Third Quarter 2023
EGW Notes - Lesson 11, 2 — 8 September

Practicing Supreme Loyalty to Christ

Gl (. Wit

NOTES

for the Sabbath School Lessons

Sabbath Afternoon, September 2

(’ he requirements of the parents should always be reasonable; kindness
-~ should be expressed, not by foolish indulgence, but by wise direction.
Parents are to teach their children pleasantly, without scolding or fault finding,
seeking to bind the hearts of the little ones to them by silken cords of love.

The combined influence of authority and love will make it possible to hold
firmly and kindly the reins of family government. An eye single to the glory of
God and to what our children owe Him will keep us from looseness and from

sanctioning evil.

—The Faith I Live By, p. 266.

God sees men’s hearts and characters when they do not see their own state
correctly. He sees that His work and cause will suffer if wrongs are not
corrected that exist in themselves unobserved and therefore uncorrected.
Christ calls us His servants, if we do what He commands us. There is to every
man assigned his particular sphere, place, and work, and God asks no more
and no less from the lowliest, as well as the greatest, than that they fulfill their
calling. We are not our own property. We have become servants of Christ by
grace. We are the purchase of the blood of the Son of God.

—This Day With God, p. 166.
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The Lord is acquainted with us individually. Everyone born into the world is
given his or her work to do for the purpose of making the world better. Each
one has his sphere, and if the human agent makes God his counsellor then
there will be no working at cross purposes with God. He allots to everyone a
place and a work, and if we individually submit ourselves to be worked by the
Lord, however confused and tangled life may seem to our eyes, God has a
purpose in it all, and the human machinery, obedient under the hand of divine
wisdom, will accomplish the purposes of God. As in a well-disciplined army
every soldier has his allotted position and is required to act his part in
contributing to the strength and perfection of the whole, so the worker for God
must do his allotted part in the great work of God. . . .

Our heavenly Father is our ruler, and we must submit to His discipline. We are
members of His family. He has a right to our service; and if one of the
members of His family would persist in having his own way, persist in doing
just that which he pleases, that spirit would bring about a disordered and
perplexing state of things. We must not study to have our own way, but God’s
way and God’s will.

Let God speak, and we will say, “Not my will, but Thy will, O God, be done.”

—In Heavenly Places, p. 228.

Sunday, September 3 Advice to Children

Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and
mother, which is the first commandment with promise Ephesians 6:1, 2.

Children are admonished by the apostle to obey their parents in the Lord, to
be helpful and submissive. Those who truly love God will not strive for their
own way and thus bring unhappiness to themselves and to others. They will
strive to represent Christ in character. How precious is the thought that the
youth who strive against sin, who believe, and wait and watch for Christ’s
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appearing, who submit to parental authority, and who love the Lord Jesus, will
be among those who love His appearing and who meet Him in peace.

These will stand without spot or wrinkle before the throne of God and enjoy
His favor forever. They have formed lovely characters; they have guarded their
speech; they have not spoken falsely; they have guarded their actions that
they should not do any evil thing, and they are crowned with everlasting life.

—In Heavenly Places, p. 216.

Remember that children have rights which must be respected.

Children have claims which their parents should acknowledge and respect.
They have a right to such an education and training as will make them useful,
respected, and beloved members of society here, and give them a moral
fitness for the society of the pure and holy hereafter. The young should be
taught that both their present and their future well-being depend to a great
degree on the habits they form in childhood and youth. They should be early
accustomed to submission, self-denial, and a regard for others’ happiness.
They should be taught to subdue the hasty temper, to withhold the passionate
word, to manifest unvarying kindness, courtesy, and self-control.

— The Adventist Home, p. 306.

Those who cultivate love in the home life will form characters after Christ’s
likeness, and they will be constrained to exert a helpful influence beyond the
family circle, in order that they may bless others by kind, thoughtful
ministrations, by pleasant words, by Christlike sympathy, by acts of
benevolence. They will be quick to discern those who have hungry hearts, and
will make a feast for those who are needy and afflicted. Those who have
heavenly discernment, who exercise tender regard for every member of the
family, will, in doing their whole duty, fit themselves to do a work that will
brighten other homes and will teach others by precept and example what it is
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that will make home happy.

By their wisdom and justice, by the purity and benevolence of their daily life,
by their devotion to the interests of the people—and they, idolaters—Joseph
and Daniel proved themselves true to the principles of their early training, true
to Him whose representatives they were.

