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Confidence Only in Christ
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In order to meet the requirement of the law, our faith must grasp the righteousness of Christ,
accepting it as our righteousness. Through union with Christ, through acceptance of His
righteousness by faith, we may be qualified to work the works of God, to be colaborers with
Christ. If you are willing to drift along with the current of evil, and do not cooperate with the
heavenly agencies in restraining transgression in your family, and in the church, in order that
everlasting righteousness may be brought in, you do not have faith.

Faith works by love and purifies the soul. Through faith the Holy Spirit works in the heart to
create holiness therein; but this cannot be done unless the human agent will work with Christ.
We can be fitted for heaven only through the work of the Holy Spirit upon the heart; for we must
have Christ’s righteousness as our credentials if we would find access to the Father. In order
that we may have the righteousness of Christ, we need daily to be transformed by the influence
of the Spirit, to be a partaker of the divine nature. It is the work of the Holy Spirit to elevate the
taste, to sanctify the heart, to ennoble the whole man.

Let the soul look to Jesus. “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world”
(John 1:29). No one will be forced to look to Christ; but the voice of invitation is sounding in
yearning entreaty, “Look and live.” In looking to Christ, we shall see that His love is without a
parallel, that He has taken the place of the guilty sinner, and has imputed unto him His spotless
righteousness.

When the sinner sees his Saviour dying upon the cross under the curse of sin in his stead,
beholding His pardoning love, love awakes in his heart. The sinner loves Christ, because Christ
has first loved him, and love is the fulfilling of the law. The repenting soul realizes that God “is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).
The Spirit of God works in the believer’s soul, enabling him to advance from one line of
obedience to another, reaching on from strength to greater strength, from grace to grace in
Christ Jesus.—Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 60.
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The Lord Jesus is our strength and happiness, the great storehouse from which, on every
occasion, men may draw strength. As we study Him, talk of Him, become more and more able
to behold Him—as we avail ourselves of His grace and receive the blessings He proffers us, we
have something with which to help others. Filled with gratitude, we communicate to others the
blessings that have been freely given us. Thus receiving and imparting, we grow in grace; and a
rich current of praise and gratitude constantly flows from our lips; the sweet spirit of Jesus
kindles thanksgiving in our hearts, and our souls are uplifted with a sense of security. The

unfailing, inexhaustible righteousness of Christ becomes our righteousness by faith.—My Life
Today, p. 171.



Sunday, February 1
Rejoicing in the Lord

To the Christian is granted the joy of gathering rays of eternal light from the throne of glory, and
of reflecting these rays not only on his own path, but on the paths of those with whom he
associates. By speaking words of hope and encouragement, of grateful praise and kindly cheer,
he may strive to make those around him better, to elevate them, to point them to heaven and
glory, and to lead them to seek, above all earthly things, the eternal substance, the immortal
inheritance, the riches that are imperishable.

“Rejoice in the Lord alway,” says the apostle, “and again | say, Rejoice.” Wherever we go, we
should carry an atmosphere of Christian hopefulness and cheer; then those who are out of
Christ will see attractiveness in the religion we profess; unbelievers will see the consistency of
our faith. We need to have more distinct glimpses of heaven, the land where all is brightness
and joy. We need to know more of the fullness of the blessed hope. If we are constantly
“rejoicing in hope,” we shall be able to speak words of encouragement to those whom we meet.

Not alone in daily association with believers and unbelievers are we to glorify God by speaking
often one to another in words of gratitude and rejoicing. As Christians, we are exhorted not to
forsake the assembling of ourselves together, for our own refreshing, and to impart the
consolation we have received. In these meetings, held from week to week, we should dwell
upon God’s goodness and manifold mercies, upon His power to save from sin. In features, in
temper, in words, in character, we are to witness that the service of God is good. Thus we
proclaim that “the law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul.”

Our prayer and social meetings should be seasons of special help and encouragement. . This
can best be done by having a fresh experience daily in the things of God, and by not hesitating to
speak of His love in the assemblies of His people. . .. If we thought and talked more of Jesus,
and less of ourselves, we should have much more of His presence. If we abide in Him, we shall
be so filled with peace, faith, and courage, and shall have so victorious an experience to relate
when we come to meeting, that others will be refreshed by our clear, strong testimony for God.
These precious acknowledgments to the praise of the glory of His grace, when supported by a
Christlike life, have an irresistible power, which works for the salvation of souls.—Our Father
Cares, p. 335.



Monday, February 2
Paul’s “Past Life”

| long for physical strength and health, for mental clearness, that | may render to God
acceptable service. “Ye have not chosen me,” Christ has said, “but | have chosen you, and
ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that
whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you” (John 15:16).

