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-These are the stories of four lives touched
by a floating church, a boat named Hope of
the Amazon, that sails on the Amazon River in
Brazil. The floating church was acquired with a
2016 Thirteenth Sabbath Offering, also known
as the Quarterly Mission Project Offering.

ne evening, Jair saw people boarding

a white boat as he took a walk in his
remote village on the Amazon River. The
boat had docked recently, and he saw that
the people were going to a meeting. He
decided to join them.

Nearly all 150 seats in the main hall of the
floating church were filled. Jair found an
empty seat and sat down. That evening, the
floating church’s pastor, Cassi, was preaching
about forgiveness.

Forgiveness was a painful topic for
Jair. He had visited many churches to
seek forgiveness. But every church leader
had told him that his particular sin was
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unforgiveable. When Jair was younger and
using drugs, he had killed a man. It had been
a revenge killing. The man had killed Jair’s
brother. Now Jair was 32 years old, and he
longed for God’s forgiveness.

Jair came to the floating church with no
hope for forgiveness. But that night, he heard
that God could forgive any and every sin.

Jair returned the next night and the next
to hear more sermons. At the end of the
meetings, he gave his heart to Jesus and was
baptized. He was a forgiven, redeemed man.

Maria didn’t want to visit the floating
church, but her husband came to every
meeting. As the meetings wrapped up, the
husband decided to be baptized.

It was then that Maria decided to go to
the floating church. She attended the very
last meeting.

The next day, when Pastor Cassi was
conducting baptisms, Maria declared that
her husband could only be baptized if she
were baptized with him.

Pastor Cassi wasn’t sure what to do. So, he
prayed and ended up baptizing both her and
her husband. Afterward, he put Maria into a



* discipleship program that all new members
take. Through the program, Maria learned
biblical truths that she had missed at the
meetings. Today, Maria and her husband are
faithful and active church members in their
isolated Amazon village.

A 38-year-old woman named Geiciane
approached Pastor Cassi after a meeting.

“When I was a kid, I used to go to church,”
she said. “As a teen, I left the church. But
tonight, I have decided to return to the church.”

Through the floating church, God had
claimed another soul for His kingdom.

Paulo never left the church. He had never
gone to church in the first place.

The 60-year-old man had also forbidden
his wife from going to church, but she had
slipped out of the house and gone anyway.
Upon returning home, she had always faced
a big fight. She thought her husband would
never go to church.

When Pastor Cassi and his team arrived,
they didn’t say anything to Paulo about
church. Instead, they spoke about his
everyday life and his interests, including
fishing. They sent a barber to his house
because he needed a haircut. He lived up on
a hill, and it was hard for him to come down.

The day that his hair was cut, he decided
to go to the floating church. On the boat, he
hugged Pastor Cassi and the other members
of his team. “Who are you people?” he asked.
“You are even worried about the number of
hairs on my head.”

Paulo attended the rest of the meetings
and was baptized with all his family.

Pastor Cassi praises God for every soul
claimed through the floating church.

“Each person has their own story,” he said.
“God has been sending us special people, and
He is leading in His special way.”

The floating church is taking hope to
people on the Amazon River after being

Story Tips

Show South America and Brazil on the
map. Then show Manaus, the home port
of the floating church when it isn't taking
the gospel to people on the Amazon and
Negro rivers.

Pronounce Jair as ZHAEE-r.
Pronounce Ceiciane as: jason-EE.

Watch a short YouTube video of Cassi and
the floating church at: bit.ly/Cassi-SAD.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mgq.

Fast Facts

The capital of Brazil is Brasilia, although the
largest city is Sdo Paulo.

The official language of Brazil is Portuguese.

Portuguese is pronounced differently in
Brazil than in Portugal, but speakers can
understand each other.

The word “Brazil” comes from brazilwood,

(“red like an ember”), which grows along the

coast and makes a red dye.

Brazil has also been known as “land of
the Holy Cross,” “land of the parrots,” and
pindorama (“land of the palm trees”).

Brazil was claimed by the Portuguese
Empire in 1500 but settlement didn't begin
for another 30 years.

acquired with the help of a 2016 Thirteenth
Sabbath Offering, also known as the
Quarterly Mission Project Offering. Thank
you for supporting this quarter’s Thirteenth
Sabbath projects in Brazil and Chile with
your prayers and donations. Together, we
can share the hope of Jesus’ soon return.
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