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Reconciliation and Hope 

 

 

          Sabbath Afternoon, February 21 

In the Revelation he [Satan] is declared to be the “accuser of our brethren,” “which accused 
them before our God day and night.” Revelation 12:10. The controversy is repeated over every 
soul that is rescued from the power of evil and whose name is registered in the Lamb’s book of 
life. Never is one received from the family of Satan into the family of God without exciting the 
determined resistance of the wicked one. . . . He leads men into skepticism, causing them to 
lose confidence in God and to separate from His love; he tempts them to break His law, and 
then he claims them as his captives and contests the right of Christ to take them from him. He 
knows that those who seek God earnestly for pardon and grace will obtain it; therefore he 
presents their sins before them to discourage them. . . . By countless devices, the most subtle 
and the most cruel, he endeavors to secure their condemnation. 

Man cannot meet these charges himself. In his sin-stained garments, confessing his guilt, he 
stands before God. But Jesus our Advocate presents an effectual plea in behalf of all who by 
repentance and faith have committed the keeping of their souls to Him. He pleads their cause 
and vanquishes their accuser by the mighty arguments of Calvary. His perfect obedience to 
God’s law, even unto the death of the cross, has given Him all power in heaven and in earth, and 
He claims of His Father mercy and reconciliation for guilty man. . . . 

Not one soul that in penitence and faith has claimed His protection will Christ permit to pass 
under the enemy’s power. His word is pledged: “Let him take hold of my strength, that he may 
make peace with me; and he shall make peace with me.” The promise. . . is made to all: “If thou 
wilt keep my charge, . . . I will give thee places to walk among these that stand by.” Zechariah 
3:7. Angels of God will walk on either side of them, even in this world, and they will stand at last 
among the angels that surround the throne of God.”—The Faith I Live By, p. 324. 
  

In partaking with His disciples of the bread and wine, Christ pledged Himself to them as their 
Redeemer. . . . As we receive the bread and wine symbolizing Christ’s broken body and spilled 
blood, we in imagination join in the scene of Communion in the upper chamber. We seem to be 
passing through the garden consecrated by the agony of Him who bore the sins of the world. We 
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witness the struggle by which our reconciliation with God was obtained. Christ is set forth 
crucified among us. 

Looking upon the crucified Redeemer, we more fully comprehend the magnitude and meaning 
of the sacrifice made by the Majesty of heaven. The plan of salvation is glorified before us, and 
the thought of Calvary awakens living and sacred emotions in our hearts. Praise to God and the 
Lamb will be in our hearts and on our lips; for pride and self-worship cannot flourish in the soul 
that keeps fresh in memory the scenes of Calvary.—The Faith I Live By, p. 300. 

  



Sunday, February 22 

Reconciled From Wicked Works 

Through Christ, restoration as well as reconciliation is provided for man. The gulf that was made 
by sin has been spanned by the cross of Calvary. A full, complete ransom has been paid by 
Jesus, by virtue of which the sinner is pardoned, and the justice of the law is maintained. All who 
believe that Christ is the atoning sacrifice may come and receive pardon for their sins; for 
through the merit of Christ, communication has been opened between God and man. God can 
accept me as His child, and I can claim Him and rejoice in Him as my loving Father. We must 
center our hopes of heaven upon Christ alone, because He is our substitute and surety. . . . 

The best efforts that man in his own strength can make, are valueless to meet the holy and just 
law that he has transgressed; but through faith in Christ he may claim the righteousness of the 
Son of God as all-sufficient. Christ satisfied the demands of the law in His human nature. He 
bore the curse of the law for the sinner, made an atonement for him, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish. . . . Genuine faith appropriates the righteousness of Christ, and the 
sinner is made an overcomer with Christ; for he is made a partaker of the divine nature, and thus 
divinity and humanity are combined. 

He who is trying to reach heaven by his own works in keeping the law, is attempting an 
impossibility. Man cannot be saved without obedience, but his works should not be of himself; 
Christ should work in him to will and to do of His good pleasure. . . . All that man can do without 
Christ is polluted with selfishness and sin; but that which is wrought through faith is acceptable 
to God. When we seek to gain heaven through the merits of Christ, the soul makes progress. 
Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, we may go on from strength to strength, 
from victory to victory; for through Christ the grace of God has worked out our complete 
salvation. 

We cannot estimate the precious ransom paid to redeem fallen man. The heart’s best and 
holiest affections should be given in return for such wondrous love.—God’s Amazing Grace, p. 
177. 
  

