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Sabbath Afternoon

Read for This Week’s Study: Matt. 28:18-20, 2 Pet.
3:18, 1 Pet. 3:8-15, Hosea 7, Zechariah 10.

Memory Text: « ‘The Lord God has given Me the tongue
of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in
season to him who is weary. He awakens Me morning by

morning, He awakens My ear to hear as the learned’ ”
(Isaiah 50:4, NKJV).

It was a busy Sabbath morning for Pastor G. He had
awakened early, preparing for both Sabbath School and
the sermon, and he was also leading an evangelistic
series in the afternoon. He grabbed his keys, ran out the
door, and sped away.

He drove through the city traffic, annoyed that so
many people were out on a Saturday morning and could
make him late for church. Where were they all going?
Then, out of nowhere, one car cut in front of him. He



slammed on the brakes and held up his fist in frustration
and anger, yelling at the driver.

Finally, Pastor G. arrived at the church. As he stood up
to teach the lesson, his eyes scanned his class and came
to rest on a familiar face: the driver of the car he was
angry at just 20 minutes earlier.

Later, when a church member introduced the driver as
a non-Adventist who was visiting relatives, Pastor G.
realized once again how every interaction, to both
acquaintances and strangers, should be bathed in love
that flows from an abiding relationship with God. You
never know how your actions, especially as a believer,
can impact others.

* Study this week’s lesson to prepare for Sabbath, June 20.
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Out of the Overflow

Read the Great Commission in Matthew 28:18-20. Write
down the different messages of Jesus when He says “all”
or “always” (which in Greek is the same word pas).

Jesus gave us a mandate to share His message with the
world: “Go therefore and make disciples.” The mission of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church is to make disciples,
who can then make other disciples. That way we are all
proclaiming the everlasting gospel and the three angels’
messages (Rev. 14:6-12) to prepare our world for Jesus’
soon return.

Anyone who has received a new life in Christ is called
to witness. Yet, too often, people think about witnessing
as something that they can’t do or don’t want to do. You
might picture yourself preaching on a street corner or
giving a complex Bible study, and so you shake your
head. “Not me! No way! I'm an introvert; witnessing isn’t
my comfort zone.”

However, true witnessing is often the result of being
an eyewitness to what God is doing in your life, of
noticing what He is teaching you as you grow in Him,
and then simply sharing your experience with others.
God is so good, and what He has done for us is the best
news that this world can hear. We cannot and should not
be silent! He has redeemed you; He has called you by



name—you are His. Could there be any better news for
anyone anywhere?

Although the disciples in the early church weren’t
educated in the Rabbinical schools or eloquent in the
oral traditions, we can still learn from them.

Read Acts 1:8 and Acts 4:13. What was witnessing like for
the early church? What impact did Peter and John have
on those who heard them witness?

Peter and John went on to declare, “ ‘For we cannot
but speak the things which we have seen and heard’”
(Acts 4:20, NK]JV). “They had been with Jesus” (Acts
4:13) and were compelled to share. The Holy Spirit gave
them boldness and a convincing power in their words.

Spend some time in prayer right now. Ask God for
courage to share Him with people He puts in your life.
Ask Him for wisdom to know when to share and what
to say. Read 1 John 4:7-11 and pray for this Kind of
love.
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Unforced but With Power

Have you ever wondered how Jesus maintained the
motivation to labor, heal, comfort, preach, and teach so
many people day after day? We're told that “when He
saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for
them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep
having no shepherd” (Matt. 9:36, NK]JV). It was Jesus’
love and compassion toward humanity that drove His
labor. In a similar way, God’s love in us should compel us
to feel the burden of leading souls to Him and to His
truth (2 Cor. 5:14).

Have you ever looked at the faces of strangers in a
crowd and thought ahead to eternity, to wonder if they
know Jesus? Have you ever felt what can only be the love
of God in you toward a stranger in need? God’s love in us
compels us to feel the burden of leading souls to Him.
Jeremiah expressed this when he said, “ ‘His word was in
my heart like a burning fire shut up in my bones; [ was
weary of holding it back, and I could not”” (Jer. 20:9,
NK]V).

However, when we share God with others, we should
never try to force someone to accept God or His Bible
truth. Coercion goes against the very heart of God'’s
character. God didn’t force Adam and Eve to stay away
from the tree of knowledge of good and evil (Gen. 2:16,
17). He didn’t force people into the ark to be saved from
the Flood (Gen. 7:1). He didn’t force the Israelites to
remain in their covenant with Him (Deut. 4:29-31).
Instead, He met their needs (Matt. 4:23-25) and then



invited them to follow Him. Jesus never forced anyone to
follow Him or His truth, but He never gives up on us
(Matt. 23:37).

As we witness, our approach should always mirror
Jesus’ approach. Ellen G. White says, “It is no part of
Christ’s mission to compel men to receive Him. It is
Satan, and men actuated by his spirit, that seek to
compel the conscience. ... There can be no more
conclusive evidence that we possess the spirit of Satan
than the disposition to hurt and destroy those who do
not appreciate our work, or who act contrary to our
ideas.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 487.

