!”

Is he now free to transgress God's law? Says Paul: “Do we then make void the law
through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law.” “How shall we, that are dead to
sin, live any longer therein?” And John declares: "This is the love of God, that we keep
His commandments: and His commandments are not grievous.” Romans 3:31; 6:2; 1
John 5:3. In the new birth the heart is brought into harmony with God, as it is brought
into accord with His law. When this mighty change has taken place in the sinner, he
has passed from death unto life, from sin unto holiness, from transgression and
rebellion to obedience and loyalty. The old life of alienation from God has ended; the
new life of reconciliation, of faith and love, has begun. Then “the righteousness of the
law” will “be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Romans
8:4. And the language of the soul will be: “O how love | Thy law! it is my meditation all
the day.” Psalm 119:97.

“The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul.” Psalm 19:7. Without the law,
men have no just conception of the purity and holiness of God or of their own guilt
and uncleanness. They have no true conviction of sin and feel no need of repentance.
Not seeing their lost condition as violators of God's law, they do not realize their need
of the atoning blood of Christ. The hope of salvation is accepted without a radical
change of heart or reformation of life. Thus superficial conversions abound, and
multitudes are joined to the church who have never been united to Christ. —The Great
Controversy, pp. 467, 468.

Many who claim to believe and to teach the gospel are in a similar error. They set
aside the Old Testament Scriptures, of which Christ declared, “They are they which
testify of Me.” John 5:39. In rejecting the Old, they virtually reject the New; for both are
parts of an inseparable whole. No man can rightly present the law of God without the
gospel, or the gospel without the law. The law is the gospel embodied, and the gospel
is the law unfolded. The law is the root, the gospel is the fragrant blossom and fruit
which it bears. —Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 128.



Thursday, May 28
Knowing and Doing

Side by side with the preaching of the gospel, agencies are at work which are but
the medium of lying spirits. Many tamper with these merely from curiosity, but seeing
evidence of the working of a more than human power, they are lured on and on, until
they are controlled by a will stronger than their own. They cannot escape from its
mysterious power.

The defenses of their souls are broken down. They have no barrier against sin. When
once the restraints of God's word and His Spirit are rejected, no one knows to what
depths of degradation they may sink. Secret sin or master passion may hold them
captives as helpless as was the demoniac of Capernaum. Yet their condition is not
hopeless.

The means by which we can overcome the wicked one is that by which Christ
overcame—the power of the word. God does not control our minds without our
consent; but if we desire to know and to do His will, His promises are ours: “Ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” “If any man willeth to do His will,
he shall know of the teaching.” (John 8:32; 7:17, R.\V.) Through faith in these promises,
everyone may be delivered from the snares of error and the control of sin.

All of the human race are free to choose what power they will have to rule over them.
None have fallen so low, none are so vile, but that they can find deliverance in Christ.
The demoniac, in place of prayer, could utter only the words of Satan; yet the heart's
unspoken appeal was heard. No cry from a soul in need, though it fail of utterance in
words, will be unheeded. Those who will consent to enter into covenant relation with
the God of heaven are not left to the power of Satan or to the infirmity of their own
nature. They are invited by the Saviour, “Let him take hold of My strength, that he may
make peace with Me; and he shall make peace with Me.” (Isaiah 27:5.) The spirits of
darkness will battle for the soul once under their dominion, but angels of God will
contend for that soul with prevailing power. The Lord says, “Shall the prey be taken
from the mighty, or the lawful captive delivered? . . . Thus saith the Lord, Even the
captives of the mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be
delivered: for | will contend with him that contendeth with thee, and | will save thy
children.” (Isaiah 49:24, 25.) —The Desire of Ages, pp. 258, 259.



Friday, May 29
For Further Reading

Lift Him Up, "Secret Prayer and Bible Study,” October 12, p. 299.
Maranatha, "The Truth Will Triumph,” January 10, p. 18.



