Second Quarter 2023
EGW Notes - Lesson 7, 6 — 12 May

Worshiping The Creator

Gl (. Wit

NOTES

for the Sabbath School Lessons

Sabbath Afternoon, May 6

The duty to worship God is based upon the fact that He is the Creator and
that to Him all other beings owe their existence. And wherever, in the Bible,
His claim to reverence and worship, above the gods of the heathen, is
presented, there is cited the evidence of His creative power. “All the gods of
the nations are idols: but the Lord made the heavens.” Psalm 96:5. “To whom
then will ye liken Me, or shall | be equal? saith the Holy One. Lift up your eyes
on high, and behold who hath created these things.” “Thus saith the Lord that
created the heavens; God Himself that formed the earth and made it: . . . | am
the Lord; and there is none else.” Isaiah 40:25, 26; 45:18. Says the psalmist:
“Know ye that the Lord He is God: it is He that hath made us, and not we
ourselves.” “O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the
Lord our Maker.” Psalm 100:3; 95:6.

—The Great Controversy, p. 436.

When the fullness of time was come, [God] sent forth His Son.The One
appointed in the counsels of heaven came to the earth as an instructor. He
was no less a being than the Creator of the world, the Son of the Infinite God.
The rich benevolence of God gave Him to our world; and to meet the
necessities of humanity, He took on Him human nature. To the astonishment
of the heavenly host, He walked this earth as the Eternal Word. Fully
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prepared, He left the royal courts to come to a world marred and polluted with
sin. Mysteriously He allied Himself to human nature. “The Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us.” God’s excess of goodness, benevolence, and love
was a surprise to the world, of grace which could be realized, but not told.

—Fundamentals of Christian Education, pp. 399, 400.

All created beings live by the will and power of God. They are recipients of
the life of the Son of God. However able and talented, however large their
capacities, they are replenished with life from the Source of all life. He is the
spring, the fountain, of life. The life which He had laid down in humanity, He
again took up and gave to humanity. “I am come,” He says, “that they might
have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”

Christ became one with humanity, that humanity might become one in Spirit
and life with Him. By virtue of this union in obedience to the Word of God, His
life becomes their life. He says to the penitent, “| am the resurrection, and the
life.”

—Sons and Daughters of God, p. 237.

Sunday, May 7 A Companion in Tribulation

John was cast into a caldron of boiling oil; but the Lord preserved the life of
His faithful servant, even as He preserved the three Hebrews in the fiery

furnace. . ..

Again the hand of persecution fell heavily upon the apostle. By the
emperor’s decree John was banished to the Isle of Patmos, condemned “for
the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Revelation 1:9. Here,
his enemies thought, his influence would no longer be felt, and he must finally
die of hardship and distress.



EWN Q2 2023 Lesson 7 — Worshiping The Creator Page 3 of 13

Patmos, a barren, rocky island in the Aegean Sea, had been chosen by the
Roman government as a place of banishment for criminals; but to the servant
of God this gloomy abode became the gate of heaven. Here, shut away from
the busy scenes of life, and from the active labors of former years, he had the
companionship of God and Christ and the heavenly angels, and from them he

received instruction for the church for all future time.

—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 570.

It was on the Sabbath that the Lord of glory appeared to the exiled apostle
[John]. . ..

“And when | saw Him,” John writes, “| fell at His feet as dead. And He laid
His right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not.” [Revelation 1:17].

John was strengthened to live in the presence of his glorified Lord. Then
before his wondering vision were opened the glories of heaven. He was
permitted to see the throne of God and, looking beyond the conflicts of earth,
to behold the white-robed throng of the redeemed. He heard the music of the
heavenly angels and the triumphant songs of those who had overcome by the
blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony. In the revelation given to
him there was unfolded scene after scene of thrilling interest in the experience
of the people of God, and the history of the church foretold to the very close of
time. In figures and symbols, subjects of vast importance were presented to
John, which he was to record, that the people of God living in his age and in
future ages might have an intelligent understanding of the perils and conflicts

before them.

—The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 581, 582.

The season of distress before God’s people will call for a faith that will not
falter. His children must make it manifest that He is the only object of their
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worship, and that no consideration, not even that of life itself, can induce them
to make the least concession to false worship.

At that time the gold will be separated from the dross. Many a star that we
have admired for its brilliance will then go out in darkness. Those who have
assumed the ornaments of the sanctuary, but are not clothed with Christ’s
righteousness, will then appear in the shame of their own nakedness.

—Maranatha, p. 196.