We must allow ourselves to be a conduit for God’s
service. We live in a world that hates the truth, but that
reality shouldn’t prevent us from sharing it in
thoughtful, loving ways. Remember that it’s often our
own personal testimony that will carry the most weight,
particularly in the early stages of witnessing (Rev.
12:11).

Read 2 Peter 3:18. In what ways are you growing in
grace and knowledge? How is this evident in your
interactions with those around you?
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Tips for Sharing Jesus

The question for each of us is: With whom are you
sharing Jesus—the postal carrier, a store clerk, someone
you see daily when you’re out walking? God calls every
believer to help Him with this work, and He promises to
give you “ ‘the tongue of the learned, that [you] should
know how to speak a word in season to him who is
weary’ ” (Isa. 50:4, NKJV). It is also the duty of the
Christian to always be prepared to give a defense
(apologia) for the faith and hope that is in us (1 Pet.
3:15).

Read 1 Peter 3:8-15. What is the Word of God telling us in
these verses?

Here are some simple tips to keep in mind as you
consider how to be more intentional about sharing Jesus
with others:

Get to know someone and build a friendship over time.
Your warmth, kindness, and genuine interest in them
(being “lovable”) will help draw them to God. (Some
call this “friendship evangelism.”)

Pray for the Holy Spirit to work on the person’s heart.
Pray for the right opportunities to interact with them.
Look for natural ways to talk about your own faith
experiences or offer a prayer for them. Ask God to give
you boldness but gentleness in your approach.



Find ways to connect your new friend with others
from your church, so that they can experience the
embrace of your church community. A social or small
group Bible study is a good next step.

Pray about the specific needs or questions your new
friend might have and look for an opportunity to show
them how the Bible offers comfort, advice, and
guidance in our lives. You might simply share one
Bible promise at first or answer one question, which
will open the door for deeper discussions. Pray for
those too.

There will come a time you’ll want to ask if your friend
would like to take a next step (Bible study and,
eventually, baptism). Don’t rush these steps but also
don’t lag. Pray about this.

Our actions should reveal whose we are. How we treat
others in our lives will speak volumes. As our
characters are shaped in His likeness (sanctification),
we will live to draw all people to Him.
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A Wandering Child

Many know firsthand the pain and heartache of having
a child who— despite the strong, spiritual home they
were raised in—has chosen to walk away from a
relationship with the Lord.

Ephraim, as part of God’s chosen nation, strayed from
the Lord. What do Hosea 4:17 and Hosea 7 tell us about
the sins of Ephraim?

Furthermore, we read that Rachel, the grandmother of
Ephraim, metaphorically weeps because Ephraim has
walked away from a relationship with the Lord (Jer.
31:15). The Lord responds to her great sadness with
these words in Jeremiah 31:16, 17: “ ‘Refrain your voice
from weeping, and your eyes from tears; for your work
shall be rewarded, says the Lord, and they shall come
back from the land of the enemy. There is hope in your
future, says the Lord, that your children shall come back
to their own border’ ” (NKJV).

Instead of weeping over her wayward child, Rachel is told
to have hope. What else does Jeremiah tell us? Read
Jeremiah 31:18, 19.




Through Ephraim'’s story, we learn that there is always
hope, because God doesn’t give up. Although He rebukes
His wayward people time and time again, God'’s
compassion never fails, and His message in this chapter
continues (see Jer. 31:20).

We might feel great pain, frustration, and
discouragement, or even speak negatively of those who
are close to us who have walked away from a
relationship with God. Yet, God reminds us that He has
not forgotten the wayward child—not at all! God’s
thoughts for such a person are not fleeting but instead
are heartfelt and sincere. In fact, God says that His heart
yearns for such individuals. He longs for them to return
to Him, and His mercy is great.

How does knowing that this is God’s response to
Rachel’s pain over Ephraim’s waywardness make you
feel about those you know who have walked away
from a relationship with the Lord? How does this
challenge or encourage you?
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Bring Them Back

We've all had weak or wavering moments in our walk
with God—the valleys where our heart has been
unfaithful or where we’ve merely been lukewarm for too
long. What was it that brought you back into an abiding
relationship with Him?

Zechariah 10 shares some beautiful messages about God
bringing His people back to Him. Read this chapter now
slowly and take note of the main messages.

In a practical sense, knowing how to relate to, and
interact with, a loved one who has walked away from a
relationship with the Lord can be challenging. You might
wonder how things could have evolved for a different
outcome; you might wonder how to interact with them
now that they have a different worldview; and you might
feel frustrated and helpless about the poor decisions
they may still be making. These thoughts will always
impact how you treat your loved one, and it’s therefore
so important to live and speak from the overflow of your
personal time with your Savior.