In the new birth the heart is brought into harmony with God, as it is brought into accord with His 
law. When this mighty change has taken place in sinners, they have passed from death unto life, 
from sin unto holiness, from transgression and rebellion to obedience and loyalty. The old life of 
alienation from God has ended; the new life of reconciliation, of faith and love, has begun. Then 
“the righteousness of the law” will “be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit.” (Romans 8:4.) And the language of the soul will be: “O how love I Thy law! it is my 
meditation all the day.” (Psalm 119:97.) . . . 

Without the law, people have no just conception of the purity and holiness of God or of their 
own guilt and uncleanness. They have no true conviction of sin and feel no need of repentance. 
Not seeing their lost condition as violators of God’s law, they do not realize their need of the 
atoning blood of Christ. The hope of salvation is accepted without a radical change of heart or 
reformation of life. Thus superficial conversions abound, and multitudes are joined to the 
church who have never been united to Christ.—The Great Controversy, p. 468. 
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Monday, February 23 

If You Continue in the Faith 

God means we shall trust in Him and enjoy His goodness. He lays out day by day before us and 
we must have eyes and perceptive powers to take these things in. However great and glorious 
the full and perfect deliverance from evil we shall realize in heaven, it is not all to be kept for the 
time of final deliverance. God brings it into our present life. We need daily to cultivate faith in a 
present Saviour. Trusting in a power out of and above ourselves, exercising faith in unseen 
support and power which is waiting the demand of the needy and dependent, we can trust amid 
clouds as well as sunshine, singing of present deliverance and present enjoyment of His love. 
The life we now live must be by faith in the Son of God. 

The Christian’s life is a strangely mingled scene of sorrows and joys, disappointments and 
hopes, fears and confidence. There will be much dissatisfaction with self, as he views his own 
heart so deeply stirred, surged with passion that seems to bear all before it, and then follows 
remorse and sorrow and repentance, followed by peace and deep hidden joys, because he 
knows, as his faith grasps the promises that are revealed in God’s Word, that he has the 
forgiving love of a longsuffering Saviour. And that Saviour, he seeks to bring into his life, weave 
into his character. 

It is these revealings, these discoveries of God’s goodness, that make the soul humble and lead 
it to cry out in gratitude, “I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” (Galatians 2:20). We have 
reason to be comforted. Severe outward trials may press around the soul where Jesus lives. Let 
us turn to Him for the consolations He has provided for us in His Word. The nether springs of 
hope and comfort may appear to fail us, but the upper springs which feed the river of God are 
full of supply and can never be dried up. God would have you look away from the cause of your 
afflictions to Him who is the Owner of soul, body, and spirit. He is the lover of the soul. He 
knows the value of the soul. He is the true Vine and we are the branches. We shall have no 
spiritual nourishment only as we draw it from Jesus who is the life of the soul.—This Day With 
God, p. 62. 
  

Only the influence of the grace of God will lead men to take their stand on the self-denying 
liberal side. The cause of God must not in any case be hindered. The message “Repent and be 
converted,” must go to all parts of the world. God has freely bestowed upon us His treasures of 
sunshine and shower, to cause vegetation to flourish, and He expects every believer to show 
willing liberality in advancing the cause of truth. We need now to work as we have never worked 
before, that the gospel, which is the power of God unto salvation, may be proclaimed 
throughout the world. And those who are converted to the truth are to be the means, through 
their self-sacrifice, of keeping the treasury supplied, that there may be meat in the Lord’s 
house.—This Day With God, p. 347. 
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Tuesday, February 24 

God’s Eternal Plan 

Sin originated in self-seeking. Lucifer, the covering cherub, desired to be first in heaven. He 
sought to gain control of heavenly beings, to draw them away from their Creator, and to win their 
homage to himself. Therefore he misrepresented God, attributing to Him the desire for self-
exaltation. With his own evil characteristics he sought to invest the loving Creator. Thus he 
deceived angels. Thus he deceived men. He led them to doubt the word of God, and to distrust 
His goodness. Because God is a God of justice and terrible majesty, Satan caused them to look 
upon Him as severe and unforgiving. Thus he drew men to join him in rebellion against God, and 
the night of woe settled down upon the world. 

The earth was dark through misapprehension of God. That the gloomy shadows might be 
lightened, that the world might be brought back to God, Satan’s deceptive power was to be 
broken. This could not be done by force. The exercise of force is contrary to the principles of 
God’s government; He desires only the service of love; and love cannot be commanded; it 
cannot be won by force or authority. Only by love is love awakened. To know God is to love Him; 
His character must be manifested in contrast to the character of Satan. This work only one 
Being in all the universe could do. Only He who knew the height and depth of the love of God 
could make it known. Upon the world’s dark night the Sun of Righteousness must rise, “with 
healing in his wings” (Malachi 4:2). 