— Welfare Ministry, p. 299.

Monday, September 4 Advice to Parents

A Christian father is the house-band of his family, binding them close to the
throne of God. Never is his interest in his children to flag. The father who has a
family of boys should not leave these restless boys wholly to the care of the
mother. He should make himself their companion and friend. He should exert
himself to keep them from evil associates. He should take more of the burden
upon himself, doing all in his power to lead his boys to God.

When children lose their self-control and speak passionate words, the parents
should for a time keep silent. Silence is golden, and will do more to bring
repentance than any words that can be uttered. Satan is well pleased when
parents irritate their children by speaking harsh, angry words. “Fathers,
provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.”

Colossians 3:21. Let your calmness help to restore them to a proper frame of

mind.

—The Faith I Live By, p. 265.

Some parents raise many a storm by their lack of self-control. Instead of kindly
asking the children to do this or that, they order them in a scolding tone, and at
the same time a censure or reproof is on their lips which the children have not
merited. Parents, this course pursued toward your children destroys their
cheerfulness and ambition. They do your bidding, not from love, but because
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they dare not do otherwise. Their heart is not in the matter. It is a drudgery
instead of a pleasure, and this often leads them to forget to follow out all your
directions, which increases your irritation and makes it still worse for the
children. The fault finding is repeated, their bad conduct arrayed before them
in glowing colors, until discouragement comes over them, and they are not
particular whether they please or not. A spirit of “l don’t care” seizes them, and
they seek that pleasure and enjoyment away from home, away from their
parents.

— Child Guidance, p. 281.

Gentle manners, cheerful conversation, and loving acts will bind the hearts of
children to their parents by the silken cords of affection and will do more to
make home attractive than the rarest ornaments that can be bought for gold.

Tender affection should ever be cherished between husband and wife, parents
and children, brothers and sisters. Every hasty word should be checked, and
there should not be even the appearance of the lack of love one for another. . .
. Children are to respect and reverence their parents, and parents are to
manifest patience, kindness, and affection for their children. Each one should
seek in every possible way to please and make happy the members of the
family circle.

—The Faith I Live By, p. 267.

Tuesday, September 5 Slavery in Paul’s Day

Among those who gave their hearts to God through the labors of Paul in Rome
was Onesimus, a pagan slave who had wronged his master, Philemon, a
Christian believer in Colosse, and had escaped to Rome. In the kindness of
his heart, Paul sought to relieve the poverty and distress of the wretched
fugitive and then endeavored to shed the light of truth into his darkened mind.

Onesimus listened to the words of life, confessed his sins, and was converted
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to the faith of Christ. . . .

Paul made Onesimus the bearer of a letter to Philemon, in which, with his
usual tact and kindness, the apostle pleaded the cause of the repentant slave.

Paul might have urged upon Philemon his duty as a Christian; but he chose
rather the language of entreaty. . . .

The apostle asked Philemon, in view of the conversion of Onesimus, to
receive the repentant slave as his own child, showing him such affection that
he would choose to dwell with his former master, “not now as a servant, but
above a servant, a brother beloved.” . . .

The apostle well knew the severity which masters exercised toward their
slaves, and he knew also that Philemon was greatly incensed because of the
conduct of his servant. He tried to write to him in a way that would arouse his
deepest and tenderest feelings as a Christian. The conversion of Onesimus
had made him a brother in the faith, and any punishment inflicted on this new
convert would be regarded by Paul as inflicted on himself.

—The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 456, 457.

Some masters, more humane than others, were more indulgent toward their
servants; but the vast majority of the wealthy and noble, given up without
restraint to the indulgence of lust, passion, and appetite, made their slaves the
wretched victims of caprice and tyranny. The tendency of the whole system
was hopelessly degrading.

It was not the apostle [Paul’s] work to overturn arbitrarily or suddenly the
established order of society. To attempt this would be to prevent the success
of the gospel. But he taught principles which struck at the very foundation of
slavery and which, if carried into effect, would surely undermine the whole
system. “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty,” he declared.
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2 Corinthians 3:17. When converted, the slave became a member of the body
of Christ, and as such was to be loved and treated as a brother, a fellow heir
with his master to the blessings of God and the privileges of the gospel. On
the other hand, servants were to perform their duties, “not with eyeservice, as
men pleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the
heart.” Ephesians 6:6.