Monday, May 8 Worship the Creator

By the first angel, men are called upon to “fear God, and give glory to Him”
and to worship Him as the Creator of the heavens and the earth. In order to do
this, they must obey His law. Says the wise man: “Fear God, and keep His
commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.” Ecclesiastes 12:13.
Without obedience to His commandments no worship can be pleasing to God.
“This is the love of God, that we keep His commandments.” 1 John 5:3. . ..

In Revelation 14, men are called upon to worship the Creator; and the
prophecy brings to view a class that, as the result of the threefold message,
are keeping the commandments of God. One of these commandments points
directly to God as the Creator.

—The Great Controversy, p. 436.

Nature testifies that One infinite in power, great in goodness, mercy, and
love, created the earth, and filled it with life and gladness. Even in their
blighted state, all things reveal the handiwork of the great Master Artist.
Wherever we turn, we may hear the voice of God, and see evidences of His

goodness. . . .

He who placed the pearls in the ocean and the amethyst and chrysolite
among the rocks, is a lover of the beautiful. The sun rising in the heavens is a
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representative of Him who is the life and light of all that He has made. All the
brightness and beauty that adorn the earth and light up the heavens, speak of
God. ...

All things tell of His tender, fatherly care and of His desire to make His
children happy.

— The Ministry of Healing, pp. 411, 412.

“The importance of the Sabbath as the memorial of creation is that it keeps
ever present the true reason why worship is due to God”—because He is the
Creator, and we are His creatures. “The Sabbath therefore lies at the very
foundation of divine worship, for it teaches this great truth in the most
impressive manner, and no other institution does this. The true ground of . . .
all worship, is found in the distinction between the Creator and His creatures.

This great fact can never become obsolete, and must never be forgotten.”

—J. N. Andrews, History of the Sabbath, p. 510.

It was to keep this truth ever before the minds of men, that God instituted
the Sabbath in Eden; and so long as the fact that He is our Creator continues
to be a reason why we should worship Him, so long the Sabbath will continue
as its sign and memorial. Had the Sabbath been universally kept, man’s
thoughts and affections would have been led to the Creator as the object of
reverence and worship, and there would never have been an idolater, an
atheist, or an infidel. The keeping of the Sabbath is a sign of loyalty to the true
God, “Him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of
waters.” It follows that the message which commands men to worship God
and keep His commandments will especially call upon them to keep the fourth

commandment.

—The Great Controversy, p. 437.
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Tuesday, May 9 A God Who Is Close

We dishonor God when we think of Him only as a judge ready to pass
sentence upon us, and forget that He is a loving Father. The whole spiritual life
is molded by our conceptions of God, and if we cherish erroneous views of His
character, our souls will sustain injury. We should see in God one who yearns
toward the children of men, longing to do them good. All through the
Scriptures, God is represented as one who calls, woos by His tender love, the
hearts of His erring children. No earthly parent could be as patient with the
faults and mistakes of their children as is God with those He seeks to save. No
one could plead more tenderly with the transgressor. No human lips ever
poured out more tender entreaty to the wanderer than does He. O shall we not
love God, and show our love by humble obedience? Let us have a care for our
thoughts, our experiences, our attitude toward God, for all His promises are
but the breathings of unutterable love

—That | May Know Him, p. 263.

Christ came to teach human beings what God desires them to know. In the
heavens above, in the earth, in the broad waters of the ocean, we see the
handiwork of God. All created things testify to His power, His wisdom, His
love. But not from the stars or the ocean or the cataract can we learn of the
personality of God as it is revealed in Christ.

God saw that a clearer revelation than nature was needed to portray both
His personality and His character. He sent His Son into the world to reveal, so
far as could be endured by human sight, the nature and the attributes of the
invisible God.

— Testimonies for the Church, vol. 8, p. 265.

“If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.” 2 Corinthians 5:17.
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A person may not be able to tell the exact time or place, or trace all the
chain of circumstances in the process of conversion; but this does not prove
him to be unconverted. . . . Like the wind, which is invisible, yet the effects of
which are plainly seen and felt, is the Spirit of God in its work upon the human
heart. That regenerating power, which no human eye can see, begets a new
life in the soul; it creates a new being in the image of God. While the work of
the Spirit is silent and imperceptible, its effects are manifest. If the heart has
been renewed by the Spirit of God, the life will bear witness to the fact. While
we cannot do anything to change our hearts or to bring ourselves into
harmony with God; while we must not trust at all to ourselves or our good
works, our lives will reveal whether the grace of God is dwelling within us. A
change will be seen in the character, the habits, the pursuits. The contrast will
be clear and decided between what they have been and what they are. The
character is revealed, not by occasional good deeds and occasional
misdeeds, but by the tendency of the habitual words and acts.