The plan for our redemption was not an afterthought, a plan formulated after the fall of Adam. It 
was a revelation of “the mystery which hath been kept in silence through times eternal” 
(Romans 16:25, R.V.). It was an unfolding of the principles that from eternal ages have been the 
foundation of God’s throne. From the beginning, God and Christ knew of the apostasy of Satan, 
and of the fall of man through the deceptive power of the apostate. God did not ordain that sin 
should exist, but He foresaw its existence, and made provision to meet the terrible emergency. . 
. . 

Since Jesus came to dwell with us, we know that God is acquainted with our trials, and 
sympathizes with our griefs. Every son and daughter of Adam may understand that our Creator 
is the friend of sinners. For in every doctrine of grace, every promise of joy, every deed of love, 
every divine attraction presented in the Saviour’s life on earth, we see “God with us.”—
Reflecting Christ, p. 23. 
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Wednesday, February 25 

Mystery of God Revealed 

The great plan of redemption results in fully bringing back the world into God’s favor. All that was 
lost by sin is restored. Not only man but the earth is redeemed, to be the eternal abode of the 
obedient. For six thousand years, Satan has struggled to maintain possession of the earth. Now 
God’s original purpose in its creation is accomplished. “The saints of the most High shall take 
the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever” (Daniel 7:18). 

“From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same the Lord’s name is to be praised” 
(Psalm 113:3). . . . “All his commandments are sure. They stand fast for ever and ever” (Psalm 
111:7, 8). The sacred statutes which Satan has hated and sought to destroy, will be honored 
throughout a sinless universe. 

Through Christ’s redeeming work the government of God stands justified. The Omnipotent One 
is made known as the God of love. Satan’s charges are refuted, and his character unveiled. 
Rebellion can never again arise. Sin can never again enter the universe. Through eternal ages all 
are secure from apostasy. By love’s self-sacrifice, the inhabitants of earth and heaven are bound 
to their Creator in bonds of indissoluble union. 

The work of redemption will be complete. In the place where sin abounded, God’s grace much 
more abounds. The earth itself, the very field that Satan claims as his, is to be not only 
ransomed but exalted. Our little world, under the curse of sin the one dark blot in His glorious 
creation, will be honored above all other worlds in the universe of God. Here, where the Son of 
God tabernacled in humanity; where the King of glory lived and suffered and died—here, when 
He shall make all things new, the tabernacle of God shall be with men, “and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God” 
(Revelation 21:3). And through endless ages as the redeemed walk in the light of the Lord, they 
will praise Him for His unspeakable gift—Immanuel, “God with us.”—God’s Amazing Grace, p. 
370. 
  

Of special value to God’s church on earth today—the keepers of His vineyard—are the 
messages of counsel and admonition given through the prophets who have made plain His 
eternal purpose in behalf of mankind. In the teachings of the prophets His love for the lost race 
and His plan for their salvation are clearly revealed.—Prophets and Kings, p. 22. 
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Thursday, February 26 

Power of the Gospel 

The law of God, from its very nature, is unchangeable. It is a revelation of the will and the 
character of its Author. God is love, and His law is love. Its two great principles are love to God 
and love to man. . . . The character of God is righteousness and truth; such is the nature of His 
law. . . . 

In the beginning, man was created in the image of God. He was in perfect harmony with the 
nature and the law of God; the principles of righteousness were written upon his heart. But sin 
alienated him from his Maker. He no longer reflected the divine image. His heart was at war with 
the principles of God’s law. . . . But “God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son,” 
that man might be reconciled to God. Through the merits of Christ he can be restored to 
harmony with his Maker. His heart must be renewed by divine grace; he must have a new life 
from above. This change is the new birth. . . . 

The first step in reconciliation to God is the conviction of sin. . . . “By the law is the knowledge of 
sin” (Romans 3:20). In order to see his guilt, the sinner must test his character by God’s great 
standard of righteousness. It is a mirror which shows the perfection of a righteous character and 
enables him to discern the defects of his own. The law reveals to man his sin. . . . It declares that 
death is the portion of the transgressor. The gospel of Christ alone can free him from the 
condemnation or the defilement of sin. He must exercise repentance toward God, whose law 
has been transgressed; and faith in Christ, his atoning sacrifice. . . . 

In the new birth the heart is brought into harmony with God, as it is brought into accord with His 
law. When this mighty change has taken place in the sinner, he has passed from death unto life, 
from sin unto holiness, from transgression and rebellion to obedience and loyalty. . . . 

The followers of Christ are to become like Him—by the grace of God to form characters in 
harmony with the principles of His holy law. This is Bible sanctification.—God’s Amazing Grace, 
p. 20. 

 

 

Friday, February 27 

For Further Reading 

God’s Amazing Grace, “God’s Justice Vindicated,” December 31, p. 373. 

Sons and Daughters of God, “Defenders of the Faith,” September 19, p. 269. 
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