The Word is full of precious promises. | shall have strength of eyesight, | shall have strength of
brain, | shall have clearness of conception and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, because | ask in
the name of Jesus. Precious Saviour! He gave His life for me. “O the depth of the riches both of
the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past
finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? Or who
hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? For of him, and through
him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen” (Romans 11:33-36).

I long for the benefits that we all may receive through faith. Now is our opportunity to hide our
life with Christ in God. Every moment of our time is precious. The precious talents lent us of God
are to be employed in His service. “Ye are not your own. For ye are bought with a price: therefore
glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20).

Yes, we are the Lord’s blood-bought heritage. “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever
ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). This God requires of every one who shall
compose His family in the kingdom of heaven. All selfishness must be overcome. We must be
true to God, true as steel to all His commandments. Human beings frame laws, and are very
zealous for their enactment. At the same time they transgress the highest law from the mightiest
Sovereign. This they attempt to make null and void. They exalt the human above the divine.
“Shall I not visit for these things? saith the Lord of hosts” (Jeremiah 5:9). Yes, God will reward
every man according to his works.—This Day With God, p. 220.

Nearest the throne are those who were once zealous in the cause of Satan, but who, plucked as
brands from the burning, have followed their Saviour with deep, intense devotion. Next are
those who perfected Christian characters in the midst of falsehood and infidelity, those who
honored the law of God when the Christian world declared it void, and the millions, of all ages,
who were martyred for their faith. And beyond is the “great multitude, which no man could
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, . . . before the throne, and before
the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands.” Revelation 7:9. Their warfare is
ended, their victory won. They have run the race and reached the prize. The palm branch in their
hands is a symbol of their triumph, the white robe an emblem of the spotless righteousness of
Christ which now is theirs.—The Great Controversy, p. 665.
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Tuesday, February 3
The Things That Matter

We are to be witnesses for Christ; and this we shall be when we grow up daily into the full
stature of men and women in Christ. It is our privilege to grow more and more like Him every day.
Then we shall acquire the power to express our love for Him in higher, purer speech, and our
ideas will enlarge and deepen, and our judgment become more sound and trustworthy, while
our testimony will have more of life and assurance. We are not to cultivate the language of the
earthy, and be so familiar with the conversation of men, that the language of Canaan will be new
and unfamiliar to us. We are to learn in the school of Christ; yet it is manifest that many are
satisfied with very limited experience in spiritual things, for they reveal but little knowledge of
spiritual things in their prayers and testimonies. There is less good judgment manifested in
matters concerning our eternal interests, than in matters concerning our earthly, temporal
affairs.

Christians are to be faithful students in the school of Christ, ever learning more of heaven, more
of the words and will of God; more of the truth and how to use faithfully the knowledge that they
have gained.—Sons and Daughters of God, p. 72.

In much of the service professedly done for God, there is self-emulation and self-exultation.
God hates pretense. When men and women receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit, they will
confess their sins, and, pardon, which means justification, will be given them. But the wisdom
of the human agents who are not penitent, not humbled, is not to be depended on, for they are
blinded in regard to the meaning of righteousness and sanctification through the truth. When
men are stripped of self-righteousness, they will see their spiritual poverty. Then they will
approach that state of brotherly kindness that will show that they are in sympathy with Christ.
They will be able to appreciate the high and elevated character of the work of Christian
missions. . ..

Many are readily satisfied with offering the Lord trifling acts of service. Their Christianity is
feeble. Christ gave Himself for sinners. With what anxiety for the salvation of souls we should be
filled as we see human beings perishing in sin. These souls have been bought with a price.

The death of the Son of God on Calvary’s cross is the measure of their value. Day by day they are
deciding a question of life and death, deciding whether they will have eternal life or eternal
destruction. And yet men and women professing to serve the Lord are content to occupy their
time and attention with matters of little importance. They are content to be at variance with one
another. If they were consecrated to the work of the Master, they would not be striving and
contending like a family of unruly children. Every hand would be engaged in service. Everyone
would be standing at his post of duty, working with heart and soul as missionaries of the cross of
Christ. The Spirit of Christ would abide in the hearts of laborers, and works of righteousness
would be wrought. The workers would carry with them into their service the sympathies and
prayers of an awakened church. They would receive their orders from Christ, and would find no
time for contention or strife.—This Day With God, p. 326.



Wednesday, February 4
The Faith of Christ

A great work is to be accomplished by the setting forth of the saving truths of the Bible. This is
the means ordained of God to stem the tide of moral corruption in the earth. Christ gave His life
to make it possible for man to be restored to the image of God. It is the power of His grace that
draws men together in obedience to the truth. Those who would experience more of the
sanctification of the truth in their own souls should present this truth to those who are ignorant
of it. Never will they find a more elevating, ennobling work. . . .