Christianity makes a strong bond of union between master and slave, king and
subject, the gospel minister and the degraded sinner who has found in Christ
cleansing from sin. They have been washed in the same blood, quickened by
the same Spirit; and they are made one in Christ Jesus.

—The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 459, 460.

Wednesday, September 6 Slaves of Christ

True conversion makes us strictly honest in our dealings with our fellow men.
It makes us faithful in our everyday work. Every sincere follower of Christ will
show that the religion of the Bible qualifies him to use his talents in the
Master’s service.

“Not slothful in business.” These words will be fulfilled in the life of every
Christian. Even though your work may seem to be a drudgery, you may
ennoble it by the way in which you do it. Do it as unto the Lord. Do it
cheerfully, and with heaven-born dignity. It is the noble principles which are
brought into the work that make it wholly acceptable in the Lord’s sight. True
service links the lowliest of God’s servants on earth with the highest of His
servants in the courts above.

—Messages to Young People, p. 72.

Is it the disposition generally among servants to do as much as possible? Is it
not rather the prevalent fashion to slide through the work as quickly, as easily,
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as possible, and obtain the wages at as little cost to themselves as they can?
The object is not to be as thorough as possible but to get the remuneration.
Those who profess to be the servants of Christ should not forget the injunction
of the apostle Paul, “Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the
flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing
God: and whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;
knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye
serve the Lord Christ.”

Those who enter the work as “eye-servants,” will find that their work cannot
bear the inspection of men or of angels. The thing essential for successful
work is a knowledge of Christ; for this knowledge will give sound principles of
right, impart a noble, unselfish spirit, like that of our Saviour whom we profess
to serve. Faithfulness, economy, care-taking, thoroughness, should
characterize all our work, wherever we may be, whether in the kitchen, in the
workshop, in the office of publication, in the sanitarium, in the college, or
wherever we are stationed in the vineyard of the Lord. “He that is faithful in
that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is

unjust also in much.”

—The Review and Herald, September 22, 1891.

Whatever the hand finds to do should be done with thoroughness and
dispatch. Faithfulness and integrity in little things, the performance of little
duties and little deeds of kindness, will cheer and gladden the pathway of life;
and when our work on earth is ended, every one of the little duties performed
with fidelity will be treasured as a precious gem before God.

— Testimonies for the Church, vol. 4, p. 591.

Thursday, September 7 Masters Who Are Slaves

The people [of Athens] were carried away with admiration for Paul’s earnest
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and logical presentation of the attributes of the true God—of His creative
power and the existence of His overruling providence. With earnest and fervid
eloquence the apostle declared, “God that made the world and all things
therein, seeing that He is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples
made with hands; neither is worshiped with men’s hands, as though He
needed anything, seeing He giveth to all life, and breath, and all things.” The
heavens were not large enough to contain God, how much less were the
temples made by human hands!

In that age of caste, when the rights of men were often unrecognized, Paul set
forth the great truth of human brotherhood, declaring that God “hath made of
one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth.” In the
sight of God all are on an equality, and to the Creator every human being
owes supreme allegiance. Then the apostle showed how, through all God’s
dealings with man, His purpose of grace and mercy runs like a thread of gold.
He “hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their
habitation; that they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after Him,
and find Him, though He be not far from every one of us.”

—The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 237, 238.

When Christ left heaven to come to its aid [. . .] He saw humanity sunken in
wretchedness and sinfulness. He knew that men and women were depraved
and degraded, and that they cherished the most loathsome vices. Angels
marvelled that Christ should undertake what seemed to them a hopeless task.
They marvelled that God could tolerate a race so sinful. They could see no
room for love. But “God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.” John 3:16.

Christ came to this earth with a message of mercy and forgiveness. He laid
the foundation for a religion by which Jew and Gentile, black and white, free
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and bond, are linked together in one common brotherhood, recognized as
equal in the sight of God. The Saviour has a boundless love for every human
being. In each one He sees capacity for improvement. With divine energy and
hope He greets those for whom He has given His life. In His strength they can
live a life rich in good works, filled with the power of the Spirit.

— Testimonies for the Church, vol. 7, p. 225.

Friday, September 8 For Further Reading

Maranatha, “Unexpected Recompense,” p. 359;

Gospel Workers, “A Season of Trust and Privilege,” pp. 267, 268.

