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ashington’s whole life revolved around
Northeast Brazil Academy in Brazil.

His father was one of the first graduates of
the school, which was founded in 1943. He
himself was born at the school. Ever since he
was a small boy, he dreamed of studying at
the school.

As he grew older, his dream came true.
He studied at the school and graduated
from there before going on to work for the
Brazilian tax service. When he got married
and had a son, he hoped that the boy would
also study at the school.

But then a flood swept over the school in
2000 and destroyed it.

Washington and many other people who
loved the school were devastated.

Several years passed, and Washington
learned that the Seventh-day Adventist
Church had purchased land to open a school
to replace Northeast Brazil Academy. He
was overjoyed! He changed his whole life to
make the school part of his life again.
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At the time, Washington was living in
Recife, a large city located several hours by
car from the new school site. He had made
a good life for his family in Recife, and he
owned several homes there. He was also
nearing retirement age.

But all that didn’t matter. He prayed to
move to the new school.

At work, he asked for a job transfer.
Transfers weren’t easy to obtain, but
sometimes employers who were nearing
retirement age were allowed to move.

Washington’s supervisor offered a transfer
to a job in another Brazilian state.

Washington declined the offer.

“I cannot go there,” he said. “I want to
live near the site of the new Seventh-day
Adventist school. Education is very important
tome.”

“Do you really want to go there?” the
supervisor asked.

“Yes.”

“Done,” the supervisor said.

It was as simple as that.

The supervisor signed a paper and
said, “Now you are working near the site
of the school.”

Initially, Washington’s wife and young son
were not excited about the move. Life was
easy in Recife, where they had lived near



Washington's son, 10-year-old Igor, on his first day
of school at Pernambucano Adventist Academy.

a big shopping center and everything was
nearby. The school site was surrounded by a
forest. But they both agreed to move.

Washington bought land near the school
site and built a new home. He sold two
houses in Recife and donated the money to
the school project.

When school construction started in
2007, Washington eagerly followed its
progress. He engaged in fundraising and
helped recruit students.

He paid students’ tuition and gave away
his home to the school’s first principal. Then
he built a second home near the school.

To his joy, the school finally opened in
2014 and his son, Igor, was the first child to
be registered as a student. The boy was 10
years old.

Today, Washington is 65 and has
retired, but he still works at the tax office
near the school.

Igor has graduated from the school, which
teaches through high school, and is studying
at a university.

Washington beamed as he spoke about
his love for the school, whose full name is
Pernambucano Adventist Academy. He is
pleased that three generations of his family
have studied there and that his life continues
to revolve around it.

“I think Pernambucano Adventist Academy
teaches for eternity,” he said. “I believe it puts
children on the path to heaven.” %

Story Tips

Show Recife, Brazil, on the map. Then show
Sairé, the closest city to Pernambucano
Adventist Academy.

Read more about Pernambucano Adventist
Academy and Northeast Brazil Academy

in the online Encyclopedia of Seventh-day
Adventists: bit.ly/Pernambucano.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mgq.

Watch a short YouTube video of
Washington at: bit.ly/Washington-SAD.

Fast Facts

Brazil's national dish is feijoada, a bean stew
made with beef or pork.

The most popular sport in Brazil is soccer.
The Brazilian men’s team has won the
World Cup tournament a record-breaking
five times.

Brazil's border touches all countries on
the South American continent except
Chile and Ecuador.

More than 400 different native groups,
speaking about 300 different languages, live
in the Amazon, more than anywhere else
on Earth.

The Brazilian city Rio de Janeiro, often just
called “Rio," is one of the most-visited cities
in the Southern Hemisphere. It is known for
its carnival, samba and bossa nova rhythms,
and famous beaches, including Copacabana
and Ipanema.

Part of this quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath
Offering, also known as the Quarterly
Mission Project Offering, will help
Pernambucano Adventist Academy finally
open a large church with seating for 500
people. Thank you for planning a generous
offering for this important project.
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