—Steps to Christ, p. 57.

Wednesday, May 10 Gospel, Judgment, Creation

While God’s Word speaks of the humanity of Christ when upon this earth, it
also speaks decidedly regarding His pre-existence. The Word existed as a
divine being, even as the eternal Son of God, in union and oneness with His
Father. From everlasting He was the Mediator of the covenant, the one in
whom all nations of the earth, both Jews and Gentiles, if they accepted Him,
were to be blessed. . ..

The world was made by Him, “and without him was not anything made that
was made” (John 1:3). If Christ made all things, He existed before all things.
The words spoken in regard to this are so decisive that no one need be left in
doubt. Christ was God essentially, and in the highest sense. He was with God
from all eternity, God over all, blessed forevermore.
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The Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God, existed from eternity, a
distinct person, yet one with the Father. He was the surpassing glory of
heaven. He was the commander of the heavenly intelligences, and the adoring
homage of the angels was received by Him as His right.

—Selected Messages, book 1, p. 247.

The world’s Redeemer passed over the ground where Adam fell because of
his disobeying the expressed law of Jehovah; and the only begotten Son of
God came to our world as a man, to reveal to the world that men could keep
the law of God. . ..

The Son of God placed Himself in the sinner’s stead, and passed over the
ground where Adam fell, and endured the temptation in the wilderness. . . .
Jesus resisted the temptations of Satan in the same manner that every
tempted soul may resist, by referring him to the inspired record and saying, “It

is written.”

Christ overcame the temptations of Satan as a man. Every man may
overcome as Christ overcame. He humbled Himself for us. He was tempted in
all points like as we are. He redeemed Adam’s disgraceful failure and fall, and
was conqueror, thus testifying to all the unfallen worlds and to fallen humanity
that man could keep the commandments of God through the divine power
granted to him of heaven.

—Selected Messages, book 3, p. 136.

It was at the cross that mercy and truth met together, that righteousness
and truth kissed each other. Let every student and every worker study this
again and again, that they, setting forth the Lord crucified among us, may
make it a fresh subject to the people. Show that the life of Christ reveals an
infinitely perfect character. Teach that “as many as received Him, to them
gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His
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name.” John 1:12. Tell it over and over again. We may become the sons of
God, members of the royal family, children of the heavenly King. Let it be
known that all who accept Jesus Christ and hold the beginning of their
confidence firm to the end will be heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.

— Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, p. 59.

Thursday, May 11 The Creator on the Cross

Christ has given me words to speak: “Ye must be born again, else you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven.” Therefore all who have the right
understanding of this matter should put away their controversial spirit and seek
the Lord with all their hearts. Then they will find Christ and can give distinctive
character to their religious experience. They should keep this matter—the
simplicity of true godliness —distinctly before the people in every discourse.
This will come home to the heart of every hungering, thirsting soul who is
longing to come into the assurance of hope and faith and perfect trust in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Let the subject be made distinct and plain that it is not possible to effect
anything in our standing before God or in the gift of God to us through creature
merit. Should faith and works purchase the gift of salvation for anyone, then
the Creator is under obligation to the creature. Here is an opportunity for
falsehood to be accepted as truth. . . . If man cannot, by any of his good
works, merit salvation, then it must be wholly of grace, received by man as a
sinner because he receives and believes in Jesus. It is wholly a free gift.

—Faith and Works, pp. 19, 20.

Jesus, the brightness of the Father’s glory, thought “it not a thing to be
grasped to be on an equality with God, but emptied Himself, taking the form of
a servant.” Philippians 2:6, 7, R.V., margin. Through all the lowly experiences

of life He consented to pass, walking among the children of men, not as a
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king, to demand homage, but as one whose mission it was to serve others.
There was in His manner no taint of bigotry, no cold austerity. . . .

Jesus emptied Himself, and in all that He did, self did not appear. He
subordinated all things to the will of His Father. When His mission on earth
was about to close, He could say, “I have glorified Thee on the earth: | have
finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do.” John 17:4. And He bids us,
“Learn of Me; for | am meek and lowly in heart” (Matthew 11:29).

— Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, p. 14.

