Lesson 11

Living in the Land

Sabbath Afternoon, December 6

The restoration and uplifting of humanity begins in the home. The work of
parents underlies every other. Society is composed of families, and is what
the heads of families make it. Out of the heart are "the issues of life” (Proverbs
4:23); and the heart of the community, of the church, and of the nation is the
household. The well-being of society, the success of the church, the
prosperity of the nation, depend upon home influences.

The importance and the opportunities of the home life are illustrated in
the life of Jesus. He who came from heaven to be our example and teacher
spent thirty years as a member of the household at Nazareth. Concerning
these years the Bible record is very brief. No mighty miracles attracted the
attention of the multitude. No eager throngs followed His steps or listened
to His words. Yet during all these years He was fulfilling His divine mission.
He lived as one of us, sharing the home life, submitting to its discipline,
performing its duties, bearing its burdens. In the sheltering care of a humble
home, participating in the experiences of our common lot, He “increased in
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.” Luke 2:52.

During all these secluded years His life flowed out in currents of sympathy
and helpfulness. His unselfishness and patient endurance, His courage and
faithfulness, His resistance of temptation, His unfailing peace and quiet
joyfulness, were a constant inspiration. He brought a pure, sweet atmosphere
into the home, and His life was as leaven working amidst the elements of
society. None said that He had wrought a miracle; yet virtue—the healing,
life-giving power of love—went out from Him to the tempted, the sick, and
the disheartened. In an unobtrusive way, from His very childhood, He
ministered to others, and because of this, when He began His public ministry,
many heard Him gladly.

The Saviour's early years are more than an example to the youth. They are
a lesson, and should be an encouragement, to every parent. The circle of
family and neighborhood duties is the very first field of effort for those who
would work for the uplifting of their fellow men. There is no more important
field of effort than that committed to the founders and guardians of the
home. No work entrusted to human beings involves greater or more far-
reaching results than does the work of fathers and mothers. —The Ministry of
Healing, pp. 349, 350.

The mission of the home extends beyond its own members. The Christian
home is to be an object lesson, illustrating the excellence of the true
principles of life. . .. Far more powerful than any sermon that can be preached
is the influence of a true home upon human hearts and lives. As the youth go
out from such a home, the lessons they have learned are imparted. Nobler
principles of life are introduced into other households, and an uplifting
influence works in the community. —The Faith I Live By, p. 278.



Sunday, December 7

Commitment

Angels were expelled from heaven because they would not work in
harmony with God. They fell from their high estate because they wanted to
be exalted. They had come to exalt themselves, and they forgot that their
beauty of person and of character came from the Lord Jesus. This fact the
[fallen] angels would obscure, that Christ was the only begotten Son of God,
and they came to consider that they were not to consult Christ.

One angel began the controversy and carried it on until there was rebellion
in the heavenly courts, among the angels. They were lifted up because of their
beauty.

All should learn their lesson from this, that they are individually amenable
to God. When they love God with all their hearts, they will be wise unto
salvation. They will do His will, and their light will ever be their glory, and be
undiminished because they recognize and fear and serve their Lord. The
solemn work rests upon every soul to consider that he is a servant of Jesus
Christ, solemnly pledged by his baptismal vows to clothe himself with the
righteousness of Christ. Will we carry out the living example of the Lord Jesus?

| am instructed that every believer must watch unto prayer, lest he fail in
the Christian life battle. Every soul must daily seek the Lord with full purpose
of heart, morning, noon, and night, and let the mind dwell upon the Word of
God, to understand His requirements.

The one all-important matter is to serve the Lord with full purpose of heart,
and seek to become the Lord's, heart and mind. All who come to the Saviour
for counsel will receive the very help they need, if they will come in humility,
and with assurance cling to that promise, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek,
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you” (Matthew 7:7). . ..

Lift up the standard, beginning with full surrender and continuing in the
simplicity of obedience to all the Lord’'s commandments, according to His
special directions. None of the important things specified in His Word are to
be neglected. —This Day With God, p. 128.



Monday, December 8

Accusations...

The two and a half tribes had been at fault in entering, without explanation,
upon an act open to such grave suspicions. The ambassadors, taking it for
granted that their brethren were guilty, met them with sharp rebuke. They
accused them of rebelling against the Lord, and bade them remember how
judgments had been visited upon Israel for joining themselves to Baalpeor.
In behalf of all Israel, Phinehas stated to the children of Gad and Reuben that
if they were unwilling to abide in that land without an altar for sacrifice, they
would be welcome to a share in the possessions and privileges of their
brethren on the other side.