No man is qualified for this work unless he is daily learning to speak the words of the Teacher
sent from God. Now is the time to sow the gospel seed. The seed we sow must be that which
will produce the choicest fruit. We have no time to lose. The work of our schools is to become
more and more in character like the work of Christ. Only the power of the grace of God working
on human hearts and minds will make and keep the atmosphere of our schools and churches
clean....

In the messages that have been sent us from time to time, we have truths that will accomplish a
wonderful work of reform in our characters if we will give them place. They will prepare us for
entrance into the city of God. It is our privilege to make continual advancement to a higher grade
of Christian living. . . .

We need to be converted from our faulty lives to the faith of the gospel. Christ’s followers have
no need to try to shine. If they will behold constantly the life of Christ they will be changed in
mind and heart into the same image. Then they will shine without any superficial attempt. The
Lord asks for no display of goodness. In the gift of His Son He has made provision that our
inward lives may be imbued with the principles of heaven. Itis the appropriation of this
provision that will lead to a manifestation of Christ to the world. When the people of God
experience the new birth, their honesty, their uprightness, their fidelity, their steadfast
principles, will unfailingly reveal it.—Lift Him Up, p. 171.

The Word of God contains our life insurance policy. To eat the flesh and drink the blood of the
Son of God means to study the Word and to carry that Word into the life in obedience to all its
precepts. Those who thus partake of the Son of God become partakers of the divine nature, one
with Christ. They breathe a holy atmosphere, in which only the soul can truly live. They carry in
their lives an assurance of the holy principles received from the Word—their lives are worked by
the power of the Holy Spirit, and they have an earnest of the immortality that will be theirs
through the death and resurrection of Christ. Should the earthly body decay, the principles of
their faith sustain them, for they are partakers of the divine nature. Because Christ was raised
from the dead, they grasp the pledge of their resurrection, and eternal life is their reward.

This truth is an eternal truth, because Christ Himself taught it. He has engaged to raise the
righteous dead, for He gave His life for the life of the world. “As the living Father hath sent me,
and | live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me” (John 6:57). “l am the
bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger” (verse 35).—The Upward Look, p. 78.
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Thursday, February 5
Just One Thing—Knowing Christ

Paul did many things. He was a wise teacher. His many letters are full of instructive lessons
setting forth correct principles. He worked with his hands, for he was a tent-maker, and in this
way earned his daily bread. . . . He carried a heavy burden for the churches. He strove most
earnestly to present their errors before them, that they might correct them, and not be deceived
and led away from God. He was always seeking to help them in their difficulties; and yet he
declares, “One thing 1 do.” . . . The responsibilities of his life were many, yet he kept always
before him this “one thing.” The constant sense of the presence of God constrained him to keep
his eye ever looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of his faith.

The great purpose that constrained Paul to press forward in the face of hardship and difficulty
should lead every Christian worker to consecrate himself wholly to God’s service. Worldly
attractions will be presented to draw his attention from the Saviour, but he is to press on toward
the goal, showing to the world, to angels, and to men that the hope of seeing the face of God is
worth all the effort and sacrifice that the attainment of this hope demands.

The lowliest disciple of Christ may become an inhabitant of heaven, an heir of God to an
inheritance incorruptible, and that fadeth not away. O that every one might make choice of the
heavenly gift, become an heir of God to that inheritance whose title is secure from any
destroyer, world without end! O, choose not the world, but choose the better inheritance! Press,
urge your way toward the mark for the prize of your high calling in Christ Jesus.

Soon we shall withess the coronation of our King. Those whose lives have been hidden with
Christ, those who on this earth have fought the good fight of faith, will shine forth with the
Redeemer’s glory in the kingdom of God.—Conflict and Courage, p. 353.

Christ is a perfect revelation of God. “No man hath seen God at any time,” He says; “the only
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.” Only by knowing
Christ can we know God. And as we behold Him, we shall be changed into His image, prepared
to meet Him at His coming. . ..

Now is the time to prepare for the coming of our Lord. Readiness to meet Him cannot be
attained in a moment’s time. Preparatory to that solemn scene there must be vigilant waiting
and watching, combined with earnest work. So God’s children glorify Him. Amid the busy
scenes of life their voices will be heard speaking words of encouragement, hope, and faith. All
they have and are is consecrated to the Master’s service. Thus they prepare to meet their Lord;
and when He comes, they will say, with joy, “This is our God; we have waited for him, and he will
save us. ... We will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”—Maranatha, p. 76.

Friday, February 6
For Further Reading
Our Father Cares, “A Never-failing Refuge,” May 18, p. 150.

In Heavenly Places, “A Working Faith,” April 12, p. 109.