Unexpected Recompense

Whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord.
Ephesians 6:8. (mar3s9.1}

In this life our work for God often seems to be almost fruitless. Our efforts to
do good may be earnest and persevering, yet we may not be permitted to
witness their results. To us the effort may seem to be lost. But the Saviour
assures us that our work is noted in heaven, and that the recompense cannot

fail (var 359.2}

The poor widow who cast her two mites into the Lord’s treasury little knew
what she was doing. Her example of self-sacrifice has acted and reacted upon
thousands of hearts in every land and in every age. It has brought to the
treasury of God gifts from the high and the low, the rich and the poor. It has
helped to sustain missions, to establish hospitals, to feed the hungry, clothe
the naked, heal the sick, and preach the gospel to the poor. Multitudes have
been blessed through her unselfish deed. And the outworking of all these lines
of influence she, in the day of God, will be permitted to see. So with Mary’s
precious gift to the Saviour. How many have been inspired to loving service by
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the memory of that broken alabaster box! And how she will rejoice as she
beholds all this! {mar 359.3;

“Verily | say unto you,” Christ declared, “Wheresoever this gospel shall be
preached throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be
spoken of for a memorial of her.” Looking into the future, the Saviour spoke
with certainty concerning His gospel. It was to be preached throughout the
world. And as far as the gospel extended, Mary’s gift would shed its fragrance,
and hearts would be blessed through her unstudied act. Kingdoms would rise
and fall; the names of monarchs and conquerors would be forgotten; but this
woman’s deed would be immortalized upon the pages of sacred history. Until
time should be no more, that broken alabaster box would tell the story of the
abundant love of God for a fallen race. var 359.4}

Every impulse of the Holy Spirit leading men to goodness and to God is noted
in the books of heaven, and in the day of God everyone who has given himself
as an instrument for the Holy Spirit’s working will be permitted to behold what
his life has wrought. {Mar 359.5

A Season of Trust and Privilege

The present is a season of solemn privilege and sacred trust. If the servants of
God keep faithfully the trust given to them, great will be their reward when the
Master shall say, “Give an account of thy stewardship.” [Luke 16:2.] The
earnest toil, the unselfish work, the patient, persevering effort, will be
abundantly rewarded. Jesus will say, Henceforth | call you not servants, but
friends. [See John 15:15.] The approval of the Master is not given because of
the greatness of the work performed, but because of fidelity in all that has
been done. It is not the results we attain, but the motives from which we act,

that weigh with God. He prizes goodness and faithfulness above all else. aw
267.1)

| entreat the heralds of the gospel of Christ never to become discouraged,
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never to regard the most hardened sinner as beyond the reach of the grace of
God. The one apparently hopeless may accept the truth in the love of it. He
who turns the hearts of men as the rivers of water are turned, can bring the
most selfish, sin-hardened soul to Christ. Is anything too hard for God to do?
“My word,” He declares, “shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish
that which | please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto | sent it.” [Isaiah
55:11.] (w2672}

Those who are endeavoring to build up the work in new territory will often find
themselves in great need of better facilities. Their work will seem to be
hindered for lack of these facilities; but let them not lose their faith and
courage. Often they are obliged to go to the limit of their resources. At times it
may seem as if they could advance no farther. But if they pray and work in
faith, God will answer their petitions, sending them means for the
advancement of the work. Difficulties will arise; they will wonder how they are
going to accomplish what must be done. At times the future will look very dark.
But let the workers bring to God the promises He has made, and thank Him for
what He has done. Then the way will open before them, and they will be
strengthened for the duty of the hour. cw 267.3;

Few realize the significance of the words of Luke, that when Paul saw his
brethren, “he thanked God, and took courage.” [Acts 28:15.] In the midst of the
weeping, sympathizing company of believers, who were not ashamed of his
bonds, the apostle praised God aloud. The cloud of sadness that had rested
upon his spirit was swept away. His Christian life had been a succession of
trials, sufferings, and disappointments, but in that hour he felt abundantly
repaid. With firmer step and joyful heart he continued on his way. He would
not complain of the past, nor fear for the future. Bonds and afflictions awaited
him, he knew; but he knew also that it had been his to deliver souls from a
bondage infinitely more terrible, and he rejoiced in his sufferings for Christ’s
sake.—The Acts of the Apostles, 449. cw 26s.1}