The testimony of your life, your actions, your words,
and your prayers for your spouse or child who has
walked away from God can radically change their lives
and future. (Read in Luke 22:31, 32 and John 21:15-17
how Jesus’ prayers for Peter changed his future.)
Surrender any sadness, judgment, or condemnation you



might feel toward them, and instead ask God to replace
these feelings with love that only He can give. Ask God to
cover you with His character so that you can model a
loving, unselfish attitude. Remember that “no other
influence that can surround the human soul has such
power as the influence of an unselfish life. The strongest
argument in favor of the gospel is a loving and lovable
Christian.”—Ellen G. White, The Ministry of Healing, p.
470.

Through our example of a consistent life that points
others to Christ, those who have rejected Christ will see
in us something that can come only from God. They will
see a peace that passes understanding, love that will
never let go, and hope that believes against all odds.
God’s love for us and our loved ones never wavers. We
can give this love, which we receive every day, to those
around us.

What does Ephesians 3:17-19 encourage us to do?
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Further Thought: “Whatever the profession, no man
has pure love to God unless he has unselfish love for his
brother. But we can never come into possession of this
spirit by trying to love others. What is needed is the love
of Christ in the heart. When self is merged in Christ, love
springs forth spontaneously.”—Ellen G. White, Christ’s
Object Lessons, p. 384.

“Those who are most actively employed in doing with
interested fidelity their work to win souls to Jesus Christ,
are the best developed in spirituality and devotion.”—
Ellen G. White, Evangelism, p. 356.

“Strength to resist evil is best gained by aggressive
service.”—Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles, p.
105.

“In order to enter into His joy—the joy of seeing souls
redeemed by His sacrifice—we must participate in His
labors for their redemption.”—Ellen G. White, The
Desire of Ages, p. 142.

“Those who reject the privilege of fellowship with
Christ in service, reject the only training that imparts a
fitness for participation with Him in His glory.”—Ellen G.
White, Education, p. 264.



Discussion Questions:

1.

Why is love so foundational and essential for any
kind of effective witnessing?

. When have you found this to be true: that soul

winning is linked to a personal and vibrant walk
with God?

Is there a baseline or basic understanding that is
needed to share God with others? If so, what
might this be?

When it comes to giving a Bible study to a
nonbeliever, where would you begin? What is
your initial focus: proving certain doctrines or
inviting someone to know Jesus?

Sing or listen to the words from the hymn
“Redeemed!” (The Seventh-day Adventist
Hymnal, no. 338) and reflect on the ways you are
proclaiming it.

Summary: When God’s love and His living, powerful

Word fill our daily lives, we will be compelled to love
and share Him with those around us. We should be
prayerful, thoughtful, and intentional about witnessing,
believing that His Word, which goes forth from His
mouth, shall not return to Him void, but it shall
accomplish what He pleases, and it shall prosper in the
things for which He sent it (see Isa. 55:11).



INSIDE YY)
Stranger in the Parking Lot

People ask Zeth Louis Lekatompessy how he supports
his wife and three children without a salaried job in
Indonesia. He says it is God’s providence.

Zeth decided to volunteer as a Bible worker after
feeling convicted that he needed to trust more in God
and less on himself during the COVID-19 pandemic. He
had a heart for souls, and he put into motion a plan that
he had used to lead many of his siblings to Christ.

He and his wife put together a list of every person
whom they knew on Ambon Island, where they lived.
Then they prayed for the names daily. They also got on
their motorcycle every morning and visited the people
on the list. The visits prompted Bible studies, and the
Bible studies led to baptisms.

Zeth and his wife visited about three families a day,
and the discussions sometimes lasted until late at night.

Many people couldn’t understand how the family was
making ends meet.

“How do you survive with no job or savings or
property that you can sell to help with your financial
needs?” someone asked.

“It’'s impossible to live without a paying job,” said
another. “I can’t believe it. Please prove it.”

Zeth acknowledges that his family has faced
challenges. One Friday, the money ran out, and he and
his wife prayed for God to intervene. Their prayers



stretched into Sabbath. “We don’t have anything but
You,” they prayed. “We can only trust in You.” That
Sabbath, a stranger approached Zeth in the church
parking lot and handed him an envelope. “This is for you
so you can cheerfully continue your ministry,” he said.

At home, Zeth and his wife thanked God and opened
the envelope. Inside they found enough money to cover
their needs for several months.

To those who seek evidence, Zeth recounts the
experience, saying, “Out of hundreds of experiences of
God’s providence, this is just one of them.”

Today, Zeth is studying theology at Klabat University
in hope of learning how to give better Bible studies. He
said God is still covering his family’s expenses. When he
graduates, he is ready to serve as a pastor, a Bible
worker, or in another position from God.

“Pray for me and my family,” he said. “Pray that when I
finish my studies, I can bring more souls to God’s
kingdom.”




Thank you for your Thirteenth Sabbath Offering, also
known as the Quarterly Mission Project Offering, that is
helping people like Zeth prepare for gospel ministry.
Klabat University, located near Manado, Indonesia, is a
previous offering recipient. This quarter’s offering will
help similar schools in the East-Central Africa Division.
Watch a YouTube video of Zeth at bit.ly/Zeth-IS.

Provided by the General Conference Office of
Adventist Mission, which uses Sabbath School
mission offerings to spread the gospel worldwide.
Read new stories daily at AdventistMission.org.