In reply the accused explained that their altar was not intended for
sacrifice, but simply as a witness that, although separated by the river, they
were of the same faith as their brethren in Canaan. They had feared that in
future years their children might be excluded from the tabernacle, as having
no part in Israel. Then this altar, erected after the pattern of the altar of the
Lord at Shiloh, would be a witness that its builders were also worshipers of
the living God.

With great joy the ambassadors accepted this explanation, and
immediately carried back the tidings to those who sent them. All thoughts of
war were dismissed, and the people united in rejoicing, and praise to God.

The children of Gad and Reuben now placed upon their altar an inscription
pointing out the purpose for which it was erected; and they said, “It shall be
a witness between us that Jehovah is God.” Thus they endeavored to prevent
future misapprehension and to remove what might be a cause of temptation.

How often serious difficulties arise from a simple misunderstanding, even
among those who are actuated by the worthiest motives; and without the
exercise of courtesy and forbearance, what serious and even fatal results may
follow. The ten tribes remembered how, in Achan's case, God had rebuked
the lack of vigilance to discover the sins existing among them. Now they
resolved to act promptly and earnestly; but in seeking to shun their first error,
they had gone to the opposite extreme. Instead of making courteous inquiry
to learn the facts in the case, they had met their brethren with censure and
condemnation. Had the men of Gad and Reuben retorted in the same spirit,
war would have been the result. —Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 518, 519.



Tuesday, December 9

Haunted by the Past

At Balaam'’s suggestion, a grand festival in honor of their gods was
appointed by the king of Moab, and it was secretly arranged that Balaam
should induce the Israelites to attend. He was regarded by them as a prophet
of God, and hence had little difficulty in ac-complishing his purpose. Great
numbers of the people joined him in witnessing the festivities. They ventured
upon the forbidden ground, and were entangled in the snare of Satan.
Beguiled with music and dancing, and allured by the beauty of heathen
vestals, they cast off their fealty to Jehovah. As they united in mirth and
feasting, indulgence in wine beclouded their senses and broke down the
barriers of self-control. Passion had full sway; and having defiled their
consciences by lewdness, they were persuaded to bow down to idols. They
offered sacrifice upon heathen altars and participated in the most degrading
rites.

It was not long before the poison had spread, like a deadly infection,
through the camp of Israel. Those who would have conquered their enemies
in battle were overcome by the wiles of heathen women. The people seemed
to be infatuated. The rulers and the leading men were among the first to
transgress, and so many of the people were guilty that the apostasy became
national. “Israel joined himself unto Baalpeor.” When Moses was aroused to
perceive the evil, the plots of their enemies had been so successful that not
only were the Israelites participating in the licentious worship at Mount Peor,
but the heathen rites were coming to be observed in the camp of Israel. The
aged leader was filled with indignation, and the wrath of God was kindled.

Their iniquitous practices did that for Israel which all the enchantments of
Balaam could not do—they separated them from God. By swift-coming
judgments the people were awakened to the enormity of their sin. A terrible
pestilence broke out in the camp, to which tens of thousands speedily fell a
prey. God commanded that the leaders in this apostasy be put to death by
the magistrates. This order was promptly obeyed. The offenders were slain,
then their bodies were hung up in sight of all Israel that the congregation,
seeing the leaders so severely dealt with, might have a deep sense of God's
abhorrence of their sin and the terror of His wrath against them.

All felt that the punishment was just, and the people hastened to the
tabernacle, and with tears and deep humiliation confessed their sin. While
they were thus weeping before God, at the door of the tabernacle, while the
plague was still doing its work of death, and the magistrates were executing
their terrible commission, Zimri, one of the nobles of Israel, came boldly into
the camp, accompanied by a Midianitish harlot, a princess “of a chief house
in Midian,” whom he escorted to his tent. Never was vice bolder or more
stubborn. Inflamed with wine, Zimri declared his “sin as Sodom,” and gloried
in his shame. The priests and leaders had prostrated themselves in grief and
humiliation, weeping “"between the porch and the altar,” and entreating the
Lord to spare His people, and give not His heritage to reproach, when this
prince in Israel flaunted his sin in the sight of the congregation, as if to defy
the vengeance of God and mock the judges of the nation. Phinehas, the son
of Eleazar the high priest, rose up from among the congregation, and seizing
a javelin, "he went after the man of Israel into the tent,” and slew them both.
Thus the plague was stayed, while the priest who had executed the divine
judgment was honored before all Israel, and the priesthood was confirmed
to him and to his house forever. —Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 454, 455.