Jesus has said, “I, if | be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me.”
John 12:32. Christ must be revealed to the sinner as the Saviour dying for the
sins of the world; and as we behold the Lamb of God upon the cross of
Calvary, the mystery of redemption begins to unfold to our minds and the
goodness of God leads us to repentance. In dying for sinners, Christ
manifested a love that is incomprehensible; and as the sinner beholds this
love, it softens the heart, impresses the mind, and inspires contrition in the
soul. . ..

The sinner may resist this love, may refuse to be drawn to Christ; but if he
does not resist he will be drawn to Jesus; a knowledge of the plan of salvation
will lead him to the foot of the cross in repentance for his sins, which have
caused the sufferings of God’s dear Son.

—Steps to Christ, pp. 26, 27.

Friday, May 12 For Further Reading

That | May Know Him, “What |Is God Like?” p. 262;

The Upward Look, “When Mistakes Are Made,” p. 142.
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What Is God Like? September 13

For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but my kindness
shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be
removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee. Isaiah 54:10. (v 262.1}

We are not to think of God only as a judge and to forget Him as our loving
Father. Nothing can do our souls greater harm than this, for our whole spiritual
life will be molded by our conceptions of God’s character.... (Tvk 262.2}

Now let us improve the precious opportunities to become acquainted with
our heavenly Father, who “so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish....” Wondrous love that
God, the infinite God, has made it our privilege to approach Him by the name
of Father! No earthly parent could plead more earnestly with an erring child
than He who made us pleads with the transgressor. No human, loving interest
has ever followed the impenitent with such tender invitations.... vk 262.3;

His word is pledged. The mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed,
but His kindness shall not depart from His people, neither shall the covenant of
His peace be removed. His voice is heard, “| have loved thee with an
everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3). “With everlasting kindness will | have mercy
on thee” (Isaiah 54:8). How amazing is this love, that God condescends to
remove all cause for doubt and questioning from human fears and weakness
and takes hold of the trembling hand reached up to Him in faith; and He helps
us to trust Him by multiplied assurances and securities. He has made us a
binding agreement upon condition of our obedience, and He comes to meet us
in our own understanding of things. We think that a pledge or promise from our
fellow men, if recorded, still needs a guarantee. Jesus has met all these
peculiar fears, and He has confirmed His promise with an oath: “Wherein God,
willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of
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his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: ...” What more could our Lord do to
strengthen our faith in His promises? (twk 262.4y

When Mistakes are Made, May 8

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and
let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God,

for he will abundantly pardon. Isaiah 55:7. (L 142.1y

Though a veil hangs over the future, you have a knowledge of the Lord’s
mercies in the past. Allow no difficulties to discourage you. You have passed
through trials, and you will be called to pass through trials again. You have
had to pass through experiences not altogether agreeable, and these
experiences may be repeated. Temptations have come to you, and

temptations will come to you again. (uL 1422

We know not what is before us; but we know that we have the privilege of
committing our souls to God, as unto a faithful Creator. Let us thank God that
we have a refuge in trial. Let us remember that Christ is a present help in
every time of need. The promises of God’s Word are rich and full and free.

God is with us; He cares for us. L 142.3)

God is revealed to us in Christ. Our Saviour is the image of the invisible
God. Oh, how near to heaven we may be. “He that hath seen me hath seen
the Father,” Christ declared. (uL 142.4)

Let us allow no worldly business to absorb our energies. Let us allow
nothing to occupy the place that God should fill. We must have periods of rest,
times set apart for meditation and prayer and for spiritual refreshing. Christ
went about doing good, healing all manner of sickness and forgiving all sins,
comforting the mourners, banishing sorrow by His presence. Let us behold
Him—the very compassion and lovingkindness of God Himself. (uL 142.5)
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Let us seek the Lord.... Never forget that you are God’s little children.
Refuse to worry about what you cannot help. If you make mistakes, go to the
compassionate Saviour and ask Him for forgiveness. Tell Him that you want to
follow His will. Be polite to God. Remember that He cares for you, and that He
will be a present help in every time of need. His “tender mercies are over all

his works.” (uL 142.6

It is our privilege to open our hearts and let the Saviour in. Let us praise Him
for the brightness of His presence. Let us carry the sunshine of His love on our
countenances and bring it into our words. Then His joy will be in us, and our

joy will be full.... L 142.7}

The breath of the higher life is to be breathed into our lifework. This will bind
us to one another, and to God. The love of Christ needs to come into our
experience. Then we shall love one another as Christ has loved us.—Letter
81, May 8, 1903, to Dr. D.H. Kress and wife. (Dr. Kress was director of the
Sydney Sanitarium.) (uL 1428}