Wednesday, December 10

A Gentle Answer

Life is disciplinary. While in the world, the Christian will meet with adverse
influences. There will be provocations to test the temper; and it is by meeting
these in a right spirit that the Christian graces are developed. If injuries and
insults are meekly borne, if insulting words are responded to by gentle
answers, and oppressive acts by kindness, this is evidence that the Spirit of
Christ dwells in the heart, that sap from the living Vine is flowing to the
branches. We are in the school of Christ in this life, where we are to learn to
be meek and lowly of heart; and in the day of final accounts we shall see that
all the obstacles we meet, all the hardships and annoyances that we are called
to bear, are practical lessons in the application of principles of Christian life.
If well endured, they develop the Christlike in the character and distinguish
the Christian from the worldling.

There is a high standard to which we are to attain if we would be children
of God, noble, pure, holy, and undefiled; and a pruning process is necessary
if we would reach this standard. How would this pruning be accomplished if
there were no difficulties to meet, no obstacles to surmount, nothing to call
out patience and endurance? These trials are not the smallest blessings in our
experience. They are designed to nerve us to determination to succeed. We
are to use them as God’'s means to gain decided victories over self instead of
allowing them to hinder, oppress, and destroy us.

Character will be tested. Christ will be revealed in us if we are indeed
branches of the living Vine. We shall be patient, kind, and forbearing, cheerful
amid frets and irritations. Day by day and year by year we shall conquer self
and grow into a noble heroism. This is our allotted task; but it cannot be
accomplished without continual help from Jesus, resolute decision,
unwavering purpose, continual watchfulness, and unceasing prayer. Each one
has a personal battle to fight. Each must win his own way through struggles
and discouragements. Those who decline the struggle lose the strength and
joy of victory. No one, not even God, can carry us to heaven unless we make
the necessary effort on our part. We must put features of beauty into our
lives. We must expel the unlovely natural traits that make us unlike Jesus.
While God works in us to will and to do of His own good pleasure, we must
work in harmony with Him. The religion of Christ transforms the heart. It
makes the worldly-minded man heavenly-minded. Under its influence the
selfish man becomes unselfish because this is the character of Christ. The
dishonest, scheming man becomes upright, so that it is second nature to him
to do unto others as he would have others do unto him. The profligate is
changed from impurity to purity. He forms correct habits, for the gospel of
Christ has become to him a savor of life unto life. —Testimonies for the Church,
vol. 5, pp. 344, 345.



Thursday, December 11

Conflict Resolution

Where are those who do not stint or measure their loving labor for the
Master? Who are striving to quell every dissension in the church, being
peace-makers in Christ's name? Who are seeking to answer the prayer of
Christ, “That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in Me, and | in Thee, that
they also may be one in Us; .. . I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be
made perfect in one; and that the world may know that Thou hast sent Me,
and hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me"? Could our Lord speak these
words, so gracious, so full of meaning, of the churches in their present state
of feeble love, of dissension and petty trial—churches that are calling
ministers from important work to settle their little manufactured difficulties,
thus showing that they have no connection with God?—No. The members of
the church must come into unity; and in order to do this, they must have less
of self, and more of Jesus. They must learn of Christ. They must be meek and
lowly of heart. Their selfish pride must die. Then their mountains of difficulty
will be reduced to mole-hills. —Pastoral Ministry, p. 267.

Never question the motives of your brethren; for as you judge them, God
has declared you will be judged. Open your hearts to kindliness, to the
cheering rays of the Sun of Righteousness. Encourage kindly thoughts and
holy affections. Cultivate the habit of speaking well of your brethren. Let not
pride or selfish righteousness prevent you from making a frank and full
confession of your wrong-doings. If you do not love those for whom Christ
has died, you have no genuine love for Christ, and your worship will be as a
tainted offering before God. If you cherish unworthy thoughts, misjudging
your brethren and surmising evil of them, God will not hear your self-
sufficient, self-exalted prayers. When you go to those who you think are
doing wrong, you must have the spirit of meekness, of kindness, and be full
of mercy and good fruits. Do not show partiality to one or more, and neglect
other of your brethren because they are not congenial to you. Beware lest
you deal harshly with those who you think have made mistakes, while others,
more guilty and more deserving of reproof, who should be severely rebuked
for their unChristlike conduct, are sustained and treated as friends. —Pastoral
Ministry, p. 268.



Friday, December 12

For Further Reading

Ye Shall Receive Power, "Oneness,” March 19, p. 87.
To Be Like Jesus, "Rich Blessings From a Sabbath for the Land,” August 24,
p. 250.



